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o LIFTING up 0uR EYES
With Pam Bicklaty

| started to write this piece and then reached a complete stop.
So | started again.

I’'ve been thinking about grief because I'm grieving for two close
friends who died within days of each other. Over the fifteen years I've
been ordained, I've taken many funerals and have also considered it to
be the greatest privilege. To walk with people at the most difficult time
of their life; to offer comfort and to help them plan their loved ones
funeral — you are there amongst all the tears; the pain and the grief.
I’'ve taken funerals for young and old; for people I've never met; for
family members and for friends. For each funeral, the priest is there to
hold it all together — to ensure that it goes as the family wish and their
loved ones final day is one that they can remember with love.

| would not be honest if | said that I’'m not moved by a funeral be-
cause I’'m human and | grieve too.

How we deal with grief will be different for each one of us and |
would certainly never put a time on how long grief lasts. Even years
after the death of a loved one, a memory can trigger grief — perhaps
not with that initial intensity but enough to make us think.

Perhaps you are also aware of the Kubler- Ross stages of grief —
some say seven but the original book that she produced in the late six-
ties talks about five - denial, anger, bargaining, depression and ac-
ceptance. Although there is a natural progression, Elizabeth Kubler-
Ross also said that people can skip stages or work through them in a
cyclical way.

We all find comfort in something as we grieve and for me it’s in
reading. | have two favourite books — A grief observed by C.S Lewis —
and The Madness of Grief by Rev Richard Coles. And of course | have
the Bible — the reassurance of the words of particular passages; or the
Psalms for lamentation; and the Gospels for knowing that the love of



Jesus will provide the comfort and strength that | need when grieving. |
was trying to pick just one reading and in the end it’s this from Revela-
tion:-

He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God him-
self will be with them; [4] he will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying
nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.

Know that the Lord our God is with you always,
With blessings Pam x

XE-ECEE CEEBEE -€eEEeEE -Ee-eeeS
Thoughts from Canon Paul Hardingham in this season of Remembrance, we

consider those who have heroically given their lives in war. However, Jesus

calls all of us to a radical heroism in our daily lives: ‘You have heard that
it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may
be children of your Father in heaven.’ (Matt 5:43-45).

Love Your Enemies:

Our ‘enemies’ are rarely life-threatening; they can simply be impatient,
judgmental, self-righteous or just plain disagreeable! Whether the conflict is
with a family or church member, work colleague or neighbour, our attitude
toward them should be one of love. We will naturally want to retaliate, but
Jesus commands us to love!

Pray for Your Persecutors:

It’s only when we are ready to pray for someone whom we find diffi-
cult, that God can soften our attitude towards them. Like us, they are those
in need of God'’s forgiveness and grace. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German
pastor executed by the Nazis at the end of World War 2, wrote:

‘This is the supreme demand. Through the medium of prayer, we go to our
enemy, stand by his side, and plead for him to God. For if we pray for them,
we are taking their distress and poverty, their guilt and perdition upon our-
selves and pleading to God for them.’

Become More Like Jesus:

When we start loving our enemies and praying for our persecutors, we
become more like Jesus Himself. He willingly laid down His life for us, prayed
for His persecutors and gives us the power to love our enemies as He did.

At a time when we recognise that we all need heroes; how will we respond
4o this call to radical heroism in our own life?



The Inquisitive Child ~ a Remembrance Day poem
Author unknown

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy? Selling poppies in
town today.
The poppies, child, are flowers of love. For the men who
marched away.
But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy? Why not a
beautiful rose?
Because my child, men fought and died in the fields where
the poppies grow.
But why are the poppies so red, Mummy? Why are the
poppies so red?
Red is the colour of blood, my child. The blood that our
soldiers shed.
The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy. Why does it have
to be black?
Black, my child, is the symbol of grief. For the men who
never came back.
But why, Mummy are you crying so? Your tears are giving
you pain.
My tears are my fears for you my child. For the world is
forgetting again.
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable
to join a church service this month.

Date

Service

Readings

5% November

Morning Worship

(All Saints™ Sunday)
(Isaiah 56 3-8)

Remembrance
Sunday

4™ Sunday before 10.30am Hebrews 12 18-24
Advent Matthew 5 1-12

Tuesday Tea Service

7" November 2.30pm

12" November 10.15am (Amos 5 18-24)

3" Sunday before Remembrance 1 Thessalonians 4 13-end
Advent Service Matthew 25 1-13

19" November
2" Sunday before
Advent

Holy Communion
10.30am

(Zephaniah 1 7, 12-end)
1 Thessalonians 5 1-11
Matthew 25 14-30

26" November
Christ the King
Sunday next before
Advent

Holy Communion
10.30am

(Ezekiel 34. 11-16, 20-24)
Ephesians 1 15-end
Matthew 25 31-end

Please note that the service
on Remembrance Sunday will
start at 10.15am.



Nigel Beeton writes: The Sunday before Advent Sunday, this year the
26th November, is often celebrated as Christ the King, when we
acknowledge that Jesus is the King of all people, space, and time,
sitting at God'’s right hand in Heaven,
and one day He will finally banish all death and sin:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

&Aﬂ:st t[\& 7(411«5 By Nigel Beeton

Christ is the King of all Creation

: He is the King of all the earth;

: Christ is the King of every nation

Lord of life, and death, and birth

5 On God’s right hand our King is seated
Receiving praises for His worth!

He came from God to dwell with sinners

: Sinners, including you and |

EWe know, with Him, we’ll be the winners

Of life with Christ the King on High!

: With all the angels we will praise Him
Who died and rose in victory!

Christ the King will come in glory

: With trumpet blast — the glorious one!

: All people then will know His story

EAII people bow before the Son!

: No more death and no more sorrow
His Kingdom here on earth shall come!

Crown Him our King — His vict’ry praising

: God of all gods, and King of kings

: Sing of His grace and love amazing

He is the King above all things!

: Through all Heav’'n and earth all voices
Our song of triumph ever rings!



Our Local and Church COMMUNITY
Advent Course

Over 4 weeks, commencing Thursday November
30" at 1.30pm, The Prayer Course is being
offered at The Deanery, Main Road, Pontesbury,
SY5 OPS.

the

A

course

In four sessions, we will be exploring The Lord’s Prayer, using re-
sources provided by 24-7 Prayer, and featuring Pete Greig videos.
We will be looking at different types of prayer: adoration, meditation,
petition and listening as well as why some prayers seem to be unan-
swered.

A warm welcome and refreshments will be provided.

For further information, please contact Greg on 07902 794653 or
rectorpontstip@gmail.com

DMISfW’ 170141' ﬁﬂf‘y—watch out further details coming soon:

Saturday 2" December Wereath making two sessions, afternoon & evening.
Friday 15" December Shrewsbury Brass Band Christmas Concert 7pm

Come Ang] Sing for Christmas

The benefice choir will be rehearsing at St George’s on :
Friday 1*' December at 1.30pm
Friday 8" December at 6.30pm o, -
Friday 15" December at 1.30pm
All are welcome to join us to sing at the Carol ﬁ ? | ‘
Service which will be on Sunday 17" Decem-

ber in St George’s.
Contact Barbara on 01713 683485 if you are interested.

8


mailto:rectorpontstip@gmail.com

)

THE PONTESBURY P_RO]ECT

Trustee Vacancies

You may have heard of the charity The Pontesbury Project. Dr Ian
Bradley and his wife Beryl had a vision to provide homes and
support to adults with learning difficulties, who might challenge
behaviourally. This vision was developed in conjunction with the
Pontesbury churches. We now support 17 peop.,e in homes, owned
by the Project, that are scattered through Pontesbury and
Minsterley. It is wonderful to see the way good care in adapted,
warm homes can enable these men and women to live fulfilled lives

in the community.

Currently we have vacancies for Trustees and would like you to
consider whether you have the time and interest to join those of
us already over-seeing this charity. We would be pleased to hear
from anyone who feels drawn to this role, as your interest will be
the most important gift. If, however, you have any knowledge or
interest in property, finance or care, that would be a bonus. It is
an interesting and exciting time to join us, as we look to the
future of this specialised care in the heart of our community.

The Pontesbury Project has a website which you can access via any
search engine. If you would like to find out more, please contact
me on: iane.cookeépon‘resburypro ject.com

or philip.bailey@pontesburyproject.com

Jane Cooke
Chair of Pontesbury Project - Special Needs
Philip Bailey
Chair of Pontesbury Project Housing



mailto:jane.cooke@pontesburyproject.com
mailto:philip.bailey@pontesburyproject.com

Some Bits & pieces from Greg for this month:

Men’s Group A reminder that the Men’s Group jointly hosted
by Community Good Neighbours and St George’s Church oper-
ateslon the fourth Thursday of the month from 11-1 p.m. at the
Pavilion.

Pontesbury Youth Café After many months of discussion, the
launch of Pontesbury Youth Café takes place on Weds Nov 8t at
3.20 p.m. at Pontesbury Baptist Church, a unique partnership
between the Baptists, Congregatlonallsts and Anglicans. The ca-
fé will meet every Wednesday during term-time to provide for
Years 7-9 at Mary Webb School. Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing should speak to Greg or Stuart Carter.

Repair Café The next café is on Saturday 11" November, 10 -
12noon. Do arrive early so that the volunteers have a chance to
repair items before the café closes.

0#(?/&? FREE lunch & companionship for anyone living in Pontesbury,

Minsterley and surrounding villages, who has been recently bereaved...
0N the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays every month, 12pm - 1.30pm
Minsterley Methodist Chapel, Horsebridge Rd, Minsterley.
Transport is Available—Friends & Family are Welcome too.

Contact Heather Ryder for more information, at
ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359

5t. 9&01‘9&’5 FPARISH VISITORS Would you, or someone you

know, appreciate some help or a phone call? Maybe you're feeling
lonely, isolated, in need of support and friendship?
St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people who would love
to phone or visit you - if we can help, we will !

Call in confidence: Phone Marion Elliott 01743 792256

st. 9&01‘96’5 }’rmyer @ftﬂin is a small group of people who believe

that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group offers
daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.
If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer
for any reason, please contact
Revd. Shirley Small 01743 791885.

All information given is given in confidence.
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give.

10
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Coming this month:
Saturday 4" November Bingo, Bangers & Mash at St George’s 7pm.
Tickets £5, bingo cards £1 each
Coming next month:
- Weekend: 8th, 9th, 10th December

&3 . .
g = Festival of Trees and Cribs: This year’s theme is ‘LOVE’
vy Please contact Marianne McCall for further details

07944333830 or mariannemccall.17@gmail.com

TA& Twe Minut&s 511&11«5& some thoughts fromDavid Pickup, a solicitor.

Remember, Lord, Your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. Do not
remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to Your
love remember me, for You, Lord, are good. (Psalm 25:5-7)

| love the Psalms, as they cover every emotion and religious experi-
ence, from despair to praise and from fear to rejoicing. Some say they are
difficult, but life is difficult, and so the book of Psalms is great for dipping
into and finding the right one for you. This one is about remembering — re-
membering the past failures in our lives, and dealing with them.

What do you think about during the Two Minutes’ Silence on Remem-
brance Sunday? Perhaps you do not think about anything. | find it helpful to
make an effort to think about the war dead. | used to do some research into
local men who were casualties. | had some photos taken from newspapers
or sent home. These memories added some personalities and characteristics
to the names on memorials.

| also think of members of my own family, who lived through the wars,
and the experiences they had. Most did not go off to serve away from home,
but lived through the blackouts, blitz, and evacuation and rationing. My
grandfather left a photo of some comrades and had written on the back a
request to ‘keep this safe’. And so we have, for over one hundred years! |
also remember, with thanks, the comparatively peaceful lives we have had.

There are some things we do not want to remember, usually bad
things we have done or had done to us. When we turn our memories over
to God, we are asking God to be merciful and loving, for although we make

mistakes we can appeal to His enduring love.
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The Story Behind the Hymn: 0 God our #el/p n A’ﬁes Past

1 O God, our Help in ages past, our Hope for years to come,
our Shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal Home.

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne, Thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defence is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame,
from everlasting Thou art God, to endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone,

short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream bears all its sons away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our Help in ages past, our Hope for years to come,
be Thou our Guard while life shall last, and our eternal Home!
Source: Psalms & Hymns to the Living God

O God our Help in Ages Past is considered one of the grandest hymns in the English
hymnody. It is sung at the annual Remembrance Sunday Service at the Cenotaph in
London, and it was also sung at the funeral of former prime minister Winston
Churchill in St Paul’s Cathedral.

The hymn was written by Isaac Watts in 1719, as a paraphrase of Psalm 90. It is a
psalm of Moses, and carries a strong message of hope and faith in God's loving
care.

Isaac Watts was born in Southampton in 1674, the eldest of nine children. His fa-
ther, an educated deacon in a dissenting Congregational church, was in prison for
his non-conformist beliefsat the time of Isaac’s birth.

Watts had an outstanding aptitude for language. By the time he was 13he had
learned Latin, Greek, French, and Hebrew. He had also begun to write in verse,
even speaking in rhyme in ordinary conversation — much to the irritation of some of
his family!

By the time Isaac was 18, he had a particular bugbear — the deplorable state of con-
gregational singing. It was mostly metrical psalms, which were heavy going and
ponderous. But many non-conformists thought that if congregations sang anything
other than the actual words of Scripture, it would be an insult to God.

Isaac was complaining about this one Sunday when his father suddenly challenged
him: ‘Why don’t you give us something better to sing, then?”

Isaac accepted the challenge. The next Sunday he produced his first hymn, and the
congregation loved it. Isaac then wrote new hymn texts for his church - every Sun-

12



day for the next two years. By 1719, Watts had published a hymnal: The Psalms of
David in the Language of the New Testament. He had paraphrased nearly the entire
Psalter.

In all, Watts wrote more than 600 hymns. Other favourites include: When | Survey
the Wondrous Cross, | Sing the Mighty Power of God, and the famous Christmas
carol Joy to the World.

At the time, some people felt Watts’s hymns were "too worldly" as they were not
based solely on the Psalms. Yet Watts argued that the Christian church should sing
of Christ. He explained his approach this way:

"Where the Psalmist describes religion by the fear of God, | have often joined faith
and love to it. Where he speaks of the pardon of sin through the mercies of God, |
rather choose to mention the sacrifice of Christ, the Lamb of God. Where He prom-
ises abundance of wealth, honour, and long life, | have changed some of these typi-
cal blessings for grace, glory and life eternal, which are brought to light by the gos-
pel, and promised in the New Testament."

Watts died in 1748, having been a much-loved hymn-writer, scholar, pastor and
preacher.

gLaaking at GOD

The Ven John Barton Looks back on the 2025 cricket season

The 2023 cricket season ended on a jarring note. A widespread re-
view of the game in England found it suffered from racism, sexism,
elitism and class-based discrimination.

Older cricket fans will wince. They recall the days when each county
side was divided into amateurs and professionals, called Gentlemen
and Players. They had separate changing rooms. Gentlemen came
from wealthy families, so didn’t need the wages paid to the others.
You could distinguish them on cricket scorecards, where Gentlemen’s
names were printed with their initials in front of their surnames,
whereas Players’ names were the other way round. The team captain

was always an amateur.
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For centuries, women have played cricket, using a smaller ball, but it
wasn’t until 1976 that they were allowed to play at Lords, where
schoolboys from Eton and Harrow had played for years. Twenty five
years later, Ebony Rainford-Brent became the first black woman to
play for her country, and was subject to racist abuse. “As soon as |
walked into the world of cricket the comments started”, she said.

In the early days, a few Indian cricketers who were members of noble
families, played for English counties and even for the national team.
But by and large the game in England was played by white people.
Class distinction was accepted without question. In church, they were
still singing,

The rich man in his castle,

The poor man at his gate;
God made them, high or lowly
And ordered their estate.

Although the Bible acknowledges distinctions between rich and poor,
employers and workers, kings and their subjects, it gives priority to the
poor and powerless, and places grave responsibility on those who are
wealthy and wield power. No reference is made to their skin colour.
Adam and Eve are presented as non-ethnic and non-national because
they represent all people of all ethnicities.

One outstanding cricketer, who lived by these biblical themes, was Da-
vid Sheppard. He captained England, both before and after he was or-
dained in the Church of England. He chose to minister only in the
most downtrodden areas, wrote Bias to the Poor as part of his cam-
paign for social justice and refused to play against South Africa when
their team was controlled by apartheid. All sports need players of
principle like him.

Clocks i
It is told of the great preacher C H Spurgeon that k)
after preaching at length one Sunday he said: "I don't mind | ~/
people looking at their watches, but I do dislike to see them
holding them to their ears, to see if they are still going.”
14




Canon Paul Hardingham considers spiritual disciplines that help us to grow and
deepen our faith.

Sfiritu al Disci;:lines: generasity

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35).

What does generosity look like for us? The practice of gen-
erosity is about more than finance, as we recognise that everything we
possess belongs to God (Ps 24:1). We are stewards of all our re-
sources, including time, possessions, gifts, as well as our love and com-
passion for others. God enables us to be generous, because of all that
He has given us:

‘You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.” (2 Cor 9:11).

Here are some practical ways of practising generosity:

Give consistently: Planning our financial giving ensures that it isn’t an
afterthought, but carefully considered (2 Cor 9:7). We can offer time
to volunteer in church or in the wider community. We might open our
home to others for a meal or coffee.

Give spontaneously: God often brings opportunities across our path
where we can respond spontaneously. This might be prompted by a
text from a friend in crisis or giving a neighbour a helping hand. Acting
spontaneously reminds us that God is working in and through us.

Give sacrificially: Being generous also involves making sacrifices with
our time and priorities, as we help others, share our possessions, or
use our gifts. How can we simplify our busy lives, in order to free up
space to practise more life transforming generosity?

To engage in generosity is an invitation to experience more of God’s
provision in our lives:

‘Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shak-
en together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the

measure you use, it will be measured to you’ (Luke 6:38).
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The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on finding faith in the fabric
of our church buildings.

,Kaﬂecting Faith — Kamemﬁzring Our Loved Ones

For the last couple of months, we’ve been looking at seating in the church
building.

Perhaps you’ve noticed that on the more ‘special’ items there are dedica-
tion plaques to the person who donated the money to buy the item or in

whose name the item was purchased.

In some churches, pretty much everywhere you look you will find such la-
bels, whilst in others they are much rarer.

Of course, many people donate financially and give specific items in their
own name or in memory of someone else without wishing for this to be
publicly noted. But often when folk donate something they do like it made
clear.

A couple of centuries ago people would leave money after their death for a
mass to be said for their soul. In some rich cases this would be every day for
a year or even longer.

The ‘very’ rich paid for a new altar to be placed in the church building or
even in an extension to the building — a chantry. This is where their person-
al mass would be conducted each day. In these cases, a stipend would also
be paid to cover the cost of a separate priest to do this task, rather than the
rector or vicar having it as an extra daily task.

A room would often be provided for that priest above the chapel.

This all stems from the belief that we have sinned and will be punished in
purgatory or hell but can ‘buy’ time off through prayers.

Today our theology has moved back to a more biblical understanding, that
Christ is the one who bore our sins on the cross, and we can’t earn our way
to heaven; we can only get there by faith in Him.

But we still love and think about the people whom we loved, even though
they are dead. Some Christians believe that, as we prayed for them in life,
why should we stop just because they are dead?

16



As C.S.Lewis wrote;

“I pray because | can't help myself. | pray because I'm helpless. | pray be-
cause the need flows out of me all the time, waking and sleeping. It doesn't
change God. It changes me.”

This month
As you remember your loved ones whom you see no more, hold them close
in ways that make sense to you, and reflect your faith in God’s loving grace
and mercy.

...his constant droning from the pulpit
is really getting on my nerves!

17
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Israel-Gaza Conflict — UK faith leaders condemn antisemitism
and call for solidarity between British faith communities against
the backdrop of war between Israel and Hamas.
The Archbishop of Canterbury was joined recently by Muslim and Jewish
leaders at Lambeth Palace to condemn the sharp rise in antisemitic inci-
dents over recent days, and to call for unity between British faith commu-
nities against the backdrop of war between Israel and Hamas.

Archbishop Justin Welby, Sheikh Ibrahim Mogra (a scholar and imam from
Leicester, and a former Assistant Secretary-General of the Muslim Council
of Britain) and Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg (the Senior Rabbi of Masorti
Judaism UK, and Rabbi of the New North London Synagogue) stood to-
gether to deliver statements calling for solidarity and unity between com-
munities in the UK, and rejecting any form of hatred or discrimination.

Archbishop Justin Welby emphasised how they were all profoundly con-
cerned by what is happening in Israel and Gaza — ‘here at Lambeth Palace
we are praying constantly
for all those who are
caught up in this war that
has already brought so
much suffering to so many
people’, he said.

He introduced the two re-
ligious leaders, welcoming
their solidarity. They
spoke for their own com-
munities and networks,
and out of their particular
friendship, as a Muslim, and as a Jew.

Photo: Neil Turner/Lambeth Palace

Sheikh Ibrahim Mogra emphasised how British Muslims and Jews, alt-
hough deeply pained by what is happening in Palestine and Israel, have
found some comfort and hope in friendships that have been built over
many years. ‘British Muslims and Jews have much in common and there

are many personal ties between us’, he said. ‘We have celebrated happy
18



times together, and stood together in solidarity during difficult and chal-
lenging times. We have, and will sometimes be on opposite sides, but we
live together as neighbours in peace and harmony, disagreeing with each
other respectfully, without resorting to hate or violence. We share deep
concern for the welfare of everyone. We are determined to do our ut-
most to prevent violence and intimidation across our country, whether on
the streets, in places of worship, in schools, in universities, or in any other
institutions’.

‘It is deplorable and wrong that our Jewish community here has been the
target of hate crimes. It is unacceptable that synagogues and Jewish cen-
tres have been targeted. There has been a 500% rise in antisemitism. |
condemn these attacks and call on all fellow citizens to stand up and
speak out against all and every form of hate’.

And he prayed for an end to this war and all wars. ‘I pray for the innocent
caught up in the carnage, | pray for the safety of everyone, wherever they

7

are-.

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg appreciated the solidarity of Shaykh Ibrahim
Mogra in standing up and speaking out clearly against all forms of anti-
semitism at this most deeply painful time.

‘The Jewish community, has long condemned all racism directed against
Muslims, from whatever source. As leaders in the British Jewish and Mus-
lim communities we respect the importance of maintaining our relation-
ships in troubled times’ he affirmed.

‘As leaders in the British Jewish and Muslim communities there are many
friendships between us, and we have stood together through both peace-
ful and challenging days’, he said. ‘We sometimes have different loyalties,
yet it is essential that we live together across the United Kingdom as
neighbours and fellow citizens in peace and with respect’.

‘I share your prayers for an ultimate end to war. My prayers, too, are with
all the innocent people caught up in this horror, for all those who are hurt
and who grieve, and all who long for the safety and wellbeing of their
loved ones’.

‘We are both on the side of life. We share deep concern for the welfare of
everyone and pray for a better future for all’.

Archbishop Justin Welby thanked them for the important signs of friend-

ship and solidarity, echoing what had been said about the importance of
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maintaining relationships, even in this time of deep crisis. ‘We cannot al-
low the seeds of hatred and prejudice to be sown afresh in our communi-
ties, and at this time especially, we cannot allow the cancer of antisemi-
tism to spread in our nation. | pray that we remain united against all forms
of discrimination, and for our Jewish neighbours and all our communities
to know that they are an essential part of our country’ he said. ‘And | offer
my prayers, as the whole of the Anglican world is doing today, for all the
people of the Holy Land’.

This conversation is available for you to watch on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgbsWk49nvM&t=5s
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The vicar got a little carried away with the
church's new state-of-the-art PA system
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‘Who built the Ark?’
‘Noah, Noah!’
'Who built the Ark?’
‘Brother Noah built the Ark!

..... we all sang lustily at a recent Little Dragons meeting, as

Mr. & Mrs. Noah and all the animals set forth in our lovely wooden
Ark. Little Dragons were all relieved to know that all was well
eventually and were happy to join in with more songs and actions
following the worrying time that Noah and his family had
experienced.

Here's hoping that all life's difficulties that may occur in the lives
of these little people, can be solved with a song and a smile.

Joy to everyone ... from Val, Frank, Marion E, Marion W,
Pat, Caroline .....

and from we three .....

Died in the services

@ Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that

hung on the side wall of the church. The plaque was
covered with names, and it seemed to fascinate the seven-year-
old. "All those names,” he said to the minister. "Who are they?"

"Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” explained
the minister. "This is a memorial to all the young men and women
who died in the services.'

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.
Little Alex's voice was barely audible when he asked,
"Which service, the 9 o'clock, or the 11 o'clock?”
21
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blanks then
find them in the E
word search M
aways, __ __
continually, __

in all circumstances.”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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but in every situation, by
and

Philippians 4:6-7 NIV

“For where two or three
in my name, there
| am with them.”
Matthew 18:20
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VOIRPTRENU
DITURIASKT
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TGATHERUYE
ECALLISTEN
BLESSRLORD

“Therefore, Z

your sins to one another and
____ __ _ foroneanother,
that you may be healed.”
James 5:16
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“Do not be anxious about anything,

with thanksgiving, present your
to God”

to all who

on himin

Psalm 145:18
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Find these
words too:
APPROACH
MEDITATE
HEAR « LISTEN
BLESS « PRAISE
FORGIVE « NAME
CRY OUT * AMEN

yourselves
to prayer, being
watchful and
thankful”
Colossians 4:2
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Deanery of Pontesbury

DEANERY NEWS

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell
telephone: 01938 552064 < email: wkrowell@btinternet.com

T: #Oug#’l' FOR THE MONT#H
A prayer for world peace

O God of the nations,
as we look to that day when you will gather people
from north and south, east and west,
into the unity of your peaceable Kingdom,
guide with your just and gentle wisdom all who take counsel
for the nations of the world,
that all your people may spend their days in security, freedom
and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Tk taeaig

An evening of Praising and Worshipping God

"Encourage one another and build
each other up, just as in fact you
are doing" 1 Thessalonians 5.11

Everyone welcome

car park 28th November
refreshments from 7pm 7.30pm start

Marton Village Hall
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From Fiona, the Archdeacon of Ludlow

Each year, the Royal British Legion’s Remembrance Festival focuses on
a different aspect of honouring those who have served the Crown and
country in the armed forces. This year the theme is Service, not just of
those deployed on active service, but the unseen service of those who
love them. We're encouraged to remember the impact that their ab-
sence, and their homecoming, can have not just on the service person-
nel but on their loved ones.

Those are the hidden costs of serving in the armed forces. Those at
home, whether they be parents, partners, spouses, or children, carry a
load of anxiety for their loved one. There’s the weight of managing
without them and then of re-shaping lives and routines around them
when they return. If they return, of course. If not, there’s the burden
of grief which will be carried life-long.

If they do return, they’re forever changed by what they’ve experi-
enced in combat or on peacekeeping duties. They may carry physical
and mental scars, and not know how to express them except among
their comrades, who don’t need words because they just get it, be-
cause they’ve seen and heard and smelled the same things. That can
have an impact on loved ones too.

| often tell the story in Remembrance services of a man | knew in my
home church who had been a prisoner of war in Burma during World
War Il. He’d seen and experienced unimaginable things but would nev-
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er talk to his wife about them. He didn’t want to. He didn’t want those
images to be spoken of in his home back in England. They weren’t to
invade that precious space, that haven. But that didn’t mean he’d for-
gotten, or that those memories didn’t trouble him. He and his wife
learned to live with them, and with the fact that some things just re-
mained unspoken.

Perhaps in this year’s season of Remembrance, as well as remember-
ing and giving thanks for the sacrifice of those who fought and died in
service of our nation and of peace, we can also remember to pray for
those still serving now, for those who love them and support them,
and for healing of the seen and unseen scars of war.

God of healing and of peace, in whose service is perfect freedom,

we hold before you those who serve our nation in His Majesty’s Armed
Forces, and those who love them.

We pray that during times of separation you would protect their rela-
tionships.

We pray that during times of reunion you would ease the transitions
and be present in homecomings.

We pray for healing of bodies, minds, and spirits broken by experiences
of combat, and for healing of grief for those who will never return.
Hold and guard all who serve on behalf of others, and their loved ones,
we pray.

Amen.

) @Y Come inand today. () (Z
o Al A

rush! A Oy
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Church to host all-Wales climate summit,
announces Archbishop of Wales

The health of Wales’s waterways and landscape will be the focus of an all-
Wales climate summit hosted by the Church in Wales next year.

The two-day event will bring together academics, activists, pressure
groups and stakeholders to discuss the impact of industry, agriculture, and
homes on the environment.

The summit was announced by the Archbishop of Wales, Andrew John.
Wales, he said, had “the opportunity to redesign our approach to energy, water,
land use and the sustainability of food supply and at a local level,” and the
Church in Wales was well placed to bring people together in “good conversation
and partnership”.

Archbishop Andrew said plans were in progress for “an intelligent and
honest conversation about one of the great challenges we face”. He said the
event would allow key people to “find not only a common language but agree
broad principles that allow policy and direction to emerge.”

It was the Church’s role, he said, to bring people together: “Church must
mean much more than prayers and gathering on Sunday... our commitment to
justice, to the creation, to the poor might take us into uncomfortable places......
Our ability to bring people together in good conversation and partnership
should never be underestimated.”

The summit will take place in the second half of 2024. More details will be
published nearer the time.

Meanwhile, the Church in Wales has made progress in its response to the cli-
mate emergency, said Archbishop Andrew. “It is now two years since we divest-
ed from fossil fuels - a major achievement and act of public witness.

“We’ve set ambitious goals and have made some early good progress. The
Governing Body also voted for our net zero ambition. We have a 10-Point Plan
to spur us into action and a carbon calculator, the Energy Footprint Tool, to
guide our plans.”

He called on churches to use the Energy Footprint Tool, challenging them
to complete it by Christmas. “This is an easy action for churches to take but a
vital one as it shows us where we are and how we can get to where we want to
be,” he said.
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Our police and soldiers are at the forefront of a national debate this autumn
on the use of firearms. David Pickup, a solicitor, encourages us o pray for
them, people committed to doing a difficult job.

A qood soldier
Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serv-

ing as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please
his commanding officer. (2 Timothy 2:3,4)

| went to Israel last year and one of the things you notice straightaway is
there are young people everywhere in military uniform. We do not live in
a society where you often see service people. When the police service
was formed in Britain in the 19" century, it was established as a civilian
force, not a branch of the armed services. And personally, | always feel
uneasy when | see police officers armed with guns, even though | know
they are there to protect me.

Of course, in New Testament times it would be commonplace to see sol-
diers. John the Baptist preached to them and told them to be fair, and
not to take advantage of the public. Some service people supported syn-
agogues and even became followers of Jesus. Jesus had a good encoun-
ter with a Centurion.

St Paul also would have been familiar with the military. There was often
public disorder which the troops dealt with, and of course he himself was
under house arrest and in prison. While in prison, he prayed for the pris-
on guards.

St Paul even used soldiers as an example to the early Christians — encour-
aging them to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ: obedient, willing to serve,
disciplined and trained.

This month let’s remember to pray for our police and our soldiers. They
have devoted their lives to doing a very difficult job, in often challenging
circumstances. Let’s do all we can to support their efforts to protect citi-

zens from harm, and to keep the peace.
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A new Kind of Remembprance poppy

For the first time in 28 years, there is
a new kind of poppy for Remembrance Sunday
this year: it is plastic free.

Director of the Poppy Appeal, Andy Taylor-Whyte ex-
plains: “We are very proud to introduce the plastic-free

poppy. It will not only enable people to support our
Armed Forces community but also continues the RBL's commitment to
sustainability.”

The new poppy has been three years in the development and making.
The aim was to reduce the use of single-use plastic and to “be eco-
nomical, sustainable, and less impactful to the environment.”

The new poppy design has a 40% smaller carbon footprint, and it
made from “bespoke red and green paper. “The paper comes from a
blend of renewable fibres, 50 per cent of which has been recovered
from the waste used in the production of coffee cups.

The plastic-free poppy will be available alongside remaining stocks of
the current poppy, to reduce any waste of poppies already produced.
Poppies containing single-use plastic can be returned to Sainsbury’s
stores for recycling.

Kemem}ering the National Service ~ L0 years on

This year marks 60 years since the end of National Service. The Royal
British Legion and the nation will be celebrating all that a generation of
young men did for this country during those years, when conscription
became just a part of growing up.

National Service drew in a staggering number of young men — more
than two million of them were conscripted between the end of the
Second World War and May 1963, when the last serviceman was de-
mobbed.
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Conscription had come about following the war, when there was a
huge demand for military resources in Britain. Young service men
were badly needed to retain the Empire, and to contribute to the oc-
cupation of Germany and Japan. Yet low birth rates in Britain in the
1930s meant there were fewer young men available for military ser-
vice.

And so the 1947 National Service Act was brought in as a solution. It
meant that young men aged 18 — 26 were required to serve in the

Armed Forces for 18 months. They were sent to posts in the UK and to

British garrisons around the world. Some fought on the front lines,
and some worked as clerks. Some taught in the Education Corps, and
some were on sentry duty.

For many of them, it would have been the first time they lived away
from their family, let alone left the country. So the National Service
made great demands on them — and left them with a wide range of
experiences.

Kememfmring tfwfirst heart transplant su rqeon

100 years ago this month, on 8™ November 1923, Christian Barnard,
the South African cardiac surgeon, was born. He made history when
he carried out the first successful human heart transplant in 1967.

Barnard qualified in medicine at the University of Cape Town in 1946.

After practising for several years in Cape Town, he moved to the USA
in 1955, where he worked at the University of Minnesota, partly with
the open-heart surgery pioneer, Walt Lillehei.

Barnard returned to South Africa in 1958 as head of the Department
of Experimental Surgery at the Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town.
It was here that he established a successful open-heart surgery pro-
gramme.

29



In 1967 Barnard led the team that performed the world’s first human-
to-human heart transplant. The heart of Denise Darvall, an accident
victim, was placed into the chest of 54-year-old Louis Washkansky,
who then regained full consciousness and could even talk easily.

Sadly, he died 18 days later of pneumonia, probably caused by the anti
-rejection drugs which had suppressed his immune system.

In all, four of Barnard’s first 10 patients survived for more than a year,
with two of them living on for 13 and 23 more years respectively.

Barnard retired as head of the Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery
in Cape Town in 1983.He was only 61, but rheumatoid arthritis in his
hands ended his surgical career. During his remaining years, Barnard
established the Christian Barnard Foundation, helping underprivileged
children worldwide. He died in 2001, aged 78.

Happy Birtfu{ny, 'Kzing Charles!

King Charles was born 75 years ago this month, on 14" No-
(LS. vember 1948, at Buckingham Palace in London. He was the
@‘, longest-serving monarch-in-waiting in British history and did
=" not ascend the throne until he was 73, following the death of
his mother in September 2022.

iiiia

Charles was crowned in the first coronation in seven decades, on 6™
May 2023. His current title is King of the United Kingdom of Great Brit-
ain and Northern Ireland.

But King Charles has also become head of the Commonwealth, an as-
sociation of 56 independent countries and 2.5 billion people. For 14 of
these countries, as well as the UK, the King is head of state. These
countries are known as the Commonwealth realms. They are Australia,
Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Belize, Canada, Grenada, Jamaica,
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, St Christopher and Neuvis, St Lucia, St
Vincent and the Grenadines, Solomon Islands, and Tuvalu.
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Kememﬁering T 5 Eliot ~from The Wasteland to Journey of the Magi

75 years ago this month, on 4™ November 1948, an American-born
British poet and playwright, T S Eliot, won the Nobel Prize for Literature. His
influence on modern poetry was so profound that he has been hailed as one
of the major poets of the 20" century.

T S Eliot was a poet, essayist, publisher, playwright, literary critic and
editor. But it was as a poet that he made his name. He played a central role
in the development of English-language Modernist poetry.

Eliot had been born in St Louis, Missouri, in 1888 to a long-established
family. His grandfather had founded Washington University in St Louis, and
his father was a successful businessman. Eliot was an undergraduate at Har-
vard, studied at the Sorbonne, returned to Harvard to learn Sanskrit, then
departed for Oxford University. Later he moved to England permanently.

Eliot’s first marriage, in London in 1915, was difficult. Vivian Haigh-
Wood suffered from serious mental instability, and the couple separated in
1935. She was finally committed to an institution, where she died in 1947.

Eliot began working at Lloyd’s Bank in London in 1917. In the evenings
he wrote reviews, essays, founded a critical quarterly, Criterion, and set
about writing poetry. That same year his first major work, The Love Song of J.
Alfred Prufrock, was published, to great critical acclaim.

His long, fragmented images and use of blank verse would influence
many poets to come. His masterpiece, The Waste Land, was published in
December 1922, and explores life in London in the aftermath of W.War 1.
The poem gave “profound expression to the nihilism of his generation.
”"Many other bleak poems, essays and reviews followed.

But then something unexpected happened: during the 1920s, Eliot’s
worldview was turned upside-down. He forsook his family’s Unitarianism, andwas
converted to Christianity, becoming a high Anglo-Catholic in London in 1927.

Many of his literary friends were horrified — the Bloomsbury Set ,and espe-
cially Virginia Wolfe, considered all religion to be anathema. Yet Eliot had made up
his mind and would not be argued or mocked out of his new-found faith in Jesus
Christ.

Instead, more poetry and plays followed — this time Christian -including Jour-
ney of the Magi, a Song for Simeon, Ash Wednesday, and Murder in the Cathedral.

Eliot lectured in the United States frequently in the 1930s and 40s. In 1957,
he married his assistant, Valerie Fletcher. He died in 1965, having left an indelible
mark on English poetry.
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The JESUS OFTEN TOLD
Tdle of the STORIES WITH
HIDDEN MEANINGS

TWO
BUILDERS

AT LONG, LONG LAST HE

THE FIRST BUILDER SEARCHED HIGH
AND LOW FOR A GO0OD SOLID ROCK ON

FOUND THE IDEAL SPOT.

WHICH TO BUILD HIS HIS HOME.

SO HE BEGAN TO BUILD.

HE THOUGHT SOME NICE FLAT SAND
WOULD BE AN EASY PLACE TO BUILD.

THE OTHER BUILDER
DIDN'T CARE WHERE HE

BUT ONE DAY THE
STORM CAME....

BUILT HIS HOUSE
.AND THE WIND BLEW..AND | [ "0 =330 2 || BUT THE HOUSE ON THE
THE RAIN FELL.... B L R R

3 . % L e i

s ROCK STOQD FIRM. .
i Vi 1

THE SAND COLLAPSED!

32

JESUS EXPLAINED -

..AND THE HOUSE ON TT5 IMPORTANT OUR LIVES HAVE

A FIRM FOUNDATION.



Your PUZZLE for November

Across 1 2 3 4 |5 8 7
1 ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when
he had given — , he broke it’ (1 Corinthi-
ans 11:24) (6)

4 ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall,
and his — over me is love’ (Song of Songs
2:4) (6)

8 Surrey town that hosts the National
Christian Resources Exhibition (5)

9 Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)
10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)

11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah

(1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)

12 A part of the temple where the blood

of a young bull was to be smeared (Ezekiel 45:19) (9)
17 ‘They make many promises, take false-and make agreements’ (Hosea 10:4) (5)
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it on his first missionary
journey (Acts 16:6) (7)
21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 2:3) (7)
22 ‘And feeble as —, in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail’ (5)
23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep—to his voice’ (John10:3) (6)
24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on the cross
(John 19:29) (6)
Down
1 Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and filled it with water
(1 Kings 18:32) (6)
2 ‘l am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7)
3 Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)
5 Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, restored the sight of the blinded Saul
of Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)
6 and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) and their gait (Joel 2:4) (6)
7 Athree (anag.) (6)
9 Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul (Acts 17:22) (9)
13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7) 14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)
15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6) 16 See 6 Down (6) 18 Paste (anag.) (5)
20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described (Isaiah 2:13) (5)
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A short story from the Bible

BibleBite

It can be read wn the Bible in
Genesis chapters L1:4.6 - 5:28

Joseph:sold. by his brothers, takento kqypt,
fiow i charge of the stored food as faitne
Spreads through Eqypt, and beyond. . .

Joseph's father sent 10 of Joseph's
brothers to Egypt to buy food. [7
&8 Joseph saw they dud not rec%qmgc him.
He wanted tosee his Little brother Benjamun.

& | bring your other

To prove you are )
not spies, you must

lorother to me. ..
=\

They needed more

food so they had
to take Benjamin
to Eqypt.

Then as ’chcg
went home. ..

(You have stolen my || The servant | (Tou are athiefand
| master’s specal cup. ’gcoo§< thwllq back nzust stay as a
o Joseph. || slave.
il
3 It would break oar
It was | ’ || Tathers heart. et
in Benjamin's Sack. me take his place,

But Tudah saud

Joseph saw that his brothers had

can look after

changcd. |

S0 il of Josephs
famuly moved

3
[y

lam your brother Joseph. You =

sold me but God sent me to Eqypt.

l Y.
(Com and (wve wg'h n;g]

4 p 1 j,/, N

to Equpt. [ |
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Here’s the Wordsearch for the Bible Bite story...

s|jluld|lalhle|la|r|t]|
tlelo|s|l|alv|e|b|qg|o
hig/ribir|io|t|h|le|r|s
i|ln/flvin|ls|l|s|n|s|e
elclojlalald|i|f|jlo|p
flhijoimim n|t|bla|l|h
alald|jlgli|t|e/m/d|g
tInimo|s|k/l|qg|i|blp
hig|c|i|cle|le|ly|n|u|c
ele/dlajnja|n|p|c|k|f
ridis|plijle|s|t|e|s]|t
little family sold
changed slave Judah
sack cup famine
sent food heart
test spies recoghise
Joseph Egypt Benjamin
brother  father servant
God master thief
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God in the SCTENCES

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday
Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.

God of the mountains, God of the valleys

Where were you when | laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you under-
stand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measur-
ing line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone ... The
earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its features stand out like those of a gar-
ment... Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the
deep? (Job 38:4-7, 14, 16)

These verses from the biblical book of Job focus on the Earth, from the top of
the highest mountains to the deepest valleys of the sea floor. Job used to have a
very comfortable life, but lost everything: health, children, and much of his proper-
ty. He can see no obvious reason for this terrible turn of events, so he demands an
answer from God, asking “What have | done to You...? Why have You made me your
target?”

There is no direct reply to Job’s question, but instead a long conversation
with his friends who assume (wrongly) that he must be being punished for doing
something very bad. When God finally speaks, He draws Job’s attention to his sur-
roundings. The sun, moon and stars, the immensity of land and sea, the creatures
that inhabit them, and the processes that produce weather are a wonderful display
of God’s creative power. God is the origin and sustainer of all these things, and they
are far beyond anything humankind could produce, fully understand or imagine —
even today.

The things we do know about the processes described in Job can help us ap-
preciate how marvellous they are. Mountains are produced by the movement of
the Earth’s rocky crust over great periods of time. Erosion by weathering or glaciers
then grinds down those rocks to produce the mineral component of soil.

Considering the wider perspective of creation can help restore our sense of
who we are, who God is, and where we fit into His purposes. God speaks to Job in
the midst of his suffering, lifting his eyes to the power and creativity of his Maker.
Only after this theology lesson are Job’s practical needs addressed. What will life be
like for us over the coming months? A constant check on our own thinking — re-
minding ourselves of the bigger picture of God’s plans and purposes — might be just
what we need to help us keep going.

This article drew very directly on the writing of Prof Bob White in New Daylight (BRF,

Sept-Dec 2020), and the input of a Bible study group based in Cambridge.
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Michael Burgess continues his look at great works of Christian art. You can see the
image described by googling ‘wall paintings of Pompeii’.

‘He gAVE us eyes 1o see them s Wall  painting of Fompesi

Each month we have explored how art celebrates the wonder of our
world — the seasons, the elements, animals and fish, flowers and fruit.
They manifest the glory of God the creator. Irenaeus, the 2 century
theologian, went further and wrote that ‘the glory of God is a living
person.” He was echoing Psalm 8: ‘What are human beings that you
are mindful of them...you have crowned them and put all things under
their feet.” Yes, the universe teaches of God the creator, but in becom-
ing one of us, the Son of God has put human beings above all Creation.

The nobility of that vision is captured in this 1* century wall painting
from Pompeii showing Neo and his wife. They lived at a time when St
Paul waspreaching and the gospels were being written. We don’t
know if those events made an impact on their lives. But we do know
that St Paul was executed around AD67, and just twelve years later
this couple were victims of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius.

Their almond-shaped eyes are like windows into their souls. We sense
the beauty, but also the fragility. They tell us that life is a gift to be
cherished precisely because it is so easily taken from us. Neo’s intense
eyes look at us, while his wife looks beyond into the distance. She has
the eyes of hopes and dreams that were cruelly shattered by the vol-
cano.

Living men and women, like this couple, are tokens of the wonder of
creation, but they also tell us of the transience of that very gift of life.
‘Where can we place our hope?’ we ask ourselves. The feasts of All
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Saints and All Souls tell us that the end of life here is a door opening
into a greater glory and a brighter light. There is wonder and beauty in

life here, and with the eyes of faith we can look beyond to glimpse the
wonder of eternity.

This picture is used with permission from Naples National Archaeological Museum.
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Saturday, November 4th
At The Trinity Centre, Meole Brace
7pm (doors open 6:30pm)

TICKETS: £15

Includes complimentary drink
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Servicing & MQOTs
Diagnostics
Repairs - Tyres
Air Conditioning
Pontesbury, SY5 ORJ

01743 790270
ploughgarage.co.uk

PLOUGH GARAGE

(Jack Evans & Sons) Established. 1919

Collingwood
Richardson & Co. Ltd

e Liability Insurance
e Motor Fleet e Property Owners
e Commercial Combined

T:01743790790 &7
www.collrich.co.uk  BlBA

Collingwood House, Pontesbury, SY5 ORF

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

PC & LAPTOP REPAIRS

COMPUTER PROBLEMS SOLVED

Internet, email, web browser, WiFi repairs
Virus & problem software removal
Slow computers made faster
New computers set-up
Training & tuition

Local Friendly Technician

EEEEEEA

Free collection & return for devices not reparable on site.

for a local, reliable & friendly service - direct to your door

Call local - 01743 294555

Computer Repair Man. Local Technicians You Can Trust!
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h WI Pontesbury
e Women'’s
msmmuu WOVEN Institute

meets on the
second Monday
of each month (except August)
at 2.00pm
in Pontesbury Public Hall.

Friendly group, interesting talks,
numerous Vvisits.
Why not join us?

New members always welcome.
Phone Irene Windows
on 01743 791903

Or just come along
to a meeting.

Free no obligation quotations provided. You only pay when we repair!

To place an advertisement in this
magazine, please email:
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com
or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256
Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine
has been devised by the advertiser in
question. St. George’s church accepts no
responsibility for the standard or quality
of goods and services provided.

St. George’s church accepts no liability
for any loss or damage arising from
acceptance of any advertised trading.
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GROUNDWORKS  BUILDING LANDSCAPING

With over 25 years’ experience, we specialise in
all aspects of Groundworks, Building and Landscaping.

FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS THINK HOMDEN EXCAVATIONS!

Tel: 01743 719092 Mob: 07812 5656584
Email: info@homdenexcavations.co.uk
Visit: www.homdenexcavations.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/homdenexcavations/
The Cottage, Lower Common, Longden, Shrewsbury, SY5 8HB

/ChildLine

Open 5.30pm to 10.30pm

Z N
Special 4 course Banquet Night / The Silver Line
Every Sunday £15.95 per person helpline for older people

Buffet Night Tuesdays £15.95 per person 0800 4 70 80 90
We are closed Mondays except Bank Holidays e —

Private parties can be catered for,

please ring 07763839775 W

Lea Cross Tandoori, If things are getting to you

Lea Cross, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY5 8HR .
Tel: 01743 860229 Q_ 16 LZ-=C -
Mobile: 07763839775 : ;

. . RITANS
Website: www.leacrosstandoori.co.uk Kﬂ‘ MA —j
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https://www.facebook.com/homdenexcavations/

DIRECTORS

W-R:R Pugh & Son

— established 1890 —

133 Longden Coleham Shrewsbury SY3 7DN | 87 Whitchurch Road Shrewsbury SY 1 4EE

01743 344646

info@pughsfuneraldirectors.com

Dedicated professional service throughout Shropshire
offering help and guidance in every aspect of arranging a
funeral service.

* No obligation written estimates available upon request
* Private service chapel

* Personalised funeral stationery and orders of service

* Forget Me Not Florist
* Private parking & disabled access

* Environmentally friendly options

* We can recommend professional stone masons
for all your memorial needs.

%
Golden Charter ? @
‘ N Resolp copywrite

42




Commercial
& Residential
Arborcare

Specialising in Sustainable Solutions
for Trees, Hedges and Woodlands
throughout Shropshire.

Tree Surgery Services

Tree & Hedge Planting
Hedge-Laying

Orchard Management

Woodland Creation

Site Clearance

Tree Preservation Orders

& Conservation Area Applications

Call: 01743891231
07974300 328
Email:  info@woodmattersltd.co.uk

€ treecareshropshire wood_matters_tree_care

www.woodmattersltd.co.uk

G E WILLIAMS

Quality Painting and Decorating

Interior and
Exterior
also
Carpet and
Upholstery
Cleaning
Estimates Free

25 Ashford Way,
Pontesbury

01743 790539
07813 242145

Tel:
Mob:

Window Cleaning:
Rates from:
Small House/Bungalow £10.00
Medium House/Bungalow £15.00
Large House/Bungalow £17.50

For a free quote please call or email:
07800 537789  andybithell@yahoo.co.uk

Day Care £35 f-\ - Weekly
- gy Cliffdale |
Residential or CARE HOME Lunch Club
Respite
Package from Shrewsbury Road, Pontesbury, SYS 0QD ©12.30pm.
g Two course
£550 per week W 01743 790 261 LE3 05
Email: info@cliffdalecarehome.co.uk AIERLES,

N\

7

We offer full time supported residency, respite and day care for older people
who require assistance from dedicated care staff.
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PlumbDrain
Maintain
Roofing

Mark Greeves

Tel: 07939 769616
/07943 314466
Blocked drains, Bathroom installs,
Taps changed, Roofing repairs, Guttering,
Leaking roofs, Slow running sinks & toilets,
Blocked manholes, Stopcpcks changed.

wmsh
w |'L!n(t'sr1)l)

Join us today at Pontesbury Pharmacy !

Your local Community Pharmacy
"ASK YOUR PHARMACIST WE'RE HERE
TO HELP"

01743790273

Find us on msnlunts.co.uk and Follow us on

f FACEBOOK W TWITTER () INSTAGRAM

The Complete Building Service

, Steve Bishop
General Builder \

Al typeas oF huilding work From:

General repai-s Extznsions Raofing
Renovatians & Alterations

Fatios Mencing & Decking
Garden Maittenance and more

Fully insured, no job ta small, call for a frea
estimate & no obligetian:

01743 792028 / 07773 868040
Clean, tidy, raliable
& professional.

HIGNETTS OF
PONTESBURY LTD.
Established 1919
Butchers * Bakers
Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish
tel: 01743 790228

SUZANNE
CLASSIC HAIR

Main Road, Pontesbury
Tel: 01743 791186

PHIL GRIFFITHS

Local Plumber

Tap Replacement
and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken.
New Taps Supplied and Fitted
Full Range available
Established 35 years

Tel: 01743 790046
Mobile: 07970 010148

MALTHOUSE

A dedicated and independent veterinary practice that
has been established in Shropshire for over 50 years,
specialising in companion animal care

Website: www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk
Email: reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246
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