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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

   

November 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk      (see page 4) 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE:  

God isn't looking for perfect people. He is 
looking to perfect people.– John Hileman 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 

mailto:webmaster@st-george.org.uk
mailto:stgsprinting@gmail.com
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES                              
                 with Revd. Pam bBikley 

November 
 
November for me and for many of us is all about remembrance. 
But I’m not going to go down the path of Remembrance Sunday – 
even though its an important date both in the Church and secular 
calendar. 
 
Instead I want to focus on All Souls. I don’t want this to sound de-
pressing but it’s one of my favourite services of the year. If you’ve 
never been to an All Souls service, then I would encourage you to 
do so.  
 
Why do I love this service so much? Well, we are given the time to 
mourn loved ones we have lost. It’s not that we don’t think of 
them throughout the year; but this service is focused on them.  
We always personally invite those whose loved ones funeral have 
been in the past twelve months and then we encourage members 
of our congregations to attend.  
 
We choose hymns that are often sung at funerals. Music invokes 
memories in so many ways that singing that hymn again can feel 
very emotional. We listen to favourite bible readings and poems. 
We light a candle in memory of that loved one – whether recently 
deceased or not. The sight of the altar at Holy Trinity, Minsterley lit 
with so many candles never ceases to move me. Each light the re-
membrance  of a loved one. Each light flickering in the darkness 
and reminding us of their presence.  
 
And of course, there is the reading out of the names of the de-
ceased. Each name important to someone in the congregation. We 
listen for that name that means so much to us. 
 
And of course, we pray. We pray for those who’ve gone before us; 
we pray for families and friends and this year again, we will pray 
for all those who died from Covid. Prayer, that eternal comfort, is 
the essence of this service. We begin with prayer; our hymns are 
prayers and we end with prayer.  
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When I first started to preside at these services with Rev Allan 
Toop, it occurred to me that part of the grieving process is the time 
to talk with others who are grieving too. That’s when we started to 
introduce refreshments after the service – it’s a special time. Some 
people come every year to this service – they may not come to 
church any other time, but this service touches their hearts. There 
are many who’ve become friends from sharing this service. People 
share memories of their loved ones; there are usually tears and al-
ways laughter as we remember the joy that they brought to our 
lives. 
 
So please come and join us – at Pontesbury on Sunday November 7th 
at 3 p.m  or at Minsterley on Tuesday November 2nd at 7 p.m – and 
share that time of remembrance. 
 

With blessings 
Pam 

Bells are rung:  

Muffled to commemorate the dead, open to celebrate the living. 
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Your Puzzle for this month 

20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)  
21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)  
22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)  
23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)  
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)  
28 Annie (anag.) (5)            29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)  
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11) 
 
Down 
2  ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by — hands’ (2 Corin-
thians 5:1) (5) 
3  Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)  
4  ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been poured upon 
me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)           5  — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)  
6  ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)  
7‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)  
8  ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)                               12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)  
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)      15 Liverpool dialect (6)  
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)  
20 19th century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical resistance is named (3)  
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)  
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his cross and follow 
me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)  
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning hundreds of Christians 
to cruel deaths (4)            27 See 18 Across 

Across 
1  In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of 
these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11) 
9‘No — , impure or greedy person has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of God’ (Ephesians 
5:5) (7) 
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)  
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)  
13 Taverns (4)  
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 
Corinthians 16:13) (4)  
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour 
his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)  
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from 
and what guided them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4) 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

31st October 

4th Sunday      
before Advent 

Group Service 

10:30 am 

at St.George’s 

Pontesbury  

 

Psalm 24: 1 – 6 

Rev. 21:  1 – 6a 

John 11: 32 - 44 

7th November      
3rd before Advent 
 
Celebrating 

All Saints  
 
 

10:30 am 
Morning Worship 

 
3:00pm 

All Souls Service 
(See page 3) 

Jonah 3: 1 – 5, 10 
Hebrews 9: 24 – end 
Mark 1: 14 – 20 

14th November      
2nd before Advent      

10:15 am 
 

Service of  
Remembrance 

 

Daniel 12: 1 – 3  
Hebrews 10: 11 – 14, 19 – 25 
Mark 13: 1 – 8 

21st November 
Christ the King & 
next before Advent 
 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 
6:00pm 

Service of Healing 

Daniel 7: 9 – 10, 13 – 14 
Rev. 1: 4b – 8 
John 18: 33 - 37 

28th November      
First Sunday of 
Advent  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

Jeremiah 33: 14 – 16 
1 Thessalonians 3: 9 – end 
Luke 21: 25 - 36 

A sermon will be recorded live from a Sunday morning service              
at one of our churches (audio not video) and one day in the following 

week will be posted on our website. 
To access this on our church website look for ‘Rector’                                          

in the section labelled ‘Blogs’.   
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Looking at GOD 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the COP26 climate conference. 
 

Caring for Creation 
 
This month sees the eagerly anticipated * COP26 climate confer-
ence in Glasgow. As Christians, we need to hold together two key 
insights, if we are to engage with the challenge of climate change: 
 
The world is not ours: 
‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). The 
world is not ours, but God’s! If we understand this, we will redis-
cover the responsibility of our calling to care for God’s world: ‘The 
Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15). This challenges our consum-
er mindset, that says the resources of the earth are both limitless 
and exist for our pleasure. As well as caring for the planet, we also 
need to care for its people, for it’s the poorest who will suffer the 
most from climate change. According to the World Bank, 100 mil-
lion could fall into poverty by 2030. We cannot properly address 
the climate crisis until we re-learn our place in God’s world! 
 
We belong to Christ: 
We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can look 
forward to the climax of history when God will restore the broken 
world and make everything new. We are empowered by Christ to 
take our proper place as stewards of the earth, as we share in this 
hope. We are called to love God and neighbour, and care for the 
planet by living simply, recycling, conserving energy and choosing 
reusable options. 
 
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can en-
gage in it with faith and not with fatalism!  
 
 
* (COP stands for Conference of the Parties, and will be attended by countries that 
signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) - a 
treaty agreed in 1994. The 2021 meeting will be the 26th meeting, which is why it's 
called COP26).  
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Who’s Who … ? 
Here are few more of those who write the   
Articles you read in this magazine. 

 
.  

 
 
 
Megan Carter enjoys writing poetry and has had her poetry published in 
various magazines and several anthologies.  She has recently had a 
small collection of her Christian verse published 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Revd Tony Horsfall is a writer and retreat leader based in York-
shire. Together with his wife Evelyn he served as a missionary in East 
Malaysia, and then as a pastor in West Yorkshire, before heading up 
the EQUIP training programme at Bawtry Hall, Doncaster. Tony now 

has his own ministry called Charis Training, specialising in offering sup-
port and guidance to    missionaries and church leaders. He enjoys 

playing Walking Football and supporting his local 
team, Barnsley FC 

 

 
The Ven. John Barton spent 20 years in parishes and was the 
Church of England’s Chief Broadcasting Officer before becoming 
an Archdeacon in the Midlands. Though officially retired, he has 
worked for both Archbishops and conducts services in dozens of 
East Kent churches. He is also trying to learn how to write, with the 
aim of linking daily life to the ever-present Christ.  

 
The Rev Dr Jo White has worked in social care and education 

since before she left secondary school, and for the 
last 15 years has done this as a Parish Priest in the Church of England. 

Jo has written articles in a various publications; both secular and spiritual, 
and is co-editor on two books about pilgrimage. Jo leads quiet days, re-

treats and time away for all those with any faith or none. Following her 
recent retirement from full-time ministry Jo is looking forward to develop-

ing her passion for finding more ways to help people recognise and     
connect with the God who is with us and for us  

and everywhere.  
 
 

Dr Ruth Bancewicz is Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge, where her 
remit is to help the UK Church interact with science in a helpful way. She 
studied genetics at Aberdeen and Edinburgh Universities, and has 
worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the Wellcome Trust Centre for 
Cell Biology in Edinburgh and the Development Officer for Christians in 
Science  

Lester Amann is a Londoner and has been a member of his local 
Anglican church in Ilford, Essex for 40 years. During this time he 
has undertaken numerous responsibilities including PCC member 
and church warden. For many years he regularly played the piano 
in the music group for services and is also a trumpet player. His 
work as editor of their monthly church magazine for 20 years came 
to an end in 2020 due to the pandemic. He was a Clinical Nurse 
Teacher, now retired.  
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Your Church magazine  
 
 Did you ever wonder how church magazines first got started?    
According to some historians, the first-ever church magazine was 
produced in Derby in 1859, shortly after the government abolished 
the tax on newspapers. 
 

 Of course, there had been other religious magazines before 
this, but they circulated on a national scale.  It took John Erksine 
Clarke, vicar of a poor parish in Derby, to come up with the idea of 
producing a local church magazine.    
 

 And after that, nothing was ever the same again. Clarke’s 
idea of a localised magazine gave power to the parishes. For the 
first time local Christians could have a common, regular Christian 
voice in their communities.   
 

 That may not seem like much now, but as one historian says: 
“In the early days those magazines were one of the very few piec-
es of print that many working-class homes would see.  In middle-
class homes they were often read aloud, as the family sat around 
the fire.  By the turn of the century church magazines were going 
into several millions of homes around the country.” And we should 
not underestimate their influence for the good. As Bishop Percival, 
preaching in Plymouth in 1886 said, “You cannot create a new 
world except by creating a new heart and a new purpose in com-
mon man.”    
 

 It is the same today – our magazines can still have a regular, 
common Christian witness in our communities, sharing our Chris-
tian hope in the grace and love of God, through Jesus Christ.  Our 
communities surely need to hear this message, and if we don’t 
share it with them, who will? 
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The Revd John Tyler considers what it means to remember. 
 

Remembrance  
 
Have you seen the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’? The first 20 minutes 
of the film is a powerful account of war, portraying the first landing 
crafts arriving at the Normandy beaches on D Day. The film suc-
cessfully brings to life the events of that day, as a vivid act of re-
membrance.  
 
From a biblical perspective, the word remembrance means making 
present a past reality, so that we can benefit from it today. On Re-
membrance Sunday we think about those who have given their 
lives in wars over the years, as well as those who continue to 
grieve over their lost loved ones. We want to make their sacrifice 
in past conflicts real for us today, so that we can engage with the 
horror of war and those enduring suffering today.  
 
It involves dealing with the why question in the face of relentless 
tragedies and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to 
take place? One of the great themes of the Scriptures is that God 
identifies with the suffering. But the Christian faith goes beyond 
this! It affirms that in Jesus, God’s Son, divinity became involved 
in suffering and death on the cross. It is at Calvary that we see 
how God Himself knows what it is to lose a loved one in an unpro-
voked attack. ‘I could never myself believe in God if it were not for 
the Cross. In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God 
who was immune to it?’ (John Stott).  
 
Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil 
and suffering to continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It 
can’t be that He doesn’t love us! God so loved us and hates suffer-
ing that He was willing to come down and get involved in our hurt-
ing world. This can be a source of real strength on such an occa-
sion.  
 
However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives 
are truly honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives 
in conflicts today? An appropriate response is to actively work and 
pray for justice in our world, especially where there is inequality 
and conflict. In a divided world we are also called to renew our ef-
forts to work for peace. We need to be serious about being peace-
makers, especially where it involves those close to us. As Jesus 
said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God’ (Matt 5:9). 
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We remember   By Megan Carter 
 

The Somme, Dunkirk and Passchendaele 
Cause us to think of times of war, 
When men and boys went bravely out 
They fought, some died and returned no more. 

They gave their all that we should live, 
We never should forget such cost, 

Remembering with thankful hearts 
Our freedom gained as lives were lost. 

Another Man gave up His life, 
Another war, another fight, 
With all mankind held fast in chains 
As darkness fell as black as night. 

The cost was high, a sinless life 
To break the chains and set us free, 
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s cross 

Paid that price for you, for me. 

Together all, yet each alone; 
Each laid at rest beneath his own 

Smooth turf or white allotted stone 

God be with you, our great and small, 
Our loves, our best-beloved of all, 
Our own beyond the salt sea-wall 

 

The Blessed Dead   By Christina Rosetti (1830-94) 

They lie at rest, our blessed dead; 
The dews drop cool above their head, 
They knew not when fleet summer fled. 

 

When shall our slumber sink so deep, 
And eyes that wept and eyes that weep 
Weep not in the sufficient sleep? 

 

All Saints’ Day and Remembrance Day in November naturally turn our 
thoughts to death and what lies beyond… 
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God in the Sciences   

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday 
Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge, writes on the positive re-
lationship between Science and Christian faith.   

 
Should We Have Faith in Science?  

 
 How do you feel about science after more than 18 months of 
pandemic: tired or interested, impressed or cynical – or a bit of every-
thing? The response to COVID-19 has demonstrated how ideology or 
worldview are hugely influential in our interpretation and use of scien-
tific data – and at times in the process of experimentation itself. 
Should we trial a vaccine in Spain or South Africa? Is this treatment 
safe enough to administer to the general public? Should vaccination be 
made compulsory? The data don’t tell us what to do.  
 So, when we are encouraged to ‘trust the science’ in our ongoing 
response to the pandemic, or in the run-up to the COP26 UN climate 
change conference, how can the Church respond? The whole biblical 
story affirms that God is the only one in whom we can have complete 
faith. On the other hand, I do put a certain amount of trust in other 
things. I can have faith in a plane, a body of knowledge, or a person. 
This trust is within limits because I know that air travel involves haz-
ards, a body of knowledge will contain some mistakes, and every ordi-
nary human is fallible.  
 I trust science to some extent because it involves careful obser-
vation and measurement, collecting different kinds of evidence. Data 
is interpreted, and competing interpretations are tried out. We sum-
marise our findings in general principles or mathematical equations. 
Scientists keep each other accountable by looking critically at each 
other’s work. Our knowledge is always provisional. You can’t prove an-
ything scientifically because we only deal in evidence, not proof.  
 On the other hand, there must always be the potential to dis-
prove a theory or it’s not science. Our aim is to keep getting nearer to 
the truth about the way the world is. Overall, I believe this method is 
reliable and worth supporting, but that only God is completely trust-
worthy. 
 Psalm Eight reminds us both of the splendour of God’s creation, 
and that He has placed us in a position of responsibility over it. Scien-
tific knowledge can be part of what helps us to rule well. The process 
of doing science can be a bit like a blurry image coming into focus. 
The more we learn, the better we can usually see what’s going on, and 
hopefully the easier it is to decide on a course of action. So in answer 
to the question ‘Should we have faith in science?’ I would say yes, 
when used wisely and within its proper limits. 
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A couple of QUOTES: on COVID and LOCAL CHURCHES from The Ven Bob Jack-
son, author, church growth consultant, visiting Fellow St Johns College Durham:  

 

“The way the churches switched to operating online was a triumph, a piece    of 
divine redemption. The great gain for individuals is that they can access    any 
church in the world at any time of their choosing, wherever they are,       on 

whatever device they have.  
 

“Former churchgoers now too frail for the pews can remain in the                            
congregation. Those who are away, ill, working or otherwise busy, can still 

attend church, a bit later on. Spiritual seekers, who formerly would not have 
known where to start, can now begin their journey to Jesus online.” 

seem always to be straining upwards, just as the Counter-
Reformation was exhorting the faithful to set their sights on heav-
en as they made their journey through life. 
 

In his early years in Crete El Greco trained as an icon painter, and 
that is much in evidence in ‘The Saviour.’ It shows a half-length 
figure of Christ – he was to paint a fuller figure later. This Christ 
like an icon is looking out at us, with his right hand raised to bless 
us and this world, while the left hand holds that same world in His 
care. We can see in the eyes an inner strength, but also the poign-
ant sadness of longing for this is a Saviour who has come through 
suffering and death to bring us new life. 
 

As we look and see, we find here in El Greco’s work a Christ-
calmed steadiness amid the spinning world of rush and busyness. 
The nearer we draw to this Jesus, the slower we will find ourselves 
spinning. The duties and responsibilities that demand so much 
from us take their place in the wider perspective of the Saviour’s 
grace and love. Then we can begin to experience that peace which 
the world cannot offer, but which Christ can bring. 
 

The first step in that process is to stop and look. The Curéd’Ars, a 
parish priest in France in the early 19th century, told how he no-
ticed an old man sitting at the back of his church every day. He 
didn’t seem to be doing anything, just sitting there in the same 
place at the same time, looking towards the Blessed Sacrament on 
the High Altar. Eventually the young priest became suspicious. He 
asked the man what he was doing. ‘I’m praying,’ came the reply.’ 
Yes, but what exactly is it you do?’ enquired the priest. ‘Well, I look 
at Him and He looks at me.’ 
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‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not 
weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning we will remember them.’ 

The American evangelist Billy Graham (1918—2018) considered 
war in the light of the Bible’s teaching. This article comes from his 
book ‘Answers to Life’s Problems’. 
 

Should a Christian go to war?  
 
War is one of the consequences of living in a fallen world in which 
sinful men and women are unable to settle differences between 
each other by peaceful means. 
 
I believe there are just wars. World War Two, for example, came 
about when a tyrant sought to take over the world while at the 
same time eradicating an entire race of people.  Only war put a 
stop to his bloodshed and enslavement of others. 
 
We must accept our responsibility as citizens. A man may protest 
against war and criticise his government for becoming involved in 
war, but as a citizen accepting the privileges and benefits of his 
government, he must also accept certain responsibilities.  If we 
are in entire disagreement with our government, we can always 
elect to take our citizenship elsewhere.   
 
John the Baptist said one time, when soldiers inquired of him con-
cerning their duty:  “Extort from no man by violence, neither ac-
cuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your wages.”  But 
he did not tell them that they must cease being soldiers.   
 
A Christian would find it hard to be a loyal citizen in a nation that 
promoted warfare.  We can thank God that we are part of a nation 
that first seeks to solve problems by peaceful means.   
 
From ‘Answers to Life’s Problems’  by Billy Graham,                    
W Publishing Group. 
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Tony Horsfall lost his wife last year to cancer. He is a former missionary 
in East Malaysia and former retreat leader based in West Yorkshire.   
This is part one of a two-part series. 
 

When someone you loved is dead 
 
Since my wife passed away in July 2020, I have often been asked, 
“What are you learning from your grief journey?” Here are a few 
standout lessons: 
 
1. That grief takes longer than you think to work itself through, and 
it can’t be rushed. It is a journey you must take slowly. 
 
2. That when you lose your spouse, you lose not only the person 
you loved, but the person who loved you. This second loss leaves a 
hole in your heart, making you very vulnerable to new relationships. 
 
3. That you will need to re-discover your identity as God’s deeply 
loved child in this season of your life, as if you had never known it 
before. 
 
4. That God can be trusted to help you rebuild your life, but trust 
may not come easily. It is better to focus on God’s trustworthiness 
than on your ability to trust, which may be shaky. 
 
5. That your experience of grief and your response to loss is unique 
and personal, so don’t compare your journey to that of others.  
 
6. That good friends can make the journey so much easier. Be pre-
pared to ask for help. 
 
7. That you will be ambushed by grief. Some things will take you by 
surprise, especially the little things. 
 
8. That the loss of a spouse will leave you feeling very lonely, even 
when you are surrounded by family and friends. This is not a weak-
ness, just a sign of what you have lost.  
 
9. That loneliness is not a mental illness, just a natural response to 
being bereaved, and it will get better. 
 
10. That moving forward is not a sign that you didn’t care, but that 
there is still a life to be lived and not wasted. 
 
To be concluded next month...  
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God in the Arts  
This month the Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the 
Arts with El Greco’s ‘The Saviour’  

‘All you who pass this 
way, look and see’ 
 
The philosopher Wittgenstein 
gave the following advice to 
people visiting an art gallery  
or exhibition: never try to rush 
through all the paintings on 
show, but instead choose just 
one painting. Sit in front of it 
for twenty minutes. Then get 
up and leave the art gallery.   
It is difficult advice to take to 
heart because we feel we want 
to get our money’s worth from 
an exhibition, especially if we 
have paid an entrance charge. 
Once in the gallery we then 
feel so overawed by the num-
ber of paintings on show and 
the pressure of the crowd that 
we go quickly from one canvas 
to the next. 

The rushing around at a gallery is part and parcel of the way we 
meet each day. We rush out of habit, and we rush because every-
one else is rushing. Our world seems set in the fast lane. Carl 
Honoré in his book ‘In Praise of Slow’ tells how, as a busy journal-
ist, he experienced a flashback to a time in his youth when life was 
unhurried. He reflects, with regret, that it was a better life then. 
 

If we do want to take Wittgenstein’s advice seriously and find our-
selves in the National Gallery in Edinburgh, we could do no better 
than choose to sit in front of this month’s painting: El Greco’s ‘The 
Saviour.’ El Greco was born in 1541 in Crete. From Greece he trav-
elled to Venice and Rome and finally to Toledo in Spain where he 
died in 1614. 
 

His art is a fusion of eastern and western traditions, given extra 
fervour by the Counter-Reformation and resulting in a unique style 
of painting. His canvases are peopled by elongated figures who 

‘El Greco, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons’ 
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O Gallant Youth    By Nigel Beeton  
  
Through long dark years our young have fought and died, 
In Freedom’s name our country’s foes defied; 
Now in Remembrance they are glorified, 
O Gallant Youth, we owe so much to you. 
 

Though they were young, when came their country’s call, 
Ready they were to stand up strong and tall. 
They did not flinch when asked to give their all, 
O Gallant Youth, we give our thanks for you. 
 

Rows of graves, with headstones white 
Tributes to our gallant men, 
From Sun’s rise till it sets from sight 
We’ll always remember them. 
 

Though they know well how high the price before - 
Legions of men and women lost in war - 
Our young today are standing firm and sure! 
O Gallant Youth, we are so proud of you! 
 

Desert sands, through wind or flame 
Far flung seas, or skies of blue 
Where you go in Freedom’s name 
We’ll always think of you. 
 

Go, in our name, to duty or to fight, 
Go, with our hopes into the darkest night; 
The hand of God will lead into the light. 
O Gallant Youth, we send our prayers with you! 
 

Follow your fellow men from ages past 
Stand side by side with them, sincere, steadfast 
Fight for the right until you come at last  
Home, Gallant Youth, to those that wait for you. 
 

 

Nigel Beeton writes: November is the month of remembrance, made more poignant this 
year by the recent withdrawal from Afghanistan. Was it a waste? It’s not for me to say, but 
the gallantry shown by our armed forces can never be a waste. We, like their families, are 
so proud of what they did in the name of freedom. I cannot think of a more appropriate 
poem than the one that I wrote in 2009 in response to the loss of our soldiers out there, O 
Gallant Youth: 
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The Revd Dr Jo White considers. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: The Bread We Share 
 
Last month we thought about the bread we share at the Commun-
ion table and what we do with any that is left over.  
 
Christian beliefs and thoughts about the consecrated bread range 
from it being a reminder to us of the love that Jesus showed for 
each of us by and through His death too, at the consecration the 
bread becomes the literal flesh of Christ that we are invited to 
consume. 
 
Wherever the church and the people are on that spectrum, the 
priest is always careful about the way the bread is handled. As we 
noted last month, this includes which container it is placed in to 
convey it after the service to those unable to attend. 
 
But what happens to any small pieces that                                
may have been broken, like crumbs, upon the altar? 
 
Although the altar is covered with a white cloth,                                         
there is another smaller cloth placed on top of it                                          
onto which the bread and wine, in their respective containers,            
are placed. 
The bread is usually on a plate or bowl-shaped dish called a paten, 
with ‘extra’ bread kept on a side table – the Credence Table – in 
case more is needed to be consecrated. 
 
The smaller white cloth is called a Corporal and is typically 12 
inches (30cms) square.  The name comes from the Latin corpus 
meaning body, and this is folded in three in both directions (then 
sometimes starched) and ironed in such a way that when it is 
opened onto the altar all the folds are ‘downward’ so it forms a 
‘bowl’ shape to catch those crumbs. 
 
After the Communion is shared, the cloth is then folded back upon 
itself and later taken outside the building and shaken to allow any 
crumbs to return to nature. 
 
This month:  Next time you are able to go to a Communion Ser-
vice, watch as the priests lays up the table for the time of conse-
cration. Perhaps, before the service, the sacristan may open the 
corporal and place it there. In your own home what is so precious 
that you try and catch every crumb? How do you do it? 
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD           November 2021  

Installation of new Dean of Hereford 
 
The Very Revd Sarah Brown was installed as the new Dean of Hereford on 
Saturday 2 October during a special choral evensong which also celebrated 
the Feast of St Thomas of Hereford. 
 
In a service which was livestreamed and attended by members of the cathe-
dral communities of Peterborough and Hereford, representatives from Here-
ford Diocese and local dignitaries, Sarah became the first woman in the 
1,300 year history of the diocese to be appointed to the role of Dean of Her-
eford. 
 
Sarah joins Hereford from Peterborough Cathedral where she has served in 
the role of Canon Missioner for three and a half years. Since her ordination 
in 2008, Sarah has worked closely within the agricultural and rural communi-
ty as well as gaining valuable experience of ministry to market towns and a 
cathedral city. As Dean of Hereford, she will have overall responsibility for 
the cathedral’s life, mission and ministry, alongside administration, finance 
and fabric matters as well as holding responsibilities in the wider diocese. 
 
Sarah has moved into the historic Cloisters of the cathedral with her hus-
band Richard, they have two children; Alice, who is a musician and Edward, 
who is training to be a vet. Sarah’s parents have also relocated to the city 
and Richard’s family are based just across the border in Monmouth. 
 
The livestream of the installation of the Dean of Hereford is available to 
watch on the cathedral website: www.herefordcathedral.org/news/
installation-of-the-dean-of-hereford 
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Afghanistan crisis: advice for parishes on helping refugees 

 
The Church of England has published a ‘toolkit’ of resources for 
parishes seeking to help refugees and asylum seekers from Af-
ghanistan in the wake of the Taliban takeover of the country. 
 

The material, available online, brings together links and infor-
mation on how churches can welcome people arriving from Af-
ghanistan through giving, longer-term practical support such as 
community sponsorship, prayer and advocacy. 
 

Staff in the Church of England’s national Mission and Public Af-
fairs team say they have been overwhelmed with messages from 
churches and individuals concerned by the situation in Afghani-
stan and asking what they can do to help.  
 

The toolkit includes a range of prayer and theological resources 
from the Church of England and other sources alongside details 
of an array of charities and NGOs also working to support refu-
gees and asylum seekers. 
 

It also includes a simple explanation of the two main resettle-
ment schemes and the asylum system and offers suggestions on 
how Christians can speak out on behalf of those unable to do so. 
 

In a foreword to the toolkit, the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, 
the Church of England’s Lead Bishop for Refugees and Asylum, 
said: “The challenge for the whole nation is to welcome these 
families and help them build new lives here in the United King-
dom.  
 

“Alongside this is the reality that there are thousands of Afghan 
citizens already here and stuck in the asylum system awaiting a 
response to their claim.  
 

“God’s call on God’s people has always been to welcome the 
stranger and help provide for them.So here is a fresh opportunity 
to live out this calling.  
 

“It is not a quick short-term response that is most needed but a 
willingness to befriend families and support them for the long 
haul.  
 

The Church of England is a longstanding supporter of refugee 
programmes. The material is available online at                                                   
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/
toolkit-supporting-afghan-refugees 

http://www.herefordcathedral.org/news/installation-of-the-dean-of-hereford
http://www.herefordcathedral.org/news/installation-of-the-dean-of-hereford
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concerts. No-one gave a thought to who would pay for their up-
keep in the future.  Now, one hundred years later, many are in 
need of repair, cleaning or restoration. Sadly, some have been 
vandalised or have had the metal plaques stolen.   
 

Many local authorities, including town and parish councils, have 
taken responsibility for the upkeep of memorials although there 
rarely is any legal duty to do this.  
 

What could you do? 
 

Research the history of your local memorial. Your county record 
office may have information. When was it dedicated? If appropri-
ate, mark the centenary. You can find out about casualties via the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website.  
 

Also, there may be people in the area who have memories or pho-
tographs of the men who served. Some of the older locals may re-
member what it was like to grow up in the area during the war or 
what their parents remember.    
 

If the memorial needs attention, then this is a skilled job. The War 
Memorials Trust works to protect and conserve war memorials in 
the UK. The charity provides free advice to anyone as well as run-
ning grant schemes to support repair and conservation projects. 
You can find a range of resources at www.warmemorials.org/ 

One million downloads for Daily Prayer podcast 
 

Hundreds of thousands of people have discovered the ancient mo-
nastic cycle of daily prayer through a Church of England podcast 
which has received more than a million downloads in just six 
months. 
 

The Daily Prayer podcast, which is integrated into the free Daily 
Prayer app, brings listeners together twice a day for short tradition-
al services of Morning and Evening.  
 

The podcast, available both via the Daily Prayer app as well as all 
major podcasting platforms, has had just under a quarter of a mil-
lion unique listeners since launching. 
 

The services follow the pattern set out in the Church of England’s 
Common Worship services, with readings recorded by people 
around the country and music from one of the choirs of St Martin-in
-the-Fields in London. 
 

The podcast, which was launched in March 2021, has around 8,000 
people listening each day. Find it at:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-
service-daily-prayer/daily-prayer-app-and-podcast 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who  
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group 
offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  

   We may not be able to visit you at the moment, but 
    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone you -  
  if we can help, we will !  

   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

Our Church Community 

 

Hi folks! Last year our whole community helped to 
 ‘Light up Pontesbury.’  

 

This year our Festival of trees and cribs,                                                  
will have the theme *STARS* 

 

St. George’s church building is lit up from the beginning of                       
Advent, and the festival in church is December 9th to the 12th. 

 

Please do join in these celebrations and get ready for Christmas.  
Mary Worrall 

 

Shrewsbury Brass Band presents:  
 

A Brass Band Christmas 
 

at 7.30pm on Saturday 18th December in St. George’s church. 
Tickets, to include light refreshments, £10 (adults) £5 (under 16) 

 

Details and tickets coming soon ... 
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Tea Services have recommenced!  
A service of Holy Communion followed by tea, cakes and a time                    

to catch up and chat on the                                                             
first Tuesday of each month at St George's Church. 

 

Join us on November 2nd at 2.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello to all Children’s Society supporters, 
 
What a wonderful day we were blessed with for my final coffee 
morning. I would like to thank everyone who attended, and many 
more who donated to the charity, raising a total of £559.00 for 
the Children’s Society on the day. 
 
Thanks also go to my lovely friends Jenny, Mary, Gilly, and Jean, 
who worked so hard providing coffee and cake for everyone, plus 
the many people who generously provided prizes for the raffle. 
 
I have enjoyed every moment in fundraising over the past 10 
years, and have raised a total of £8,000.00 for this very needy 
charity. It would now be good if I could hand over to someone 
else, who could carry on with this much needed charity work.     
Are you interested? … then please let me know. 
 

Thank you everyone, 
Irene Parker 

  
 
 
 
On Saturday Sept 18th, Greg led a party of walkers around the six 
churches of our group. Starting at 8am: St. George’s-Habberley-     
Snailbeach-Shepherd’s Rock-Shelve-Hope-Minsterley-returning to 

Pontesbury 5pm. 
 

Pontesbury has raised £810. This figure, added to that from 
the other churches makes a grand total of £2005. 

Stephen Winwood 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

David Pickup, a solicitor, considers : 
 

War memorials 
 

Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.  

(Matthew 5:4) 
 
National and local memorials to the 
casualties were first proposed dur-
ing the First World War. After the 
war ended, local committees were 
set up to plan how to commemorate 
the sacrifice of their young men’s 
lives. The committees were not usu-
ally run by the local churches but 
often by landowners, employers, 
and representatives of comrades’ 
groups. Memorials often started as 
shrines where locals could gather to 
leave messages or flowers. 
 

Over the next few years, permanent memorials were set up in 
every village, town and city across the UK. They differ widely in 
style. Sometimes a stone cross was chosen, other times a plaque 
or an obelisk. They usually list the names of local men who died, 
but sometimes all the men from the community who had served. 
Sometimes they list just names, while others are complete with 
details of the units they served in. They usually reflect an equality 
in death – that no-one was more important than another. 
 

In many cases, memorials were not dedicated until well into the 
1920s. It took time to decide on the design and raise money. In 
many cases there was difficulty in tracing the names of all the fall-
en. There was also the question of where to site the memorial. 
Most are on roadsides, or in the centre of a community. Some, but 
not many, are in churchyards. Many memorials were facilities for 
the community such as recreation grounds or village halls in addi-
tion to the lists of names. 
 

Most memorials were paid for by public donations, local fetes and 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Intergenerational Mission update: from Mark Hackney 
 
Hello everyone, we thought it would be good to let everyone know 
what is happening in the Deanery through the Intergenerational 
mission we are doing. We would appreciate your prayers for this 
work in the Deanery. 
 
We always knew that September would be the month we would 
start in earnest, being able to meet in person and the schools let-
ting us in. What follows may seem like a shopping list, but we 
thought it is the most direct way of sharing it. 
 
- We are continuing to meet on a Tuesday evening for Alpha on 
Zoom as well as meeting at noon in Yockleton church in person.  
The Holy Spirit day is 6th November at Quinta.  Anyone in the 
Deanery is invited to attend. Details available from Ian Williams, 
Mark Hackney or clergy. 
 
- The Friday Bible study continues to meet following the end of the 
Wellbeing course. This is a great support for those who attend. 
 
- Two new Messy Churches will have started in Hanwood and Long-
den village halls. At Longden we had 11 Parents, 26 children and 
10 volunteers. Hanwood starts on the 11th October which will have 
happened when you read this. 
 
- A family service started in Chirbury church called “The 4th @ 4, 
we had 3 families attend. 
 
- Café church has also restarted at Westbury which is being re-
ceived very well. 
 
- A family service is held at Minsterley church which has attracted a 
couple of new families. 
 
- A youth drop in/café has started in Minsterley church on a Mon-
day and we have had 8 young people attend. 



16 

- I am back in the Mary Webb school mentoring a number of pupils 
on a Monday. 
 
Please pray for all those involved in these activities and for those 
who attend. 
There are also a number of new initiatives that will be starting over 
the next few months. Please pray for us as we pray and plan these 
as well as my work in the Diocese. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and prayer; we will keep you 
updated on all we are doing. 
 
Mark Hackney 

 

PONTESBURY MUHEZA LINK 
 
 

   
 

UPDATE MEETING 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 13th 2.30pm  

 

St George’s Church Pontesbury  
 

JOIN US FOR AFTERNOON TEA AND HEAR THE 
LATEST NEWS OF OUR PROJECTS IN TANZANIA 

AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT                        
THE FUTURE OF THE LINK. 
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Advent resources 
Just a few Advent goodies for church and individuals.  
  
Candles: 
 Small pyramid candle   £4.50 
 Tall pyramid candle  £5.99 
 Individual advent candles with the names of Jesus £3.25 
 
Books: 
 For families – Creation to Crib – An Advent Journey for every-

one £14.99 
 Music of Eternity – Archbishop of York’s Advent Book 2021  

£10.99 
 Jesse Tree – Advent Activity and     

Storybook £7.99 
 
Church Advent sets £23.99 to £26.99 
  
We also have a wide range of         
Advent calendars from £1.50 to 
£4.50 for the Chocolate Real Advent 
Calendar 
  
The Illuminate Trust Ltd 
18 Wyle Cop 
Shrewsbury 
SY1 1XB 
 
01743 233657 
admin@illuminatebooks.org.uk 
www.illuminatebooks.org.uk 

Looking back to our harvest celebration and the  
decorated umbrella competition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
A good selection of photos are on our church website. 
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Webmaster 
 
After many years of fantastic service, Richard Elliot has stood down as 
webmaster for the St George’s website. This means that we urgently 
need a replacement.  

One possibility is that we recruit someone to take on the higher functions 
of web design, maintenance and security; while others take responsibility 
for the administrative function of inputting up to date information/news.  

Richard has kindly offered to induct and train anyone who takes on either 
role. If you would like to know more, please speak to either Richard or 
Greg. We want to take this opportunity to thank Richard for his excellent 
and faithful service in this vital communication role. 

The new season of Little Dragons is now underway and it is good to report 
that everyone is working hard to keep safe and well. 
 
All our newbies have soon learned the ropes concerning what happens in 
each area; enjoying the art and craft work, especially the week when we did 
the ‘marble rolling’ pictures.  Jackson Pollock has nothing on our little artists.   
 
Storytime is good fun and everyone has got the idea of sitting nicely on the 
dragon cushions, enjoying the story, joining in singing and marching – that 
Grand Old Duke is still going up and down the hill, at least twice each ses-
sion.  
 
I have been dared by one of the Big Dragons to risk the musical instru-
ments, but I have to be well-charged up for that; full of energy. Best to keep 
it until just before a holiday break as the Musical Director (me) needs much 
time to recover. I keep suggesting that perhaps one of the other ‘biggies’ 
leads band practice, but it is amazing to find that they all seem to disappear 
when it is put before them.  Hmmm!  A plan will have to be devised!! 
 
Best wishes to all of you from Val and from we three: 
 
 
         George                           Uncle Sam              and Idris 
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Looking at CHURCH overseas 

Will you help train leaders for the Chinese church? 
 
The Bible Society is appealing for support to fund Chinese Chris-
tian students to go to seminary, and to equip lay preachers to 
serve the growing Church in China. 
 
As a spokesman explains, “It’s so encouraging to hear of a million 
people in China becoming Christians each year. But explosive 
growth has meant leaders are stretched to the limit. A single or-
dained pastor serves on average 6,700 Christians. New believers 
need wise leaders.” 
 
If you would like to help train Chinese pastors, please go to 
www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate. 
 
 

Sharia, apostasy and the Taliban 
 
Christians who remain in Afghanistan are at risk of being hunted 
down and killed by the Taliban, now that the Islamist group has 
regained control of the country.  
 
The Taliban has reiterated that “in the future, all matters of gov-
ernance and life in Afghanistan will be regulated by the laws of the 
Holy Sharia”. 
 
This means that the Christians of Afghanistan, as first-generation 
converts, along with their children, will be considered apostates 
(murtadd) from Islam. They are therefore, according to sharia 
(Islamic law), liable to the death penalty. 
 
Barnabas Fund reports that Christians have been told that they 
must convert back to Islam, leave Afghanistan, or be killed. 
 

Crossword Solutions: 

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm. 17, Accuse. 18, 
East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, Chryso-
prase.  
DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8, Commemorate. 12, 
Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star. 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate
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- I am back in the Mary Webb school mentoring a number of pupils 
on a Monday. 
 
Please pray for all those involved in these activities and for those 
who attend. 
There are also a number of new initiatives that will be starting over 
the next few months. Please pray for us as we pray and plan these 
as well as my work in the Diocese. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and prayer; we will keep you 
updated on all we are doing. 
 
Mark Hackney 

 

PONTESBURY MUHEZA LINK 
 
 

   
 

UPDATE MEETING 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 13th 2.30pm  

 

St George’s Church Pontesbury  
 

JOIN US FOR AFTERNOON TEA AND HEAR THE 
LATEST NEWS OF OUR PROJECTS IN TANZANIA 

AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT                        
THE FUTURE OF THE LINK. 

 19 

Advent resources 
Just a few Advent goodies for church and individuals.  
  
Candles: 
 Small pyramid candle   £4.50 
 Tall pyramid candle  £5.99 
 Individual advent candles with the names of Jesus £3.25 
 
Books: 
 For families – Creation to Crib – An Advent Journey for every-

one £14.99 
 Music of Eternity – Archbishop of York’s Advent Book 2021  

£10.99 
 Jesse Tree – Advent Activity and     

Storybook £7.99 
 
Church Advent sets £23.99 to £26.99 
  
We also have a wide range of         
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Calendar 
  
The Illuminate Trust Ltd 
18 Wyle Cop 
Shrewsbury 
SY1 1XB 
 
01743 233657 
admin@illuminatebooks.org.uk 
www.illuminatebooks.org.uk 

Looking back to our harvest celebration and the  
decorated umbrella competition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
A good selection of photos are on our church website. 

mailto:admin@illuminatebooks.org.uk
http://www.illuminatebooks.org.uk/
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Tea Services have recommenced!  
A service of Holy Communion followed by tea, cakes and a time                    

to catch up and chat on the                                                             
first Tuesday of each month at St George's Church. 

 

Join us on November 2nd at 2.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello to all Children’s Society supporters, 
 
What a wonderful day we were blessed with for my final coffee 
morning. I would like to thank everyone who attended, and many 
more who donated to the charity, raising a total of £559.00 for 
the Children’s Society on the day. 
 
Thanks also go to my lovely friends Jenny, Mary, Gilly, and Jean, 
who worked so hard providing coffee and cake for everyone, plus 
the many people who generously provided prizes for the raffle. 
 
I have enjoyed every moment in fundraising over the past 10 
years, and have raised a total of £8,000.00 for this very needy 
charity. It would now be good if I could hand over to someone 
else, who could carry on with this much needed charity work.     
Are you interested? … then please let me know. 
 

Thank you everyone, 
Irene Parker 

  
 
 
 
On Saturday Sept 18th, Greg led a party of walkers around the six 
churches of our group. Starting at 8am: St. George’s-Habberley-     
Snailbeach-Shepherd’s Rock-Shelve-Hope-Minsterley-returning to 

Pontesbury 5pm. 
 

Pontesbury has raised £810. This figure, added to that from 
the other churches makes a grand total of £2005. 

Stephen Winwood 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

David Pickup, a solicitor, considers : 
 

War memorials 
 

Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.  

(Matthew 5:4) 
 
National and local memorials to the 
casualties were first proposed dur-
ing the First World War. After the 
war ended, local committees were 
set up to plan how to commemorate 
the sacrifice of their young men’s 
lives. The committees were not usu-
ally run by the local churches but 
often by landowners, employers, 
and representatives of comrades’ 
groups. Memorials often started as 
shrines where locals could gather to 
leave messages or flowers. 
 

Over the next few years, permanent memorials were set up in 
every village, town and city across the UK. They differ widely in 
style. Sometimes a stone cross was chosen, other times a plaque 
or an obelisk. They usually list the names of local men who died, 
but sometimes all the men from the community who had served. 
Sometimes they list just names, while others are complete with 
details of the units they served in. They usually reflect an equality 
in death – that no-one was more important than another. 
 

In many cases, memorials were not dedicated until well into the 
1920s. It took time to decide on the design and raise money. In 
many cases there was difficulty in tracing the names of all the fall-
en. There was also the question of where to site the memorial. 
Most are on roadsides, or in the centre of a community. Some, but 
not many, are in churchyards. Many memorials were facilities for 
the community such as recreation grounds or village halls in addi-
tion to the lists of names. 
 

Most memorials were paid for by public donations, local fetes and 
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concerts. No-one gave a thought to who would pay for their up-
keep in the future.  Now, one hundred years later, many are in 
need of repair, cleaning or restoration. Sadly, some have been 
vandalised or have had the metal plaques stolen.   
 

Many local authorities, including town and parish councils, have 
taken responsibility for the upkeep of memorials although there 
rarely is any legal duty to do this.  
 

What could you do? 
 

Research the history of your local memorial. Your county record 
office may have information. When was it dedicated? If appropri-
ate, mark the centenary. You can find out about casualties via the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website.  
 

Also, there may be people in the area who have memories or pho-
tographs of the men who served. Some of the older locals may re-
member what it was like to grow up in the area during the war or 
what their parents remember.    
 

If the memorial needs attention, then this is a skilled job. The War 
Memorials Trust works to protect and conserve war memorials in 
the UK. The charity provides free advice to anyone as well as run-
ning grant schemes to support repair and conservation projects. 
You can find a range of resources at www.warmemorials.org/ 

One million downloads for Daily Prayer podcast 
 

Hundreds of thousands of people have discovered the ancient mo-
nastic cycle of daily prayer through a Church of England podcast 
which has received more than a million downloads in just six 
months. 
 

The Daily Prayer podcast, which is integrated into the free Daily 
Prayer app, brings listeners together twice a day for short tradition-
al services of Morning and Evening.  
 

The podcast, available both via the Daily Prayer app as well as all 
major podcasting platforms, has had just under a quarter of a mil-
lion unique listeners since launching. 
 

The services follow the pattern set out in the Church of England’s 
Common Worship services, with readings recorded by people 
around the country and music from one of the choirs of St Martin-in
-the-Fields in London. 
 

The podcast, which was launched in March 2021, has around 8,000 
people listening each day. Find it at:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-
service-daily-prayer/daily-prayer-app-and-podcast 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who  
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group 
offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  

   We may not be able to visit you at the moment, but 
    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone you -  
  if we can help, we will !  

   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

Our Church Community 

 

Hi folks! Last year our whole community helped to 
 ‘Light up Pontesbury.’  

 

This year our Festival of trees and cribs,                                                  
will have the theme *STARS* 

 

St. George’s church building is lit up from the beginning of                       
Advent, and the festival in church is December 9th to the 12th. 

 

Please do join in these celebrations and get ready for Christmas.  
Mary Worrall 

 

Shrewsbury Brass Band presents:  
 

A Brass Band Christmas 
 

at 7.30pm on Saturday 18th December in St. George’s church. 
Tickets, to include light refreshments, £10 (adults) £5 (under 16) 

 

Details and tickets coming soon ... 

http://www.warmemorials.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/daily-prayer-app-and-podcast
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/daily-prayer-app-and-podcast
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD           November 2021  

Installation of new Dean of Hereford 
 
The Very Revd Sarah Brown was installed as the new Dean of Hereford on 
Saturday 2 October during a special choral evensong which also celebrated 
the Feast of St Thomas of Hereford. 
 
In a service which was livestreamed and attended by members of the cathe-
dral communities of Peterborough and Hereford, representatives from Here-
ford Diocese and local dignitaries, Sarah became the first woman in the 
1,300 year history of the diocese to be appointed to the role of Dean of Her-
eford. 
 
Sarah joins Hereford from Peterborough Cathedral where she has served in 
the role of Canon Missioner for three and a half years. Since her ordination 
in 2008, Sarah has worked closely within the agricultural and rural communi-
ty as well as gaining valuable experience of ministry to market towns and a 
cathedral city. As Dean of Hereford, she will have overall responsibility for 
the cathedral’s life, mission and ministry, alongside administration, finance 
and fabric matters as well as holding responsibilities in the wider diocese. 
 
Sarah has moved into the historic Cloisters of the cathedral with her hus-
band Richard, they have two children; Alice, who is a musician and Edward, 
who is training to be a vet. Sarah’s parents have also relocated to the city 
and Richard’s family are based just across the border in Monmouth. 
 
The livestream of the installation of the Dean of Hereford is available to 
watch on the cathedral website: www.herefordcathedral.org/news/
installation-of-the-dean-of-hereford 
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Afghanistan crisis: advice for parishes on helping refugees 

 
The Church of England has published a ‘toolkit’ of resources for 
parishes seeking to help refugees and asylum seekers from Af-
ghanistan in the wake of the Taliban takeover of the country. 
 

The material, available online, brings together links and infor-
mation on how churches can welcome people arriving from Af-
ghanistan through giving, longer-term practical support such as 
community sponsorship, prayer and advocacy. 
 

Staff in the Church of England’s national Mission and Public Af-
fairs team say they have been overwhelmed with messages from 
churches and individuals concerned by the situation in Afghani-
stan and asking what they can do to help.  
 

The toolkit includes a range of prayer and theological resources 
from the Church of England and other sources alongside details 
of an array of charities and NGOs also working to support refu-
gees and asylum seekers. 
 

It also includes a simple explanation of the two main resettle-
ment schemes and the asylum system and offers suggestions on 
how Christians can speak out on behalf of those unable to do so. 
 

In a foreword to the toolkit, the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, 
the Church of England’s Lead Bishop for Refugees and Asylum, 
said: “The challenge for the whole nation is to welcome these 
families and help them build new lives here in the United King-
dom.  
 

“Alongside this is the reality that there are thousands of Afghan 
citizens already here and stuck in the asylum system awaiting a 
response to their claim.  
 

“God’s call on God’s people has always been to welcome the 
stranger and help provide for them.So here is a fresh opportunity 
to live out this calling.  
 

“It is not a quick short-term response that is most needed but a 
willingness to befriend families and support them for the long 
haul.  
 

The Church of England is a longstanding supporter of refugee 
programmes. The material is available online at                                                   
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/
toolkit-supporting-afghan-refugees 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/toolkit-supporting-afghan-refugees
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/toolkit-supporting-afghan-refugees
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O Gallant Youth    By Nigel Beeton  
  
Through long dark years our young have fought and died, 
In Freedom’s name our country’s foes defied; 
Now in Remembrance they are glorified, 
O Gallant Youth, we owe so much to you. 
 

Though they were young, when came their country’s call, 
Ready they were to stand up strong and tall. 
They did not flinch when asked to give their all, 
O Gallant Youth, we give our thanks for you. 
 

Rows of graves, with headstones white 
Tributes to our gallant men, 
From Sun’s rise till it sets from sight 
We’ll always remember them. 
 

Though they know well how high the price before - 
Legions of men and women lost in war - 
Our young today are standing firm and sure! 
O Gallant Youth, we are so proud of you! 
 

Desert sands, through wind or flame 
Far flung seas, or skies of blue 
Where you go in Freedom’s name 
We’ll always think of you. 
 

Go, in our name, to duty or to fight, 
Go, with our hopes into the darkest night; 
The hand of God will lead into the light. 
O Gallant Youth, we send our prayers with you! 
 

Follow your fellow men from ages past 
Stand side by side with them, sincere, steadfast 
Fight for the right until you come at last  
Home, Gallant Youth, to those that wait for you. 
 

 

Nigel Beeton writes: November is the month of remembrance, made more poignant this 
year by the recent withdrawal from Afghanistan. Was it a waste? It’s not for me to say, but 
the gallantry shown by our armed forces can never be a waste. We, like their families, are 
so proud of what they did in the name of freedom. I cannot think of a more appropriate 
poem than the one that I wrote in 2009 in response to the loss of our soldiers out there, O 
Gallant Youth: 
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The Revd Dr Jo White considers. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: The Bread We Share 
 
Last month we thought about the bread we share at the Commun-
ion table and what we do with any that is left over.  
 
Christian beliefs and thoughts about the consecrated bread range 
from it being a reminder to us of the love that Jesus showed for 
each of us by and through His death too, at the consecration the 
bread becomes the literal flesh of Christ that we are invited to 
consume. 
 
Wherever the church and the people are on that spectrum, the 
priest is always careful about the way the bread is handled. As we 
noted last month, this includes which container it is placed in to 
convey it after the service to those unable to attend. 
 
But what happens to any small pieces that                                
may have been broken, like crumbs, upon the altar? 
 
Although the altar is covered with a white cloth,                                         
there is another smaller cloth placed on top of it                                          
onto which the bread and wine, in their respective containers,            
are placed. 
The bread is usually on a plate or bowl-shaped dish called a paten, 
with ‘extra’ bread kept on a side table – the Credence Table – in 
case more is needed to be consecrated. 
 
The smaller white cloth is called a Corporal and is typically 12 
inches (30cms) square.  The name comes from the Latin corpus 
meaning body, and this is folded in three in both directions (then 
sometimes starched) and ironed in such a way that when it is 
opened onto the altar all the folds are ‘downward’ so it forms a 
‘bowl’ shape to catch those crumbs. 
 
After the Communion is shared, the cloth is then folded back upon 
itself and later taken outside the building and shaken to allow any 
crumbs to return to nature. 
 
This month:  Next time you are able to go to a Communion Ser-
vice, watch as the priests lays up the table for the time of conse-
cration. Perhaps, before the service, the sacristan may open the 
corporal and place it there. In your own home what is so precious 
that you try and catch every crumb? How do you do it? 
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Tony Horsfall lost his wife last year to cancer. He is a former missionary 
in East Malaysia and former retreat leader based in West Yorkshire.   
This is part one of a two-part series. 
 

When someone you loved is dead 
 
Since my wife passed away in July 2020, I have often been asked, 
“What are you learning from your grief journey?” Here are a few 
standout lessons: 
 
1. That grief takes longer than you think to work itself through, and 
it can’t be rushed. It is a journey you must take slowly. 
 
2. That when you lose your spouse, you lose not only the person 
you loved, but the person who loved you. This second loss leaves a 
hole in your heart, making you very vulnerable to new relationships. 
 
3. That you will need to re-discover your identity as God’s deeply 
loved child in this season of your life, as if you had never known it 
before. 
 
4. That God can be trusted to help you rebuild your life, but trust 
may not come easily. It is better to focus on God’s trustworthiness 
than on your ability to trust, which may be shaky. 
 
5. That your experience of grief and your response to loss is unique 
and personal, so don’t compare your journey to that of others.  
 
6. That good friends can make the journey so much easier. Be pre-
pared to ask for help. 
 
7. That you will be ambushed by grief. Some things will take you by 
surprise, especially the little things. 
 
8. That the loss of a spouse will leave you feeling very lonely, even 
when you are surrounded by family and friends. This is not a weak-
ness, just a sign of what you have lost.  
 
9. That loneliness is not a mental illness, just a natural response to 
being bereaved, and it will get better. 
 
10. That moving forward is not a sign that you didn’t care, but that 
there is still a life to be lived and not wasted. 
 
To be concluded next month...  
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God in the Arts  
This month the Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the 
Arts with El Greco’s ‘The Saviour’  

‘All you who pass this 
way, look and see’ 
 
The philosopher Wittgenstein 
gave the following advice to 
people visiting an art gallery  
or exhibition: never try to rush 
through all the paintings on 
show, but instead choose just 
one painting. Sit in front of it 
for twenty minutes. Then get 
up and leave the art gallery.   
It is difficult advice to take to 
heart because we feel we want 
to get our money’s worth from 
an exhibition, especially if we 
have paid an entrance charge. 
Once in the gallery we then 
feel so overawed by the num-
ber of paintings on show and 
the pressure of the crowd that 
we go quickly from one canvas 
to the next. 

The rushing around at a gallery is part and parcel of the way we 
meet each day. We rush out of habit, and we rush because every-
one else is rushing. Our world seems set in the fast lane. Carl 
Honoré in his book ‘In Praise of Slow’ tells how, as a busy journal-
ist, he experienced a flashback to a time in his youth when life was 
unhurried. He reflects, with regret, that it was a better life then. 
 

If we do want to take Wittgenstein’s advice seriously and find our-
selves in the National Gallery in Edinburgh, we could do no better 
than choose to sit in front of this month’s painting: El Greco’s ‘The 
Saviour.’ El Greco was born in 1541 in Crete. From Greece he trav-
elled to Venice and Rome and finally to Toledo in Spain where he 
died in 1614. 
 

His art is a fusion of eastern and western traditions, given extra 
fervour by the Counter-Reformation and resulting in a unique style 
of painting. His canvases are peopled by elongated figures who 

‘El Greco, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons’ 
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A couple of QUOTES: on COVID and LOCAL CHURCHES from The Ven Bob Jack-
son, author, church growth consultant, visiting Fellow St Johns College Durham:  

 

“The way the churches switched to operating online was a triumph, a piece    of 
divine redemption. The great gain for individuals is that they can access    any 
church in the world at any time of their choosing, wherever they are,       on 

whatever device they have.  
 

“Former churchgoers now too frail for the pews can remain in the                            
congregation. Those who are away, ill, working or otherwise busy, can still 

attend church, a bit later on. Spiritual seekers, who formerly would not have 
known where to start, can now begin their journey to Jesus online.” 

seem always to be straining upwards, just as the Counter-
Reformation was exhorting the faithful to set their sights on heav-
en as they made their journey through life. 
 

In his early years in Crete El Greco trained as an icon painter, and 
that is much in evidence in ‘The Saviour.’ It shows a half-length 
figure of Christ – he was to paint a fuller figure later. This Christ 
like an icon is looking out at us, with his right hand raised to bless 
us and this world, while the left hand holds that same world in His 
care. We can see in the eyes an inner strength, but also the poign-
ant sadness of longing for this is a Saviour who has come through 
suffering and death to bring us new life. 
 

As we look and see, we find here in El Greco’s work a Christ-
calmed steadiness amid the spinning world of rush and busyness. 
The nearer we draw to this Jesus, the slower we will find ourselves 
spinning. The duties and responsibilities that demand so much 
from us take their place in the wider perspective of the Saviour’s 
grace and love. Then we can begin to experience that peace which 
the world cannot offer, but which Christ can bring. 
 

The first step in that process is to stop and look. The Curéd’Ars, a 
parish priest in France in the early 19th century, told how he no-
ticed an old man sitting at the back of his church every day. He 
didn’t seem to be doing anything, just sitting there in the same 
place at the same time, looking towards the Blessed Sacrament on 
the High Altar. Eventually the young priest became suspicious. He 
asked the man what he was doing. ‘I’m praying,’ came the reply.’ 
Yes, but what exactly is it you do?’ enquired the priest. ‘Well, I look 
at Him and He looks at me.’ 
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‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not 
weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning we will remember them.’ 

The American evangelist Billy Graham (1918—2018) considered 
war in the light of the Bible’s teaching. This article comes from his 
book ‘Answers to Life’s Problems’. 
 

Should a Christian go to war?  
 
War is one of the consequences of living in a fallen world in which 
sinful men and women are unable to settle differences between 
each other by peaceful means. 
 
I believe there are just wars. World War Two, for example, came 
about when a tyrant sought to take over the world while at the 
same time eradicating an entire race of people.  Only war put a 
stop to his bloodshed and enslavement of others. 
 
We must accept our responsibility as citizens. A man may protest 
against war and criticise his government for becoming involved in 
war, but as a citizen accepting the privileges and benefits of his 
government, he must also accept certain responsibilities.  If we 
are in entire disagreement with our government, we can always 
elect to take our citizenship elsewhere.   
 
John the Baptist said one time, when soldiers inquired of him con-
cerning their duty:  “Extort from no man by violence, neither ac-
cuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your wages.”  But 
he did not tell them that they must cease being soldiers.   
 
A Christian would find it hard to be a loyal citizen in a nation that 
promoted warfare.  We can thank God that we are part of a nation 
that first seeks to solve problems by peaceful means.   
 
From ‘Answers to Life’s Problems’  by Billy Graham,                    
W Publishing Group. 
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We remember   By Megan Carter 
 

The Somme, Dunkirk and Passchendaele 
Cause us to think of times of war, 
When men and boys went bravely out 
They fought, some died and returned no more. 

They gave their all that we should live, 
We never should forget such cost, 

Remembering with thankful hearts 
Our freedom gained as lives were lost. 

Another Man gave up His life, 
Another war, another fight, 
With all mankind held fast in chains 
As darkness fell as black as night. 

The cost was high, a sinless life 
To break the chains and set us free, 
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s cross 

Paid that price for you, for me. 

Together all, yet each alone; 
Each laid at rest beneath his own 

Smooth turf or white allotted stone 

God be with you, our great and small, 
Our loves, our best-beloved of all, 
Our own beyond the salt sea-wall 

 

The Blessed Dead   By Christina Rosetti (1830-94) 

They lie at rest, our blessed dead; 
The dews drop cool above their head, 
They knew not when fleet summer fled. 

 

When shall our slumber sink so deep, 
And eyes that wept and eyes that weep 
Weep not in the sufficient sleep? 

 

All Saints’ Day and Remembrance Day in November naturally turn our 
thoughts to death and what lies beyond… 
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God in the Sciences   

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday 
Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge, writes on the positive re-
lationship between Science and Christian faith.   

 
Should We Have Faith in Science?  

 
 How do you feel about science after more than 18 months of 
pandemic: tired or interested, impressed or cynical – or a bit of every-
thing? The response to COVID-19 has demonstrated how ideology or 
worldview are hugely influential in our interpretation and use of scien-
tific data – and at times in the process of experimentation itself. 
Should we trial a vaccine in Spain or South Africa? Is this treatment 
safe enough to administer to the general public? Should vaccination be 
made compulsory? The data don’t tell us what to do.  
 So, when we are encouraged to ‘trust the science’ in our ongoing 
response to the pandemic, or in the run-up to the COP26 UN climate 
change conference, how can the Church respond? The whole biblical 
story affirms that God is the only one in whom we can have complete 
faith. On the other hand, I do put a certain amount of trust in other 
things. I can have faith in a plane, a body of knowledge, or a person. 
This trust is within limits because I know that air travel involves haz-
ards, a body of knowledge will contain some mistakes, and every ordi-
nary human is fallible.  
 I trust science to some extent because it involves careful obser-
vation and measurement, collecting different kinds of evidence. Data 
is interpreted, and competing interpretations are tried out. We sum-
marise our findings in general principles or mathematical equations. 
Scientists keep each other accountable by looking critically at each 
other’s work. Our knowledge is always provisional. You can’t prove an-
ything scientifically because we only deal in evidence, not proof.  
 On the other hand, there must always be the potential to dis-
prove a theory or it’s not science. Our aim is to keep getting nearer to 
the truth about the way the world is. Overall, I believe this method is 
reliable and worth supporting, but that only God is completely trust-
worthy. 
 Psalm Eight reminds us both of the splendour of God’s creation, 
and that He has placed us in a position of responsibility over it. Scien-
tific knowledge can be part of what helps us to rule well. The process 
of doing science can be a bit like a blurry image coming into focus. 
The more we learn, the better we can usually see what’s going on, and 
hopefully the easier it is to decide on a course of action. So in answer 
to the question ‘Should we have faith in science?’ I would say yes, 
when used wisely and within its proper limits. 
 
 



28 

Your Church magazine  
 
 Did you ever wonder how church magazines first got started?    
According to some historians, the first-ever church magazine was 
produced in Derby in 1859, shortly after the government abolished 
the tax on newspapers. 
 

 Of course, there had been other religious magazines before 
this, but they circulated on a national scale.  It took John Erksine 
Clarke, vicar of a poor parish in Derby, to come up with the idea of 
producing a local church magazine.    
 

 And after that, nothing was ever the same again. Clarke’s 
idea of a localised magazine gave power to the parishes. For the 
first time local Christians could have a common, regular Christian 
voice in their communities.   
 

 That may not seem like much now, but as one historian says: 
“In the early days those magazines were one of the very few piec-
es of print that many working-class homes would see.  In middle-
class homes they were often read aloud, as the family sat around 
the fire.  By the turn of the century church magazines were going 
into several millions of homes around the country.” And we should 
not underestimate their influence for the good. As Bishop Percival, 
preaching in Plymouth in 1886 said, “You cannot create a new 
world except by creating a new heart and a new purpose in com-
mon man.”    
 

 It is the same today – our magazines can still have a regular, 
common Christian witness in our communities, sharing our Chris-
tian hope in the grace and love of God, through Jesus Christ.  Our 
communities surely need to hear this message, and if we don’t 
share it with them, who will? 
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The Revd John Tyler considers what it means to remember. 
 

Remembrance  
 
Have you seen the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’? The first 20 minutes 
of the film is a powerful account of war, portraying the first landing 
crafts arriving at the Normandy beaches on D Day. The film suc-
cessfully brings to life the events of that day, as a vivid act of re-
membrance.  
 
From a biblical perspective, the word remembrance means making 
present a past reality, so that we can benefit from it today. On Re-
membrance Sunday we think about those who have given their 
lives in wars over the years, as well as those who continue to 
grieve over their lost loved ones. We want to make their sacrifice 
in past conflicts real for us today, so that we can engage with the 
horror of war and those enduring suffering today.  
 
It involves dealing with the why question in the face of relentless 
tragedies and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to 
take place? One of the great themes of the Scriptures is that God 
identifies with the suffering. But the Christian faith goes beyond 
this! It affirms that in Jesus, God’s Son, divinity became involved 
in suffering and death on the cross. It is at Calvary that we see 
how God Himself knows what it is to lose a loved one in an unpro-
voked attack. ‘I could never myself believe in God if it were not for 
the Cross. In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God 
who was immune to it?’ (John Stott).  
 
Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil 
and suffering to continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It 
can’t be that He doesn’t love us! God so loved us and hates suffer-
ing that He was willing to come down and get involved in our hurt-
ing world. This can be a source of real strength on such an occa-
sion.  
 
However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives 
are truly honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives 
in conflicts today? An appropriate response is to actively work and 
pray for justice in our world, especially where there is inequality 
and conflict. In a divided world we are also called to renew our ef-
forts to work for peace. We need to be serious about being peace-
makers, especially where it involves those close to us. As Jesus 
said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God’ (Matt 5:9). 
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Looking at GOD 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the COP26 climate conference. 
 

Caring for Creation 
 
This month sees the eagerly anticipated * COP26 climate confer-
ence in Glasgow. As Christians, we need to hold together two key 
insights, if we are to engage with the challenge of climate change: 
 
The world is not ours: 
‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). The 
world is not ours, but God’s! If we understand this, we will redis-
cover the responsibility of our calling to care for God’s world: ‘The 
Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15). This challenges our consum-
er mindset, that says the resources of the earth are both limitless 
and exist for our pleasure. As well as caring for the planet, we also 
need to care for its people, for it’s the poorest who will suffer the 
most from climate change. According to the World Bank, 100 mil-
lion could fall into poverty by 2030. We cannot properly address 
the climate crisis until we re-learn our place in God’s world! 
 
We belong to Christ: 
We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can look 
forward to the climax of history when God will restore the broken 
world and make everything new. We are empowered by Christ to 
take our proper place as stewards of the earth, as we share in this 
hope. We are called to love God and neighbour, and care for the 
planet by living simply, recycling, conserving energy and choosing 
reusable options. 
 
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can en-
gage in it with faith and not with fatalism!  
 
 
* (COP stands for Conference of the Parties, and will be attended by countries that 
signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) - a 
treaty agreed in 1994. The 2021 meeting will be the 26th meeting, which is why it's 
called COP26).  

 29 

Who’s Who … ? 
Here are few more of those who write the   
Articles you read in this magazine. 

 
.  

 
 
 
Megan Carter enjoys writing poetry and has had her poetry published in 
various magazines and several anthologies.  She has recently had a 
small collection of her Christian verse published 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Revd Tony Horsfall is a writer and retreat leader based in York-
shire. Together with his wife Evelyn he served as a missionary in East 
Malaysia, and then as a pastor in West Yorkshire, before heading up 
the EQUIP training programme at Bawtry Hall, Doncaster. Tony now 

has his own ministry called Charis Training, specialising in offering sup-
port and guidance to    missionaries and church leaders. He enjoys 

playing Walking Football and supporting his local 
team, Barnsley FC 

 

 
The Ven. John Barton spent 20 years in parishes and was the 
Church of England’s Chief Broadcasting Officer before becoming 
an Archdeacon in the Midlands. Though officially retired, he has 
worked for both Archbishops and conducts services in dozens of 
East Kent churches. He is also trying to learn how to write, with the 
aim of linking daily life to the ever-present Christ.  

 
The Rev Dr Jo White has worked in social care and education 

since before she left secondary school, and for the 
last 15 years has done this as a Parish Priest in the Church of England. 

Jo has written articles in a various publications; both secular and spiritual, 
and is co-editor on two books about pilgrimage. Jo leads quiet days, re-

treats and time away for all those with any faith or none. Following her 
recent retirement from full-time ministry Jo is looking forward to develop-

ing her passion for finding more ways to help people recognise and     
connect with the God who is with us and for us  

and everywhere.  
 
 

Dr Ruth Bancewicz is Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge, where her 
remit is to help the UK Church interact with science in a helpful way. She 
studied genetics at Aberdeen and Edinburgh Universities, and has 
worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the Wellcome Trust Centre for 
Cell Biology in Edinburgh and the Development Officer for Christians in 
Science  

Lester Amann is a Londoner and has been a member of his local 
Anglican church in Ilford, Essex for 40 years. During this time he 
has undertaken numerous responsibilities including PCC member 
and church warden. For many years he regularly played the piano 
in the music group for services and is also a trumpet player. His 
work as editor of their monthly church magazine for 20 years came 
to an end in 2020 due to the pandemic. He was a Clinical Nurse 
Teacher, now retired.  

https://www.faraday-institute.org/churches/
http://www.cis.org.uk/
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Your Puzzle for this month 

20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)  
21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)  
22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)  
23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)  
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)  
28 Annie (anag.) (5)            29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)  
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11) 
 
Down 
2  ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by — hands’ (2 Corin-
thians 5:1) (5) 
3  Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)  
4  ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been poured upon 
me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)           5  — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)  
6  ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)  
7‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)  
8  ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)                               12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)  
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)      15 Liverpool dialect (6)  
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)  
20 19th century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical resistance is named (3)  
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)  
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his cross and follow 
me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)  
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning hundreds of Christians 
to cruel deaths (4)            27 See 18 Across 

Across 
1  In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of 
these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11) 
9‘No — , impure or greedy person has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of God’ (Ephesians 
5:5) (7) 
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)  
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)  
13 Taverns (4)  
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 
Corinthians 16:13) (4)  
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour 
his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)  
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from 
and what guided them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4) 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

31st October 

4th Sunday      
before Advent 

Group Service 

10:30 am 

at St.George’s 

Pontesbury  

 

Psalm 24: 1 – 6 

Rev. 21:  1 – 6a 

John 11: 32 - 44 

7th November      
3rd before Advent 
 
Celebrating 

All Saints  
 
 

10:30 am 
Morning Worship 

 
3:00pm 

All Souls Service 
(See page 3) 

Jonah 3: 1 – 5, 10 
Hebrews 9: 24 – end 
Mark 1: 14 – 20 

14th November      
2nd before Advent      

10:15 am 
 

Service of  
Remembrance 

 

Daniel 12: 1 – 3  
Hebrews 10: 11 – 14, 19 – 25 
Mark 13: 1 – 8 

21st November 
Christ the King & 
next before Advent 
 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 
6:00pm 

Service of Healing 

Daniel 7: 9 – 10, 13 – 14 
Rev. 1: 4b – 8 
John 18: 33 - 37 

28th November      
First Sunday of 
Advent  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

Jeremiah 33: 14 – 16 
1 Thessalonians 3: 9 – end 
Luke 21: 25 - 36 

A sermon will be recorded live from a Sunday morning service              
at one of our churches (audio not video) and one day in the following 

week will be posted on our website. 
To access this on our church website look for ‘Rector’                                          

in the section labelled ‘Blogs’.   
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When I first started to preside at these services with Rev Allan 
Toop, it occurred to me that part of the grieving process is the time 
to talk with others who are grieving too. That’s when we started to 
introduce refreshments after the service – it’s a special time. Some 
people come every year to this service – they may not come to 
church any other time, but this service touches their hearts. There 
are many who’ve become friends from sharing this service. People 
share memories of their loved ones; there are usually tears and al-
ways laughter as we remember the joy that they brought to our 
lives. 
 
So please come and join us – at Pontesbury on Sunday November 7th 
at 3 p.m  or at Minsterley on Tuesday November 2nd at 7 p.m – and 
share that time of remembrance. 
 

With blessings 
Pam 

Bells are rung:  

Muffled to commemorate the dead, open to celebrate the living. 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES                              
                 with Revd. Pam bBikley 

November 
 
November for me and for many of us is all about remembrance. 
But I’m not going to go down the path of Remembrance Sunday – 
even though its an important date both in the Church and secular 
calendar. 
 
Instead I want to focus on All Souls. I don’t want this to sound de-
pressing but it’s one of my favourite services of the year. If you’ve 
never been to an All Souls service, then I would encourage you to 
do so.  
 
Why do I love this service so much? Well, we are given the time to 
mourn loved ones we have lost. It’s not that we don’t think of 
them throughout the year; but this service is focused on them.  
We always personally invite those whose loved ones funeral have 
been in the past twelve months and then we encourage members 
of our congregations to attend.  
 
We choose hymns that are often sung at funerals. Music invokes 
memories in so many ways that singing that hymn again can feel 
very emotional. We listen to favourite bible readings and poems. 
We light a candle in memory of that loved one – whether recently 
deceased or not. The sight of the altar at Holy Trinity, Minsterley lit 
with so many candles never ceases to move me. Each light the re-
membrance  of a loved one. Each light flickering in the darkness 
and reminding us of their presence.  
 
And of course, there is the reading out of the names of the de-
ceased. Each name important to someone in the congregation. We 
listen for that name that means so much to us. 
 
And of course, we pray. We pray for those who’ve gone before us; 
we pray for families and friends and this year again, we will pray 
for all those who died from Covid. Prayer, that eternal comfort, is 
the essence of this service. We begin with prayer; our hymns are 
prayers and we end with prayer.  
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk      (see page 4) 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE:  

God isn't looking for perfect people. He is 
looking to perfect people.– John Hileman 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

   

November 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 


