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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

   

August 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE:  
Time is Nature's way of making sure that everything doesn't happen  

all at once.  - Anon 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 

mailto:webmaster@st-george.org.uk
mailto:stgsprinting@gmail.com
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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        LIFTING UP OUR EYES 

Musings from The Hermitage 
 
Once in a while, a random conversation can throw up a question that 
sets you off on a thinking trip! This happened to me a few weeks ago. 
An old friend, a convinced atheist, made the observation that, since 
we now know that the earth is just a miniscule speck of dust in the 
vast, unknowable cosmos, a speck of dust on the edge of an insignifi-
cant little galaxy, it is childish and absurd, (he said), to imagine we 
have any significance at all. For sure, it is a remarkable stroke of luck 
(he continued) that we are here at all, but that is all it is: a stroke of 
luck, a happy and completely insignificant accident of the coming to-
gether of certain conditions. 
 
Pondering this, there is it seems, a fundamental question to be asked: 

On what basis do we determine the significance of something?  
How do we decide what has greater significance?  

What makes you or me significant? 
 
Generally speaking, the world works on the assumption that signifi-
cance is measured by how big something is.  Personal significance is 
the result of acquisition, achievement,  power and control; the more 
we possess, the more spectacular our achievements, the greater our 
significance.  So we labour to have more possessions, more status; to 
be more successful, more powerful, in order to find greater signifi-
cance and worth.  And we judge other people accordingly.  There are 
always casualties in this world view – the ones who have failed to 
make the grade, or who have become the victims in someone else’s 
scramble for the top.   
 
But is there an alternative?  Yes, there is!  It is writ large through the 
Scriptures, and finds its full expression in the person of Jesus Christ.  
At his baptism, his heavenly Father affirmed him with these words: 
“This is my son, in whom I delight” ….and that was before Jesus had 
done anything!    It is an alternative world view, taught clearly in the 
Sermon on the Mount, diametrically opposed to the way the world op-
erates, the  world-view of the kingdom of God.  It is not how big we 
are, how successful, how powerful, that makes us significant.  We, 
and the world which is our only home in the universe,  are eternally 
significant because we are eternally loved. 
 

Carolyn 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

1st August 
9th Sunday 
after Trinity 

10:30am 
Morning  
Worship 
 

Exodus 16: 2 – 4, 9 – 15 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 16 
John 6: 24 – 35 

8th August     
10th Sunday 
after Trinity 

10:30am Holy  
Communion 
 

1 Kings 19: 4 – 8 
Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2 
John 6: 35, 41 – 51 

15th August     
11th Sunday 
after Trinity  

10:30am Holy 
Communion 
 

Proverbs 9: 1 – 6 
Ephesians 5: 15 – 20 
John 6: 51 – 58 

22nd Au-
gust 12th 
Sunday after 
Trinity   

10:30am Holy 
Communion 
 

Joshua 24: 1 – 2a, 14 – 18 
Ephesians 6: 10 – 20 
John 6: 56 - 69 

29th August     
13th Sunday 
after Trinity  

Group Service  
10:30am Holy  
Communion 
 

Psalm 15 
James 1: 17 – end 
Mark 7: 1 – 8, 14 – 15, 21 - 23  

Sunday morning services will be available on the Church website 
www.st-george.org.uk  from about 10.15am, for those who are 

unable to attend the services in person. 
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Your Puzzle for this month 

Word Search:   The Transfiguration 
 

On 6 August the Church remembers the Transfiguration of  
Jesus. The story is told in Matthew 17, Mark 9 and Luke 9.  
The mountain may well have been one of the three high spurs of 
Mount Hermon, which rises to 9,000 feet. Jesus was suddenly 
transfigured before Peter, James and John. His face began to 
shine as the sun, his garments became white and dazzling.  
Then Elijah and Moses appeared, but why? These two men  
represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old 
Testament. But both the Law and the Prophets found their true 
and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. Elijah and Moses 
were handing on the baton, if you like. Now God’s dwelling with 
mankind would depend on the New Covenant based on Jesus’ 
death on the cross. 
 

Find these words from the text in the grid: 
 
 
Transfiguration 
Mountain 
Peter 
James  
John 
Radiant 
Beloved 
Son 
Well 
Pleased 
Dwelling 
Mankind 
New 

covenant 
Face 
Exodus 
Mount  
Sinai 
Sealing 
Moses 
Law 
Elijah 
prophets 
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Although officially the Ride and Stride        
Saturday is September 11 this year,        
a group of us plans to walk with Greg      
a week later – September 18 – around            

the 6 churches of the Pontesbury              
and Stiperstones groups.   

 

Here is Greg’s projected route: 
 

Pontesbury ―› Habberley ―› Snailbeach ―› Shelve ―›   
Hope ―› Minsterley ―› Pontesbury. 

 
The Snailbeach ―› Shelve stretch will be via Shepherd’s Rock.  
The whole circuit is said to be 17 miles long.   
 
Greg would be delighted if some of you would sponsor us.  The 
proceeds of the sponsorship will be divided between Shropshire 
Historic Churches Trust and the church of your choice, with SHCT 
keeping any tax reclaimed.  As SHCT has generously made grants 
to our local churches, it is a charity well worth supporting.  Better 
still, I hope some of you will join us for the entire route or part of 
it. 
Greg can give you further details: call him 07902 794653 or          
email him at rectorpontstip@gmail.com       
 

Remember the date -- September 18. 

Our Church Community  

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

                  St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we will!  
   

 Call in confidence:  
       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any 
reason, please contact Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  

 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

 

St George’s Church, Pontesbury 

Little Dragons 
Group for Under Fives & their Carers 

 
Following the enforced shutdown due to the pandemic  

we intend to re-commence sessions on  
Tuesday 7th September. 

 
We are open on Tuesdays during term time  

between 10.00 am and 11.30 a.m. 
 

There is no charge for attending but  
Voluntary Contributions are always welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

                      (And see page 21) 

Catherine Trimby 
Memorial Service 

2 pm, Saturday 4
th
 September  

St. George’s Church, Pontesbury 
+++ 

Please note that some Covid restrictions may still apply 
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Physicist and Priest: John Polkinghorne (1930-2021) 
 
At the age of 48 the Cambridge Professor John Polkinghorne decid-
ed he’d done his bit for physics and that it was time for a different 
sort of adventure. Resigning his academic position, he trained for 
ordination in the Church of England. In an interview 40 years later 
he said, “It’s one thing to go to church on Sundays but to give up a 
professorship and train for something else – that was a bit more 
than a gesture…I think a lot of people realised I was a religious 
person but they didn’t expect me to take it quite that seriously…
People were saying to me, ‘Oh John what are you up to?’ They 
mostly weren’t thinking so much about my becoming a clergyman 
but just the fact that I was a Christian.” (From Test of Faith, Pater-
noster, 2009) 
 
John saw his work in science as a Christian vocation, and felt a re-
sponsibility to use his talents in that area. Once ordained he found 
himself thoroughly engaged in the conversation about science and 
religion. One of his main messages was that “I’m not a vegetarian 
butcher. There is a cousinly relationship between thinking about 
theology and thinking about science.” 
 
When asked for a Bible passage to appear at the end of his 2009 
interview John chose Colossians 1:15–20: ‘He is the image of the 
invisible God, the first-born over all creation. For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning and the first-born from among the dead, so 
that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.’  
John’s explanation for his choice speaks volumes to anyone inter-
ested in the science-faith dialogue. “I value this passage because it 
speaks of the cosmic significance of Christ, the One in whom all 
things hold together and who redeems all things (notice, not just 
all people) by the blood of his cross. Here meet my deepest reli-
gious beliefs and my strongest scientific concerns.” 

God in the Sciences  by the Revd Michael Burgess  
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When he awoke, Jacob set up an altar at Bethel, which he declared 
was the house of God and the gate of heaven. 
 
To baroque artists, this scene in Genesis was seen as a prefigura-
tion of the coming of Jesus, and in John’s Gospel Jesus Himself told 
Nathanael that he would see the angels ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man. For Ribera the subject of Jacob’s dream is 
treated with great tenderness as Jacob sleeps beneath the lumi-
nous expanse of sky, which occupies a major part of the canvas. 
Not for him the depiction of winged messengers; no, the light of 
heaven falls down upon the sleeping figure, casting shadows on 
the ground. The angels, ethereal and insubstantial, are contained 
in the glory of light.  The tree at the other side looks like a fallen 
cross, and Jacob almost like a sleeping disciple in Gethsemane. But 
here, he is in deep repose as his face is lit up with the golden glow 
of the heavenly messengers.  
 
For Jacob, the dream is the golden assurance of God’s blessing. As 
his saga continues in Genesis, he marries Laban’s daughters, wres-
tles with the divine stranger, is given the name Israel, and his 12 
sons become the ancestors of the 12 tribes of God’s people. So, 
the blessing of the dream is worked out in his life and the life of 
Israel. 
 
Dreams can come to give visions of the way life should be. Like Ja-
cob, or perhaps like Martin Luther King and his prophetic words in 
1963. In this month of August many of us will go on holiday to en-
joy rest and recreation. As we end the days with sleep, we pray 
that like the Psalmist we will lie down in perfect peace and safety 
and know the refreshment Jacob found at Bethel: a repose which 
will restore our souls and bodies to bring life and vision wherever 
we may be. 

Peace, perfect peace — a prayer by Terence Trimmer 
 
Dear Jesus 
 
When we pray for Your help and blessing, we remember the words, “be still 

in the presence of the Lord’.  Fill us with the peace of mind and serenity 
which only You can give, and restore us once again. May we remain safe 

and content, knowing Your peace will continue to dwell in us. Amen. 
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The Slide  By Daphne Kitching   
 
As I watch 
She climbs the steps steadily, 
Holding the handrail, 
Her two-year-old feet following each other 
Rhymically, unhesitatingly 
To the platform at the top 
Where she sits down 
And freezes. 
Holding tight to the sides, 
Knees up, feet flat 
She judders down a little way 
Then looks up. 
Her eyes meet my smile, my outstretched arms – 
And she takes her hands off the edge of the slide, 
Shooting forward with a squeal of delight, 
Trusting the love she knows. 
 
Lord, I have climbed so steadily, 
I have come so far, in my own strength, 
Holding on, holding back, 
Sometimes freezing. 
But I am Your child, 
Today I will lift my eyes 
And meet Your smile, Your outstretched arms, 
I will lift my juddering feet -  
And take my hands off the edge of the slide 
Released to ride, by Your Spirit,  
Into the freedom of Your will, 
Trusting the Love I know. 
 
 

Deanery ALPHA Course 

We are planning two Deanery Alpha courses on Tuesdays starting in 
September: at lunchtime at St George’s face to face and online on 

Tuesday evenings.  

If you or anyone you know would like to join either of these courses, 
please contact Mark Hackney at mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org 
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Sale on a Table 
What can you sell on a table? 

Saturday September 11th 
9-11.30 am 

 

Bring a table and help create  
a busy market area. 
Cost is £10 per space 

 

Coffee stall, Cakes plants ,                  
crafts, second hand goods. 

And much, much more... 
 

To book a space Telephone 01743 791069 
Email  worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk 

 

   Duck Race 11am  
 Come and buy a duck for £2. 
 Support local crafts and goods, 

and your local church. 
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God in the Arts by the Revd Michael Burgess  

The painting Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera now hangs in the Museo del 
Prado, Madrid, Spain.      You can see a copy of the painting at:  
http://www.spanisharts.com/history/barroco/imagenes/ribera/
ribera_suenojacobo.html 
 
 

‘The Lord is in this place’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the 3rd century a Chinese philosopher, Chang Tsu, had a very 
vivid dream. He dreamed he was a butterfly, happily flying here 
and there. When he awoke, he thought to himself, ‘Did Chang Tsu 
dream that he was a butterfly, or did the butterfly dream that it 
was Chang Tsu?’ Dreams are often like that: crucial experiences 
which cause us to ponder and wonder about their meaning. The 
prophet Joel suggested that it was old men who dream dreams, 
while young people see visions. But dreams invade and colour our 
sleeping hours, whatever age we are. 
 
In the Bible dreams are vital events. Think of Joseph in the Old 
Testament dreaming of his superiority among his brothers, the 
dreams of the cup bearer and baker at Pharoah’s court, Daniel in-
terpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, and Joseph’s dreams in the 
Gospels that were so crucial for the safety of the Holy Family. This 
month in our paintings we focus on ‘Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera. 
 
Jusepe de Ribera was a Spanish artist, whose most productive 
years were spent in Naples, where he died in 1652. This painting 
from 1639 is based on Genesis 28.  After depriving his brother 
Esau of his birthright, Jacob is sent to Laban. At Bethel he rested 
and in his sleep received the vision of God’s angels on the ladder 
to heaven with God’s reassuring words of promise and blessing. 

mailto:worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk
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Meanwhile, the trend towards big artisan bread does not appear to 
be waning.  And as Which? rightly points out: “Whether you prefer 
sourdough or sliced white, there’s nothing quite like hot buttered 
toast.” 
 

 

The scammers will come after you 
 

Do you have a new phone and new number? Be prepared: it is 
likely that scammers will still be texting you within just two weeks. 
 
A Which? survey has found that of new numbers that have not 
been shared with anyone, still half of them receive at least one 
scam text message within the first two weeks.   
 
Scammers do it by using computers to generate numbers. They 
then send messages out in bulk, using ‘Sim farms’ – devices that 
operate several cards at a time.   
 
The most frequently received scam message for all of us in recent 
months has been a text message claiming to be from Royal Mail, 
usually requesting small amounts of money for a parcel to be de-
livered. 70 per cent of us have received that fake delivery text over 
the past five months.   
 
 

Your dog’s DNA could rescue him (or her) 
 

Dog lovers will find this good news: canine DNA is to be collected 
by a police force to help stolen animals be reunited with their own-
ers. 
 

The scheme by Gloucestershire Police is thought to be a world first. 
It will involve owners using a kit to take a swab from their dog’s 
mouth. The sample is then sent to a specialist forensic testing 
company that has developed a dog DNA database that is accessible 
to all police forces. 
 

When it is suspected that a dog has been stolen, its DNA can be 
run through the database to check if it is missing. The database 
could also link a suspect thief to the stolen dog, if its DNA is found 
on them. 
 

The Gloucestershire police are “confident” that the scheme will help 
reduce dog thefts and also reunite stolen pets with their owners. 
As one officer said, “We have to adopt whatever means we can to 
stop this shocking trade. ”If successful, the scheme could possibly 
spread to other parts of the country. 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the Month from Revd. Greg Smith  

I write at a time when racism and sport are uppermost in many 
people’s thinking, following the appalling online abuse received by 
England’s black players after England’s loss (on penalties) in the 
final of the Euros. Less than 48 hours later, I was at Edgbaston, 
watching England v Pakistan One Day Cricket International. I had 
the opportunity of witnessing the best and worst of what it is to 
live in a multi-racial society. 

I watched Babar Azam play what may well be the best one-day  
innings I have ever seen, only for the four apparently middle-class, 
white, young men next to me to hurl the most unspeakable abuse 
at him upon his dismissal. Meanwhile, two older Pakistani support-
ers festooned in a Pakistan flag and wearing green and white boat-
ers cheered every boundary he scored and then stood to applaud 
him at the end of his innings. Strangely, the four young men failed 
to return at the interval to watch England bat, while the two Paki-
stani gentlemen stood to applaud James Vince when he scored a 
century for England and again at the end of his innings. In the 
space of a couple of hours, I felt ashamed of and immensely proud 
of the country in which we live. 

In recounting the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke Chapter 
10, Jesus addresses racist attitudes head on. Surely, the key 
phrase in the story is “a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where 
the man was” 10.33 (NIV). Racism prospers all the time we fail to 
see the common humanity of those we abuse. Getting close 
enough to individuals or groups different from us to perceive Christ 
in them is the antidote. It takes time and trouble and can some-
times feel a bit risky. But surely it is the only way to build a nation 
in which stories of trans-racial kindness and courtesy will no longer 
shock us. 
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Looking at GOD 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers our need to find rest. 
 

‘On Holiday with Jesus’ 
 
August is the month when schools are off and many of us go on 
holiday. This year will be very different, with many opting for a 
‘staycation’! The good news is that Jesus offers us a true rest:  
 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.’ (Matthew 11: 28-29). Are you feeling tired or burdened and 
in need of a holiday? Jesus invites you to spend it with Him! 
 
The Invitation: Our holiday destination is Jesus Himself: ‘Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened.’ We can come just as we 
are, with all the burdens and sadness we carry from the last 18 
months. Jesus doesn’t offer a ‘quick fix’ to deal with our issues; He 
simply offers Himself!  
 
The Promise: Jesus promises us the gift of refreshing, sustaining 
and everlasting rest. When we go on holiday, we usually look for-
ward to doing very little and yet this is not the kind of rest Jesus 
offers. His rest involves taking up His yoke and learning from Him! 
A yoke was the wooden collar that ran across the shoulders of a 
pair of oxen to enable them to work the fields. Jesus says: ‘My 
yokes fit well. They do not rub your neck and shoulders. Come to 
Me and get yoked to Me. Make an act of loyal obedience and trust 
in Me. And you will find a deep peace and satisfaction that you 
could never find anywhere else. I have come for you!’ 
 
What’s so amazing about this holiday 
is that you can get rest by simply 
staying at home! 
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If you go down to the 

sea today, beware! 
 
The popular summer pastime 
of paddling our feet along the 
shoreline has become risky, 
due to a rise in venomous 
stinging fish along the British 
coast.   
 
The weever fish may be only six inches long, but the venomous 
spines along its dorsal fin can inject fast-acting poison into your 
foot if you step on it, causing immense pain. 
 
Sue Hickson-Marsay, from a life-boat charity off East Yorkshire, 
says: “The fish has been an absolute nightmare this summer. Just 
where the shoreline is, as the waves are going out, the fish lie just 
under the sand. So, if you are then paddling in the water, you 
could easily step on one. Then the spiny part of the fish goes 
straight into your foot. We’ve had lots of casualties, so people need 
to wear shoes if they’re going paddling.” 
 

 
Sourdough and your toaster 
 

If you like sourdough bread, you’ll know already that it is not easy 
to squeeze a slice of it into your toaster. 
 

Artisan bread is big, and sadly, the rise in popularity of these 
loaves has left the standard British toaster struggling to keep up.  
 

That leaves sourdough toast afficionados with one end of their slice 
jutting out of the toaster.   
 

The consumer watchdog Which? says: “This isn’t the end of the 
world, but it means you can sometimes end up with a pale white 
border round the edge of your toast.”   
 

Solutions?  Which? suggests grilling your toast in the oven, cutting 
the slice in two, or even buying a speciality toaster, at more than 
£100. 
 

Looking at YOU 
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Conflict growing in         

Ethiopia 
 

“It is more than words and it is 
even unspeakable!” a Christian 
from Ethiopia’s Tigray region has 
told Barnabas Fund.  
 
He was struggling to express the 
horrors that Christians have suf-
fered in seven months of con-
flict: deaths of pastors, of other 
Christians in ministry and of or-
dinary believers; rape of Chris-
tian women including Christian 
workers; destruction and looting 
of churches and monasteries; 
deliberate violation of church 
services. Some Ethiopian church 
leaders are calling it a genocide. 
 
The conflict in Ethiopia is creat-
ing suffering at a level not seen 
for decades. An international 
roundtable meeting last week 
warned urgently of “human 
rights atrocities and the full-
blown humanitarian crisis” in 
Tigray. 

“We are seeing wide-scale hu-
man suffering that is entirely 
preventable,” said the 
roundtable statement. 
“Systematic violence is being in-
flicted upon civilians, including 
widespread sexual violence, and 
extra-judicial and ethnically mo-
tivated killings. The population's 
essential livelihood assets and 
health services are being de-
stroyed.” 
 
Huge numbers of Tigrayan peo-
ple are now displaced. Some 
have fled over the border to Su-
dan, but there is no humanitari-
an assistance for them there. 
Others have taken shelter in 
church compounds, but how can 
they be fed? 
 
If you would like to help via Bar-
nabas Fund, please go to: 
https://barnabasfund.org 

 

 When we feel shaken:  a prayer   (Luke 10 v42) 
 
Faithful Father, 

When we feel shaken by the events of the past; when we don’t 
know quite how to go forward; when our confidence in what we 

thought we could control is undermined; remind us that one thing 
is needed – to sit at your feet and listen to You.  

 

You are our security. You will never fail those who belong to You 
through faith in Your Son, Jesus.  

 

As we take time to listen to You, Lord, and to meditate on Your 
Holy Spirit-inspired Word, may we know Your peace – and Your 

good plans for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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 Laugh 
 

This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat and you 
could tell she thought the cat understood every word. I came 

back home and told my dog. We got a big laugh out of that. 
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Don’t be afraid to fail   by Colin Hammacott 

 
In my local church, we use a parish prayer which includes the line: 
‘Help us to be brave enough to fail - but try again.’ 
 
Encouraging words indeed, and if we look back throughout the 
centuries, many men and women who have made the world a bet-
ter place have taken those words to heart. 
 
For example, where would we be today without electricity? Yet at 
school, Thomas Edison was told he was "too stupid to learn any-
thing.” He was sacked from his first two jobs; and made 1,000 un-
successful attempts at inventing the light bulb. But in the end, he 
succeeded, and changed the course of world history. 
 
Car manufacturer Henry Ford revolutionised transport in the USA, 
but he had five businesses fail before he founded the successful 
Ford Motor Company. 
 
Winston Churchill was a Nobel Prize-winning, twice-elected Prime 
Minster, but he struggled at school, was defeated in early elections 
for public office, and did not become Prime Minister until he was 
62. 
 
As the late Nelson Mandela wisely observed: “Do not judge me by 
my successes, judge me by how many times I fell down and got 
back up again.” 
 
So, let us commit ourselves to loving God with all our hearts, to 
putting our abilities at His disposal, and to never giving up. 
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The Queen on York Minster 
 

York Minster is to mark the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next 
year with a statue of the mon-
arch, placed in a niche high on 
its medieval west front. 
 
The figure of the queen will be 
slightly larger than life, and she 
will be holding the historic sym-
bols of monarchy: the orb and 
sceptre. She will be the first Brit-
ish monarch to have reigned for 
70 years. 
 
The statue will be the centre 
point of a makeover of the open 
space in front of the Minster, 
where a new Queen Elizabeth 
Square is to be created. More 
details are expected in the au-
tumn. 
 
 
Christian Aid launches 

emergency Global Hunger 

Appeal 
 

Christian Aid has launched an 
emergency appeal, warning that 
more than 30 million people in 
20 countries are “teetering on 
the brink of famine”.  
 
The Covid health pandemic, cli-
mate crisis, and continued con-
flict has exacerbated hunger and 
food insecurity in 20 countries. 
Countries like South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Nigeria 

(in the North East) and Afghani-
stan are particularly affected. 
 
In South Sudan, 60% of the 
population are struggling to get 
enough food to eat, and 82% 
are living in extreme poverty. 
According to the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification, six 
of the country’s counties are al-
ready categorised as being in 
IPC Phase 5 Catastrophe - which 
means people face starvation, 
death, destitution and debilitat-
ing levels of acute malnutrition. 
34 states are in the emergency 
acute food insecurity phase as 
people experience very high 
acute malnutrition and excess 
deaths.  The most food insecure 
states are Jonglei, Unity, Upper 
Nile, Lakes, Warrap and North-
ern Bahr el Ghazal. 7.2 million 
people are now affected during 
this lean season, expected to be 
the worst on record. 
 
James Wani, Christian Aid’s 
South Sudan Country Director, 
based in Juba, said: “Floods, 
drought, conflict and Covid-19 
have joined forces to deliver 
devastation and fuel the food 
crisis in South Sudan - the com-
bined result is the destruction of 
crops, livelihoods, houses and 
dwellings, while roads have be-
come impassable, markets have 
stopped, supply chains have 
been crippled, and food prices 
have soared.” 

In the NEWS 
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Ready for the ‘OFF!’ with all systems set up, everything cleaned, 
repairs carried out where  necessary, aerosol spray purchased, 
vinyl gloves, anti-bacterial wipes at the ready – then – OOPS – a 
sudden surge of the Delta variant in the nearby village resulted in 
the decision that it is sensible to wait until September before the 
commencement of Little Dragons.  What a disappointment, but 
common sense must reign.  
 

Bob the Builder and pals are now 
back in church but are safely in the 
Dragon cupboard in order to keep 
clean and fresh until the big day – 
hopefully, Tuesday, 7th September. 
George, Uncle Sam and Idris, newly 
washed, are now enjoying the com-
fort of the spare bedroom rather 
than be squashed back into their 
basket.  A change of view will be 
good for their morale after 16 
months of being confined – apart 
from Idris, of course, who regularly 
takes a quick trip around the church 
just to keep an eye on things.  

 
So, the waiting continues and we just hope that with the advent 
of the Autumn Term in our schools, it will also be the start of an 
exciting term at Little Dragons.   
 
From Val and from we three: 
   George  
       (Wakey, wakey George!) 
                                              
                                                                
  Uncle Sam 
  (it’s time to get up Sam)  
 
 
 
 
                                                      
                                                    …..and Idris  
                          (we’re coming out now Idris… !) 
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers the amazing grace of God. 
 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 
The parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) is one of Jesus’ 
best-known stories. It beautifully presents the good news of the 
gospel: the story of God’s generous and underserved love towards 
us. It’s the story of us being lost yet also found by Him.  
 
The younger son is lost when he demands his inheritance early, 
deliberately making himself independent and treating his father as 
dead! This reflects our own lostness as human beings, when we 
are cut off from the presence and grace of a loving heavenly Fa-
ther. 
 
After squandering his wealth, he finally comes to his senses: 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired servants.’ (18,19). However, even before he arrives home, 
his father sees him, runs to greet him, and welcomes his son back 
home. The celebrations for the son reflect the ‘rejoicing in heaven 
over one sinner who repents’ (7) for our own homecoming. 
 
This story graphically demonstrates the amazing grace of God for 
each one of us. The older son’s misunderstanding of the father’s 
actions is a warning not to harden our hearts to the work of God’s 
grace in ourselves and others. ‘There is nothing we can do to make 
God love us more. There is nothing we can do to make God love us 
less.’ (Philip Yancey). 
 
The story is told of a father and son who had become estranged, 
and the father searched for him to no avail. In desperation, he put 
an advert in a local newspaper: ‘Dear Paco, meet me in front of 
this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love 
you. Your Father.’ On the Saturday 800 Pacos showed up!! 

 

Why not take a wander somewhere new today? 
Who knows who you might meet along the way ... 
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Holy Days 

6th August:  The Transfiguration of Jesus by Lester Amann 

 
It’s an unusual story. One day, Jesus is with three disciples on a high 
mountain in Galilee, when His appearance dramatically changes. Also, 
Moses and Elijah suddenly appear, and from a cloud comes the voice of 
God. What is this all about? 
 
This event was witnessed by James, Peter, and John. They were close 
friends of Jesus. In the future, they were to become prominent leaders 
in the Early Church. They needed to see something special that would 
help them remember Jesus in the difficult years ahead. They had a 
glimpse of Christ in His divine glory. His face shone like the sun and His 
clothes turned white as light.  
 
While this was an extraordinary sight for the disciples, it served to en-
courage Jesus who once had glory and majesty in Heaven. One day He 
would have it again. But firstly, He had to fulfil His mission: to suffer 
on the cross and die.  
 
Why were Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus? Moses was the giver 
of the Law and Elijah represented all the prophets. They had pointed 
people to the promised Messiah. Jesus was about to complete God’s 
plan of salvation. 
 
God’s voice was heard to remind Peter there was no need to build shel-
ters. They were not going to stay on the mountain. God spoke to get 
the disciples to fix their attention of Jesus. The wonder of the Transfig-
uration was a short interlude before Jesus had to return to His work 
and subsequent death on the cross.  
 
This story is a reminder that our times of spiritual blessing have to be 
followed by down-to-earth commitments and responsibilities. In the 
same way that Jesus gave His friends a glimpse of His awesome glory, 
to help them face challenging and traumatic times ahead, our special 
times in His presence are provided to encourage us and equip us for 
the trials we may have to face. 
 
Our journey through life may sometimes rise to the peaks but we can’t 
stay on a ‘high’ all the time – no matter how much we want it! We 
have to descend to face everyday challenges if we are to fulfil our call-
ing in Christ. From our mountain-top experiences we all need to find a 
balance between times alone with God and serving Him in the company 
of others.  

 21 
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 Disturb us, Lord, when 
 With the abundance of things, we possess 
 We have lost our thirst 
 For the waters of life; 
 Having fallen in love with life, 
 We have ceased to dream of eternity 
 And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
 We have allowed our vision 
 Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
 To venture on wider seas 
 Where storms will show your mastery; 
 Where losing sight of land, 
 We shall find the stars. 
 We ask You to push back 
 The horizons of our hopes; 
 And to push into the future 
 In strength, courage, hope, and love. Amen 
  
   In our present COVID dominated and shaped world, it is a timely 
reminder if we needed it that as Christians we have hope beyond 
present circumstances. It also challenges us to put our trust in Je-
sus and to seek to be bold in our faith despite our apparent cir-
cumstances or to quote St Paul. 
 

 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? As it is written: 
“For your sake, we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life,     
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all    
creation, will be able to separate us from                                               

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:35-39 
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Looking at CHURCH 

The Revd Dr Jo White considers our need for quiet and space. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: Who is in the building? 
  
In England, hopefully by the time you read this, all the lock-down 
and social isolation measures will have been relaxed. Church build-
ings and services will be ‘back to normal’. Working folk will be back 
in their workplaces, and all will be well with us all. 
 
I live in hope – but I am well aware that the reality will be differ-
ent. It’s the difference between a switch that turns the light fully 
on or fully off and a dimmer switch that allows the brightness to 
increase or decrease slowly.  All of us will need time to ‘rest’ before 
we get our mojo and energy levels back up again. This last 16 
months or so have been hectic and traumatic for everyone in dif-
ferent ways. That’s why coming into the quietness and space of a 
church building can be so uplifting. 
 
This month: 
 
Listen out for / read the opening words of the service.  Most often 
they will be the following or very similar: ‘The Lord be with you’.  
And the congregation replies, ‘And also with you’. It’s a simple 
acknowledgement that we have come together with the same in-
tention – to meet with God. And that He is with us. With all of us. 
We are encircled by His love and grace. 
 
Just pause for a moment and drink in those words and the huge 
meaning contained in those short phrases. God is not just here for 
some of us, but for all of us. We are not only with those we can 
see, but with God Himself. How amazing is that! May those words 
enable you to stand up straighter again and give you strength for 
the days ahead. 

 

Don’t run from the rainstorm.  
Listen to the calming pitter-patter— 

it’s the sky’s lullaby. 
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Iran set to intensify Christian persecution 
  
The persecution of Christians is set to intensify in Iran, following 
the election of hard-liner Ebrahim Raisi as the Islamic Republic’s 
new president.   
 
That is the warning from Release International, which is also urg-
ing Iran’s new president to allow full religious freedom and release 
all prisoners of faith. 
   
“This victory for the hardliners will mean hardship for the Church,” 
warns Release International CEO Paul Robinson. “They are likely to 
intensify their crackdown against Christians who are often regard-
ed as enemies of the state. Already many Christian leaders have 
been forced to leave the country. That exodus is likely to contin-
ue.” 
  
Voters boycotted the election in record numbers. Only 48.8 per 
cent turned out to choose their country’s next president. This was 
widely seen as a snub for a system that prevented most candi-
dates calling for reform from standing.  
  
As former head of the judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi was responsible for 
the continuing imprisonment of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, the Brit-
ish-Iranian charity worker accused of spying. Analysts say Raisi is 
the favoured successor to Iran's ageing supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 
  
82-year-old Khamenei's stated objective is to ‘purify the revolu-
tion’. His broader aim is said to be the establishment of an Islamic 
civilisation, which would inspire and rally the Muslim world.  
 
“Time and again we see persecution increase wherever Islamist 
radicals strengthen their grip on power,” says Release CEO Paul 
Robinson.“In Iran, Pakistan, and in Nigerian states that have 
adopted Sharia (Islamic law), persecution has been the inevitable 
consequence of uncompromising Islamist theocratic rule.” 
  
Under Islam, politics and religion are inseparable. And as Iran has 
become progressively more hard-line in its approach, the Church 
has been swept up in the crackdown against political opponents.  
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                 August 2021  

From the Archdeacon of Hereford, Ven. Derek Chedzey 

“In our present Covid dominated and shaped world it is a timely 
reminder if we needed it that as Christians we have a hope beyond 
present circumstances.” 
 
   I have learned in the Christian life to be prepared for surprises. 
One of those for me was discovering that the 1662 Prayer Book 
language can be both inspiring, deeply moving and have a depth 
of spirituality that was never revealed when I was taught liturgy in 
my training college and curacy. I accept it will never be everyone’s 
cup of tea and more importantly often needs to be explained or 
translated for our modern ears and audiences. 
 
   Cranmer wrote it to provide liturgy in the language of the people 
and to make worship available and accessible to all, not just a few 
well-educated people who understood Latin!  He certainly would 
not expect us to be using those words in the same way just over 
350 years later!  Worship needs to reflect the time and context of 
the people of our own time and we have many creative liturgists in 
our own day who seek to make our worship accessible and awe-
inspiring. 
 
    However, one prayer that was written originally in sixteenth-
century English is still particularly helpful. It was shared with me 
by a colleague who sent me this prayer on my ordination as a 
priest. I found his letter recently when I was looking for something 
else and once again I was reminded of its power. It isn’t actually 
from the Book of Common Prayer and it is attributed to Sir Francis 
Drake although there is doubt that he wrote the whole thing. It is 
likely to be based on something he wrote in a letter, whatever its 
true pedigree it struck me as both encouraging and deeply faith-
filled. 
 
 Disturb us, Lord, when 
 We are too well pleased with ourselves, 
 When our dreams have come true 
 Because we have dreamed too little, 
 When we arrived safely 
 Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
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eagerly consume stories highlighting a new ‘threat’ from Covid or 
scapegoating people not keeping to the lockdown rules. We re-
spond emotionally, ‘with our gut’ – rather than our brain or intel-
lect.  
 
Truth has to be valued and protected.  
 
Reliable, trusted journalism has been at a premium. ITV News 
journalist Julie Etchingham defended the role of the media during 
Covid-19. The news presenter, a practising Roman Catholic, ex-
plained: “Many in our front-line services and the wider public are 
demanding answers. We are there on their behalf.”  
 
In December 2020, Yorkshire Post editor James Mitchinson, pub-
lished his response to a reader who believed social media posts 
over his newspaper’s reports. The open letter, headlined ‘Do not 
believe a stranger on social media who disappears into the night’ 
sets out the contrast between verified public interest journalism 
and disinformation posted online.  
 
Truth can be complicated – and that’s ok.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, politicians have spoken about ‘following 
the science.’ This, they have said, has guided their decision mak-
ing. Yet scientists can have a range of views, based on similar re-
search findings. It’s in the discussion and debate that scientific 
truth arises.  
People accept that the ‘scientific evidence’ is not always straight-
forward. We know that truth can be complicated, from our own 
daily lives. So politicians who level with their electors about the 
complexity of the decisions are often received with more credibil-
ity.  
 
In continuing to ask the question “Where is Truth Now?” our mod-
est project is helping to keep the conversation going – and encour-
aging others to do the same.  

 

Today’s a day to chat to someone new. 
Or someone old. 

Or anyone who fancies it really. 
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Five things we’ve learnt about Truth in the pandemic  
 
by the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Al-
bans, Herts, and a former communications director for the C of E.  
 
 
I’m involved in a project rooted in the Church of England’s St Al-
bans diocese, north of London. We bring together people from a 
range of backgrounds and faiths to address the question ‘Where is 
Truth now?’  
 
A vital issue for us from recent months has been ‘How has truth 
fared during the pandemic? Here are five key points. 
 
Truth can save your life.  
 
Knowing the truth about the Covid-19 virus and vaccines gave vi-
tal protection during the pandemic. The advice of scientists, health 
professionals and researchers has been widely sought out and de-
bated. 
 
But we’ve also seen a rise in conspiracy theories, anti-vaccination 
campaigns and growing confusion as people challenge the extent 
of the pandemic, and whether Covid-19 is really a threat. Social 
media algorithms stand accused of spreading misinformation fast-
er than reliable facts and corrections.  
 
Truth comes from trust.  
 
Knowing who to trust is one of the fastest growing challenges fac-
ing anyone wanting to know more about the pandemic and its 
causes.  
While faith in doctors and scientists is generally good, trust in poli-
ticians has remained low, and scepticism and confusion are grow-
ing.  
 
Truth can be found on your doorstep – but not always.  
 
Local information has become more important, especially during 
lockdowns. But with local newspapers and radio in decline, neigh-
bourhood social media networks have been taking their place, 
spreading information – not all of it verifiable and sometimes in-
correct.  
 
Often, it’s fear that drives our response to the stories we read. We 
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Iran set to intensify Christian persecution 
  
The persecution of Christians is set to intensify in Iran, following 
the election of hard-liner Ebrahim Raisi as the Islamic Republic’s 
new president.   
 
That is the warning from Release International, which is also urg-
ing Iran’s new president to allow full religious freedom and release 
all prisoners of faith. 
   
“This victory for the hardliners will mean hardship for the Church,” 
warns Release International CEO Paul Robinson. “They are likely to 
intensify their crackdown against Christians who are often regard-
ed as enemies of the state. Already many Christian leaders have 
been forced to leave the country. That exodus is likely to contin-
ue.” 
  
Voters boycotted the election in record numbers. Only 48.8 per 
cent turned out to choose their country’s next president. This was 
widely seen as a snub for a system that prevented most candi-
dates calling for reform from standing.  
  
As former head of the judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi was responsible for 
the continuing imprisonment of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, the Brit-
ish-Iranian charity worker accused of spying. Analysts say Raisi is 
the favoured successor to Iran's ageing supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 
  
82-year-old Khamenei's stated objective is to ‘purify the revolu-
tion’. His broader aim is said to be the establishment of an Islamic 
civilisation, which would inspire and rally the Muslim world.  
 
“Time and again we see persecution increase wherever Islamist 
radicals strengthen their grip on power,” says Release CEO Paul 
Robinson.“In Iran, Pakistan, and in Nigerian states that have 
adopted Sharia (Islamic law), persecution has been the inevitable 
consequence of uncompromising Islamist theocratic rule.” 
  
Under Islam, politics and religion are inseparable. And as Iran has 
become progressively more hard-line in its approach, the Church 
has been swept up in the crackdown against political opponents.  
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                 August 2021  

From the Archdeacon of Hereford, Ven. Derek Chedzey 

“In our present Covid dominated and shaped world it is a timely 
reminder if we needed it that as Christians we have a hope beyond 
present circumstances.” 
 
   I have learned in the Christian life to be prepared for surprises. 
One of those for me was discovering that the 1662 Prayer Book 
language can be both inspiring, deeply moving and have a depth 
of spirituality that was never revealed when I was taught liturgy in 
my training college and curacy. I accept it will never be everyone’s 
cup of tea and more importantly often needs to be explained or 
translated for our modern ears and audiences. 
 
   Cranmer wrote it to provide liturgy in the language of the people 
and to make worship available and accessible to all, not just a few 
well-educated people who understood Latin!  He certainly would 
not expect us to be using those words in the same way just over 
350 years later!  Worship needs to reflect the time and context of 
the people of our own time and we have many creative liturgists in 
our own day who seek to make our worship accessible and awe-
inspiring. 
 
    However, one prayer that was written originally in sixteenth-
century English is still particularly helpful. It was shared with me 
by a colleague who sent me this prayer on my ordination as a 
priest. I found his letter recently when I was looking for something 
else and once again I was reminded of its power. It isn’t actually 
from the Book of Common Prayer and it is attributed to Sir Francis 
Drake although there is doubt that he wrote the whole thing. It is 
likely to be based on something he wrote in a letter, whatever its 
true pedigree it struck me as both encouraging and deeply faith-
filled. 
 
 Disturb us, Lord, when 
 We are too well pleased with ourselves, 
 When our dreams have come true 
 Because we have dreamed too little, 
 When we arrived safely 
 Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
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 Disturb us, Lord, when 
 With the abundance of things, we possess 
 We have lost our thirst 
 For the waters of life; 
 Having fallen in love with life, 
 We have ceased to dream of eternity 
 And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
 We have allowed our vision 
 Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
 To venture on wider seas 
 Where storms will show your mastery; 
 Where losing sight of land, 
 We shall find the stars. 
 We ask You to push back 
 The horizons of our hopes; 
 And to push into the future 
 In strength, courage, hope, and love. Amen 
  
   In our present COVID dominated and shaped world, it is a timely 
reminder if we needed it that as Christians we have hope beyond 
present circumstances. It also challenges us to put our trust in Je-
sus and to seek to be bold in our faith despite our apparent cir-
cumstances or to quote St Paul. 
 

 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? As it is written: 
“For your sake, we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life,     
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all    
creation, will be able to separate us from                                               

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:35-39 
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Looking at CHURCH 

The Revd Dr Jo White considers our need for quiet and space. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: Who is in the building? 
  
In England, hopefully by the time you read this, all the lock-down 
and social isolation measures will have been relaxed. Church build-
ings and services will be ‘back to normal’. Working folk will be back 
in their workplaces, and all will be well with us all. 
 
I live in hope – but I am well aware that the reality will be differ-
ent. It’s the difference between a switch that turns the light fully 
on or fully off and a dimmer switch that allows the brightness to 
increase or decrease slowly.  All of us will need time to ‘rest’ before 
we get our mojo and energy levels back up again. This last 16 
months or so have been hectic and traumatic for everyone in dif-
ferent ways. That’s why coming into the quietness and space of a 
church building can be so uplifting. 
 
This month: 
 
Listen out for / read the opening words of the service.  Most often 
they will be the following or very similar: ‘The Lord be with you’.  
And the congregation replies, ‘And also with you’. It’s a simple 
acknowledgement that we have come together with the same in-
tention – to meet with God. And that He is with us. With all of us. 
We are encircled by His love and grace. 
 
Just pause for a moment and drink in those words and the huge 
meaning contained in those short phrases. God is not just here for 
some of us, but for all of us. We are not only with those we can 
see, but with God Himself. How amazing is that! May those words 
enable you to stand up straighter again and give you strength for 
the days ahead. 

 

Don’t run from the rainstorm.  
Listen to the calming pitter-patter— 

it’s the sky’s lullaby. 
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Holy Days 

6th August:  The Transfiguration of Jesus by Lester Amann 

 
It’s an unusual story. One day, Jesus is with three disciples on a high 
mountain in Galilee, when His appearance dramatically changes. Also, 
Moses and Elijah suddenly appear, and from a cloud comes the voice of 
God. What is this all about? 
 
This event was witnessed by James, Peter, and John. They were close 
friends of Jesus. In the future, they were to become prominent leaders 
in the Early Church. They needed to see something special that would 
help them remember Jesus in the difficult years ahead. They had a 
glimpse of Christ in His divine glory. His face shone like the sun and His 
clothes turned white as light.  
 
While this was an extraordinary sight for the disciples, it served to en-
courage Jesus who once had glory and majesty in Heaven. One day He 
would have it again. But firstly, He had to fulfil His mission: to suffer 
on the cross and die.  
 
Why were Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus? Moses was the giver 
of the Law and Elijah represented all the prophets. They had pointed 
people to the promised Messiah. Jesus was about to complete God’s 
plan of salvation. 
 
God’s voice was heard to remind Peter there was no need to build shel-
ters. They were not going to stay on the mountain. God spoke to get 
the disciples to fix their attention of Jesus. The wonder of the Transfig-
uration was a short interlude before Jesus had to return to His work 
and subsequent death on the cross.  
 
This story is a reminder that our times of spiritual blessing have to be 
followed by down-to-earth commitments and responsibilities. In the 
same way that Jesus gave His friends a glimpse of His awesome glory, 
to help them face challenging and traumatic times ahead, our special 
times in His presence are provided to encourage us and equip us for 
the trials we may have to face. 
 
Our journey through life may sometimes rise to the peaks but we can’t 
stay on a ‘high’ all the time – no matter how much we want it! We 
have to descend to face everyday challenges if we are to fulfil our call-
ing in Christ. From our mountain-top experiences we all need to find a 
balance between times alone with God and serving Him in the company 
of others.  
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Ready for the ‘OFF!’ with all systems set up, everything cleaned, 
repairs carried out where  necessary, aerosol spray purchased, 
vinyl gloves, anti-bacterial wipes at the ready – then – OOPS – a 
sudden surge of the Delta variant in the nearby village resulted in 
the decision that it is sensible to wait until September before the 
commencement of Little Dragons.  What a disappointment, but 
common sense must reign.  
 

Bob the Builder and pals are now 
back in church but are safely in the 
Dragon cupboard in order to keep 
clean and fresh until the big day – 
hopefully, Tuesday, 7th September. 
George, Uncle Sam and Idris, newly 
washed, are now enjoying the com-
fort of the spare bedroom rather 
than be squashed back into their 
basket.  A change of view will be 
good for their morale after 16 
months of being confined – apart 
from Idris, of course, who regularly 
takes a quick trip around the church 
just to keep an eye on things.  

 
So, the waiting continues and we just hope that with the advent 
of the Autumn Term in our schools, it will also be the start of an 
exciting term at Little Dragons.   
 
From Val and from we three: 
   George  
       (Wakey, wakey George!) 
                                              
                                                                
  Uncle Sam 
  (it’s time to get up Sam)  
 
 
 
 
                                                      
                                                    …..and Idris  
                          (we’re coming out now Idris… !) 
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers the amazing grace of God. 
 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 
The parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) is one of Jesus’ 
best-known stories. It beautifully presents the good news of the 
gospel: the story of God’s generous and underserved love towards 
us. It’s the story of us being lost yet also found by Him.  
 
The younger son is lost when he demands his inheritance early, 
deliberately making himself independent and treating his father as 
dead! This reflects our own lostness as human beings, when we 
are cut off from the presence and grace of a loving heavenly Fa-
ther. 
 
After squandering his wealth, he finally comes to his senses: 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired servants.’ (18,19). However, even before he arrives home, 
his father sees him, runs to greet him, and welcomes his son back 
home. The celebrations for the son reflect the ‘rejoicing in heaven 
over one sinner who repents’ (7) for our own homecoming. 
 
This story graphically demonstrates the amazing grace of God for 
each one of us. The older son’s misunderstanding of the father’s 
actions is a warning not to harden our hearts to the work of God’s 
grace in ourselves and others. ‘There is nothing we can do to make 
God love us more. There is nothing we can do to make God love us 
less.’ (Philip Yancey). 
 
The story is told of a father and son who had become estranged, 
and the father searched for him to no avail. In desperation, he put 
an advert in a local newspaper: ‘Dear Paco, meet me in front of 
this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love 
you. Your Father.’ On the Saturday 800 Pacos showed up!! 

 

Why not take a wander somewhere new today? 
Who knows who you might meet along the way ... 
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Don’t be afraid to fail   by Colin Hammacott 

 
In my local church, we use a parish prayer which includes the line: 
‘Help us to be brave enough to fail - but try again.’ 
 
Encouraging words indeed, and if we look back throughout the 
centuries, many men and women who have made the world a bet-
ter place have taken those words to heart. 
 
For example, where would we be today without electricity? Yet at 
school, Thomas Edison was told he was "too stupid to learn any-
thing.” He was sacked from his first two jobs; and made 1,000 un-
successful attempts at inventing the light bulb. But in the end, he 
succeeded, and changed the course of world history. 
 
Car manufacturer Henry Ford revolutionised transport in the USA, 
but he had five businesses fail before he founded the successful 
Ford Motor Company. 
 
Winston Churchill was a Nobel Prize-winning, twice-elected Prime 
Minster, but he struggled at school, was defeated in early elections 
for public office, and did not become Prime Minister until he was 
62. 
 
As the late Nelson Mandela wisely observed: “Do not judge me by 
my successes, judge me by how many times I fell down and got 
back up again.” 
 
So, let us commit ourselves to loving God with all our hearts, to 
putting our abilities at His disposal, and to never giving up. 
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The Queen on York Minster 
 

York Minster is to mark the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next 
year with a statue of the mon-
arch, placed in a niche high on 
its medieval west front. 
 
The figure of the queen will be 
slightly larger than life, and she 
will be holding the historic sym-
bols of monarchy: the orb and 
sceptre. She will be the first Brit-
ish monarch to have reigned for 
70 years. 
 
The statue will be the centre 
point of a makeover of the open 
space in front of the Minster, 
where a new Queen Elizabeth 
Square is to be created. More 
details are expected in the au-
tumn. 
 
 
Christian Aid launches 

emergency Global Hunger 

Appeal 
 

Christian Aid has launched an 
emergency appeal, warning that 
more than 30 million people in 
20 countries are “teetering on 
the brink of famine”.  
 
The Covid health pandemic, cli-
mate crisis, and continued con-
flict has exacerbated hunger and 
food insecurity in 20 countries. 
Countries like South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Nigeria 

(in the North East) and Afghani-
stan are particularly affected. 
 
In South Sudan, 60% of the 
population are struggling to get 
enough food to eat, and 82% 
are living in extreme poverty. 
According to the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification, six 
of the country’s counties are al-
ready categorised as being in 
IPC Phase 5 Catastrophe - which 
means people face starvation, 
death, destitution and debilitat-
ing levels of acute malnutrition. 
34 states are in the emergency 
acute food insecurity phase as 
people experience very high 
acute malnutrition and excess 
deaths.  The most food insecure 
states are Jonglei, Unity, Upper 
Nile, Lakes, Warrap and North-
ern Bahr el Ghazal. 7.2 million 
people are now affected during 
this lean season, expected to be 
the worst on record. 
 
James Wani, Christian Aid’s 
South Sudan Country Director, 
based in Juba, said: “Floods, 
drought, conflict and Covid-19 
have joined forces to deliver 
devastation and fuel the food 
crisis in South Sudan - the com-
bined result is the destruction of 
crops, livelihoods, houses and 
dwellings, while roads have be-
come impassable, markets have 
stopped, supply chains have 
been crippled, and food prices 
have soared.” 

In the NEWS 
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Conflict growing in         

Ethiopia 
 

“It is more than words and it is 
even unspeakable!” a Christian 
from Ethiopia’s Tigray region has 
told Barnabas Fund.  
 
He was struggling to express the 
horrors that Christians have suf-
fered in seven months of con-
flict: deaths of pastors, of other 
Christians in ministry and of or-
dinary believers; rape of Chris-
tian women including Christian 
workers; destruction and looting 
of churches and monasteries; 
deliberate violation of church 
services. Some Ethiopian church 
leaders are calling it a genocide. 
 
The conflict in Ethiopia is creat-
ing suffering at a level not seen 
for decades. An international 
roundtable meeting last week 
warned urgently of “human 
rights atrocities and the full-
blown humanitarian crisis” in 
Tigray. 

“We are seeing wide-scale hu-
man suffering that is entirely 
preventable,” said the 
roundtable statement. 
“Systematic violence is being in-
flicted upon civilians, including 
widespread sexual violence, and 
extra-judicial and ethnically mo-
tivated killings. The population's 
essential livelihood assets and 
health services are being de-
stroyed.” 
 
Huge numbers of Tigrayan peo-
ple are now displaced. Some 
have fled over the border to Su-
dan, but there is no humanitari-
an assistance for them there. 
Others have taken shelter in 
church compounds, but how can 
they be fed? 
 
If you would like to help via Bar-
nabas Fund, please go to: 
https://barnabasfund.org 

 

 When we feel shaken:  a prayer   (Luke 10 v42) 
 
Faithful Father, 

When we feel shaken by the events of the past; when we don’t 
know quite how to go forward; when our confidence in what we 

thought we could control is undermined; remind us that one thing 
is needed – to sit at your feet and listen to You.  

 

You are our security. You will never fail those who belong to You 
through faith in Your Son, Jesus.  

 

As we take time to listen to You, Lord, and to meditate on Your 
Holy Spirit-inspired Word, may we know Your peace – and Your 

good plans for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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 Laugh 
 

This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat and you 
could tell she thought the cat understood every word. I came 

back home and told my dog. We got a big laugh out of that. 

 

 

https://barnabasfund.org
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Looking at GOD 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers our need to find rest. 
 

‘On Holiday with Jesus’ 
 
August is the month when schools are off and many of us go on 
holiday. This year will be very different, with many opting for a 
‘staycation’! The good news is that Jesus offers us a true rest:  
 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.’ (Matthew 11: 28-29). Are you feeling tired or burdened and 
in need of a holiday? Jesus invites you to spend it with Him! 
 
The Invitation: Our holiday destination is Jesus Himself: ‘Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened.’ We can come just as we 
are, with all the burdens and sadness we carry from the last 18 
months. Jesus doesn’t offer a ‘quick fix’ to deal with our issues; He 
simply offers Himself!  
 
The Promise: Jesus promises us the gift of refreshing, sustaining 
and everlasting rest. When we go on holiday, we usually look for-
ward to doing very little and yet this is not the kind of rest Jesus 
offers. His rest involves taking up His yoke and learning from Him! 
A yoke was the wooden collar that ran across the shoulders of a 
pair of oxen to enable them to work the fields. Jesus says: ‘My 
yokes fit well. They do not rub your neck and shoulders. Come to 
Me and get yoked to Me. Make an act of loyal obedience and trust 
in Me. And you will find a deep peace and satisfaction that you 
could never find anywhere else. I have come for you!’ 
 
What’s so amazing about this holiday 
is that you can get rest by simply 
staying at home! 

 25 

If you go down to the 

sea today, beware! 
 
The popular summer pastime 
of paddling our feet along the 
shoreline has become risky, 
due to a rise in venomous 
stinging fish along the British 
coast.   
 
The weever fish may be only six inches long, but the venomous 
spines along its dorsal fin can inject fast-acting poison into your 
foot if you step on it, causing immense pain. 
 
Sue Hickson-Marsay, from a life-boat charity off East Yorkshire, 
says: “The fish has been an absolute nightmare this summer. Just 
where the shoreline is, as the waves are going out, the fish lie just 
under the sand. So, if you are then paddling in the water, you 
could easily step on one. Then the spiny part of the fish goes 
straight into your foot. We’ve had lots of casualties, so people need 
to wear shoes if they’re going paddling.” 
 

 
Sourdough and your toaster 
 

If you like sourdough bread, you’ll know already that it is not easy 
to squeeze a slice of it into your toaster. 
 

Artisan bread is big, and sadly, the rise in popularity of these 
loaves has left the standard British toaster struggling to keep up.  
 

That leaves sourdough toast afficionados with one end of their slice 
jutting out of the toaster.   
 

The consumer watchdog Which? says: “This isn’t the end of the 
world, but it means you can sometimes end up with a pale white 
border round the edge of your toast.”   
 

Solutions?  Which? suggests grilling your toast in the oven, cutting 
the slice in two, or even buying a speciality toaster, at more than 
£100. 
 

Looking at YOU 
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Meanwhile, the trend towards big artisan bread does not appear to 
be waning.  And as Which? rightly points out: “Whether you prefer 
sourdough or sliced white, there’s nothing quite like hot buttered 
toast.” 
 

 

The scammers will come after you 
 

Do you have a new phone and new number? Be prepared: it is 
likely that scammers will still be texting you within just two weeks. 
 
A Which? survey has found that of new numbers that have not 
been shared with anyone, still half of them receive at least one 
scam text message within the first two weeks.   
 
Scammers do it by using computers to generate numbers. They 
then send messages out in bulk, using ‘Sim farms’ – devices that 
operate several cards at a time.   
 
The most frequently received scam message for all of us in recent 
months has been a text message claiming to be from Royal Mail, 
usually requesting small amounts of money for a parcel to be de-
livered. 70 per cent of us have received that fake delivery text over 
the past five months.   
 
 

Your dog’s DNA could rescue him (or her) 
 

Dog lovers will find this good news: canine DNA is to be collected 
by a police force to help stolen animals be reunited with their own-
ers. 
 

The scheme by Gloucestershire Police is thought to be a world first. 
It will involve owners using a kit to take a swab from their dog’s 
mouth. The sample is then sent to a specialist forensic testing 
company that has developed a dog DNA database that is accessible 
to all police forces. 
 

When it is suspected that a dog has been stolen, its DNA can be 
run through the database to check if it is missing. The database 
could also link a suspect thief to the stolen dog, if its DNA is found 
on them. 
 

The Gloucestershire police are “confident” that the scheme will help 
reduce dog thefts and also reunite stolen pets with their owners. 
As one officer said, “We have to adopt whatever means we can to 
stop this shocking trade. ”If successful, the scheme could possibly 
spread to other parts of the country. 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the Month from Revd. Greg Smith  

I write at a time when racism and sport are uppermost in many 
people’s thinking, following the appalling online abuse received by 
England’s black players after England’s loss (on penalties) in the 
final of the Euros. Less than 48 hours later, I was at Edgbaston, 
watching England v Pakistan One Day Cricket International. I had 
the opportunity of witnessing the best and worst of what it is to 
live in a multi-racial society. 

I watched Babar Azam play what may well be the best one-day  
innings I have ever seen, only for the four apparently middle-class, 
white, young men next to me to hurl the most unspeakable abuse 
at him upon his dismissal. Meanwhile, two older Pakistani support-
ers festooned in a Pakistan flag and wearing green and white boat-
ers cheered every boundary he scored and then stood to applaud 
him at the end of his innings. Strangely, the four young men failed 
to return at the interval to watch England bat, while the two Paki-
stani gentlemen stood to applaud James Vince when he scored a 
century for England and again at the end of his innings. In the 
space of a couple of hours, I felt ashamed of and immensely proud 
of the country in which we live. 

In recounting the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke Chapter 
10, Jesus addresses racist attitudes head on. Surely, the key 
phrase in the story is “a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where 
the man was” 10.33 (NIV). Racism prospers all the time we fail to 
see the common humanity of those we abuse. Getting close 
enough to individuals or groups different from us to perceive Christ 
in them is the antidote. It takes time and trouble and can some-
times feel a bit risky. But surely it is the only way to build a nation 
in which stories of trans-racial kindness and courtesy will no longer 
shock us. 

 



8 

Sale on a Table 
What can you sell on a table? 

Saturday September 11th 
9-11.30 am 

 

Bring a table and help create  
a busy market area. 
Cost is £10 per space 

 

Coffee stall, Cakes plants ,                  
crafts, second hand goods. 

And much, much more... 
 

To book a space Telephone 01743 791069 
Email  worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk 

 

   Duck Race 11am  
 Come and buy a duck for £2. 
 Support local crafts and goods, 

and your local church. 
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God in the Arts by the Revd Michael Burgess  

The painting Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera now hangs in the Museo del 
Prado, Madrid, Spain.      You can see a copy of the painting at:  
http://www.spanisharts.com/history/barroco/imagenes/ribera/
ribera_suenojacobo.html 
 
 

‘The Lord is in this place’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the 3rd century a Chinese philosopher, Chang Tsu, had a very 
vivid dream. He dreamed he was a butterfly, happily flying here 
and there. When he awoke, he thought to himself, ‘Did Chang Tsu 
dream that he was a butterfly, or did the butterfly dream that it 
was Chang Tsu?’ Dreams are often like that: crucial experiences 
which cause us to ponder and wonder about their meaning. The 
prophet Joel suggested that it was old men who dream dreams, 
while young people see visions. But dreams invade and colour our 
sleeping hours, whatever age we are. 
 
In the Bible dreams are vital events. Think of Joseph in the Old 
Testament dreaming of his superiority among his brothers, the 
dreams of the cup bearer and baker at Pharoah’s court, Daniel in-
terpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, and Joseph’s dreams in the 
Gospels that were so crucial for the safety of the Holy Family. This 
month in our paintings we focus on ‘Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera. 
 
Jusepe de Ribera was a Spanish artist, whose most productive 
years were spent in Naples, where he died in 1652. This painting 
from 1639 is based on Genesis 28.  After depriving his brother 
Esau of his birthright, Jacob is sent to Laban. At Bethel he rested 
and in his sleep received the vision of God’s angels on the ladder 
to heaven with God’s reassuring words of promise and blessing. 

http://www.spanisharts.com/history/barroco/imagenes/ribera/ribera_suenojacobo.html
http://www.spanisharts.com/history/barroco/imagenes/ribera/ribera_suenojacobo.html
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When he awoke, Jacob set up an altar at Bethel, which he declared 
was the house of God and the gate of heaven. 
 
To baroque artists, this scene in Genesis was seen as a prefigura-
tion of the coming of Jesus, and in John’s Gospel Jesus Himself told 
Nathanael that he would see the angels ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man. For Ribera the subject of Jacob’s dream is 
treated with great tenderness as Jacob sleeps beneath the lumi-
nous expanse of sky, which occupies a major part of the canvas. 
Not for him the depiction of winged messengers; no, the light of 
heaven falls down upon the sleeping figure, casting shadows on 
the ground. The angels, ethereal and insubstantial, are contained 
in the glory of light.  The tree at the other side looks like a fallen 
cross, and Jacob almost like a sleeping disciple in Gethsemane. But 
here, he is in deep repose as his face is lit up with the golden glow 
of the heavenly messengers.  
 
For Jacob, the dream is the golden assurance of God’s blessing. As 
his saga continues in Genesis, he marries Laban’s daughters, wres-
tles with the divine stranger, is given the name Israel, and his 12 
sons become the ancestors of the 12 tribes of God’s people. So, 
the blessing of the dream is worked out in his life and the life of 
Israel. 
 
Dreams can come to give visions of the way life should be. Like Ja-
cob, or perhaps like Martin Luther King and his prophetic words in 
1963. In this month of August many of us will go on holiday to en-
joy rest and recreation. As we end the days with sleep, we pray 
that like the Psalmist we will lie down in perfect peace and safety 
and know the refreshment Jacob found at Bethel: a repose which 
will restore our souls and bodies to bring life and vision wherever 
we may be. 

Peace, perfect peace — a prayer by Terence Trimmer 
 
Dear Jesus 
 
When we pray for Your help and blessing, we remember the words, “be still 

in the presence of the Lord’.  Fill us with the peace of mind and serenity 
which only You can give, and restore us once again. May we remain safe 

and content, knowing Your peace will continue to dwell in us. Amen. 
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The Slide  By Daphne Kitching   
 
As I watch 
She climbs the steps steadily, 
Holding the handrail, 
Her two-year-old feet following each other 
Rhymically, unhesitatingly 
To the platform at the top 
Where she sits down 
And freezes. 
Holding tight to the sides, 
Knees up, feet flat 
She judders down a little way 
Then looks up. 
Her eyes meet my smile, my outstretched arms – 
And she takes her hands off the edge of the slide, 
Shooting forward with a squeal of delight, 
Trusting the love she knows. 
 
Lord, I have climbed so steadily, 
I have come so far, in my own strength, 
Holding on, holding back, 
Sometimes freezing. 
But I am Your child, 
Today I will lift my eyes 
And meet Your smile, Your outstretched arms, 
I will lift my juddering feet -  
And take my hands off the edge of the slide 
Released to ride, by Your Spirit,  
Into the freedom of Your will, 
Trusting the Love I know. 
 
 

Deanery ALPHA Course 

We are planning two Deanery Alpha courses on Tuesdays starting in 
September: at lunchtime at St George’s face to face and online on 

Tuesday evenings.  

If you or anyone you know would like to join either of these courses, 
please contact Mark Hackney at mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any 
reason, please contact Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  

 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

 

St George’s Church, Pontesbury 

Little Dragons 
Group for Under Fives & their Carers 

 
Following the enforced shutdown due to the pandemic  

we intend to re-commence sessions on  
Tuesday 7th September. 

 
We are open on Tuesdays during term time  

between 10.00 am and 11.30 a.m. 
 

There is no charge for attending but  
Voluntary Contributions are always welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

                      (And see page 21) 

Catherine Trimby 
Memorial Service 

2 pm, Saturday 4
th
 September  

St. George’s Church, Pontesbury 
+++ 

Please note that some Covid restrictions may still apply 
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Physicist and Priest: John Polkinghorne (1930-2021) 
 
At the age of 48 the Cambridge Professor John Polkinghorne decid-
ed he’d done his bit for physics and that it was time for a different 
sort of adventure. Resigning his academic position, he trained for 
ordination in the Church of England. In an interview 40 years later 
he said, “It’s one thing to go to church on Sundays but to give up a 
professorship and train for something else – that was a bit more 
than a gesture…I think a lot of people realised I was a religious 
person but they didn’t expect me to take it quite that seriously…
People were saying to me, ‘Oh John what are you up to?’ They 
mostly weren’t thinking so much about my becoming a clergyman 
but just the fact that I was a Christian.” (From Test of Faith, Pater-
noster, 2009) 
 
John saw his work in science as a Christian vocation, and felt a re-
sponsibility to use his talents in that area. Once ordained he found 
himself thoroughly engaged in the conversation about science and 
religion. One of his main messages was that “I’m not a vegetarian 
butcher. There is a cousinly relationship between thinking about 
theology and thinking about science.” 
 
When asked for a Bible passage to appear at the end of his 2009 
interview John chose Colossians 1:15–20: ‘He is the image of the 
invisible God, the first-born over all creation. For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning and the first-born from among the dead, so 
that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.’  
John’s explanation for his choice speaks volumes to anyone inter-
ested in the science-faith dialogue. “I value this passage because it 
speaks of the cosmic significance of Christ, the One in whom all 
things hold together and who redeems all things (notice, not just 
all people) by the blood of his cross. Here meet my deepest reli-
gious beliefs and my strongest scientific concerns.” 

God in the Sciences  by the Revd Michael Burgess  
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Your Puzzle for this month 

Word Search:   The Transfiguration 
 

On 6 August the Church remembers the Transfiguration of  
Jesus. The story is told in Matthew 17, Mark 9 and Luke 9.  
The mountain may well have been one of the three high spurs of 
Mount Hermon, which rises to 9,000 feet. Jesus was suddenly 
transfigured before Peter, James and John. His face began to 
shine as the sun, his garments became white and dazzling.  
Then Elijah and Moses appeared, but why? These two men  
represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old 
Testament. But both the Law and the Prophets found their true 
and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. Elijah and Moses 
were handing on the baton, if you like. Now God’s dwelling with 
mankind would depend on the New Covenant based on Jesus’ 
death on the cross. 
 

Find these words from the text in the grid: 
 
 
Transfiguration 
Mountain 
Peter 
James  
John 
Radiant 
Beloved 
Son 
Well 
Pleased 
Dwelling 
Mankind 
New 

covenant 
Face 
Exodus 
Mount  
Sinai 
Sealing 
Moses 
Law 
Elijah 
prophets 
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Although officially the Ride and Stride        
Saturday is September 11 this year,        
a group of us plans to walk with Greg      
a week later – September 18 – around            

the 6 churches of the Pontesbury              
and Stiperstones groups.   

 

Here is Greg’s projected route: 
 

Pontesbury ―› Habberley ―› Snailbeach ―› Shelve ―›   
Hope ―› Minsterley ―› Pontesbury. 

 
The Snailbeach ―› Shelve stretch will be via Shepherd’s Rock.  
The whole circuit is said to be 17 miles long.   
 
Greg would be delighted if some of you would sponsor us.  The 
proceeds of the sponsorship will be divided between Shropshire 
Historic Churches Trust and the church of your choice, with SHCT 
keeping any tax reclaimed.  As SHCT has generously made grants 
to our local churches, it is a charity well worth supporting.  Better 
still, I hope some of you will join us for the entire route or part of 
it. 
Greg can give you further details: call him 07902 794653 or          
email him at rectorpontstip@gmail.com       
 

Remember the date -- September 18. 

Our Church Community  

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

                  St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we will!  
   

 Call in confidence:  
       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 



4 

Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

1st August 
9th Sunday 
after Trinity 

10:30am 
Morning  
Worship 
 

Exodus 16: 2 – 4, 9 – 15 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 16 
John 6: 24 – 35 

8th August     
10th Sunday 
after Trinity 

10:30am Holy  
Communion 
 

1 Kings 19: 4 – 8 
Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2 
John 6: 35, 41 – 51 

15th August     
11th Sunday 
after Trinity  

10:30am Holy 
Communion 
 

Proverbs 9: 1 – 6 
Ephesians 5: 15 – 20 
John 6: 51 – 58 

22nd Au-
gust 12th 
Sunday after 
Trinity   

10:30am Holy 
Communion 
 

Joshua 24: 1 – 2a, 14 – 18 
Ephesians 6: 10 – 20 
John 6: 56 - 69 

29th August     
13th Sunday 
after Trinity  

Group Service  
10:30am Holy  
Communion 
 

Psalm 15 
James 1: 17 – end 
Mark 7: 1 – 8, 14 – 15, 21 - 23  

Sunday morning services will be available on the Church website 
www.st-george.org.uk  from about 10.15am, for those who are 

unable to attend the services in person. 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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        LIFTING UP OUR EYES 

Musings from The Hermitage 
 
Once in a while, a random conversation can throw up a question that 
sets you off on a thinking trip! This happened to me a few weeks ago. 
An old friend, a convinced atheist, made the observation that, since 
we now know that the earth is just a miniscule speck of dust in the 
vast, unknowable cosmos, a speck of dust on the edge of an insignifi-
cant little galaxy, it is childish and absurd, (he said), to imagine we 
have any significance at all. For sure, it is a remarkable stroke of luck 
(he continued) that we are here at all, but that is all it is: a stroke of 
luck, a happy and completely insignificant accident of the coming to-
gether of certain conditions. 
 
Pondering this, there is it seems, a fundamental question to be asked: 

On what basis do we determine the significance of something?  
How do we decide what has greater significance?  

What makes you or me significant? 
 
Generally speaking, the world works on the assumption that signifi-
cance is measured by how big something is.  Personal significance is 
the result of acquisition, achievement,  power and control; the more 
we possess, the more spectacular our achievements, the greater our 
significance.  So we labour to have more possessions, more status; to 
be more successful, more powerful, in order to find greater signifi-
cance and worth.  And we judge other people accordingly.  There are 
always casualties in this world view – the ones who have failed to 
make the grade, or who have become the victims in someone else’s 
scramble for the top.   
 
But is there an alternative?  Yes, there is!  It is writ large through the 
Scriptures, and finds its full expression in the person of Jesus Christ.  
At his baptism, his heavenly Father affirmed him with these words: 
“This is my son, in whom I delight” ….and that was before Jesus had 
done anything!    It is an alternative world view, taught clearly in the 
Sermon on the Mount, diametrically opposed to the way the world op-
erates, the  world-view of the kingdom of God.  It is not how big we 
are, how successful, how powerful, that makes us significant.  We, 
and the world which is our only home in the universe,  are eternally 
significant because we are eternally loved. 
 

Carolyn 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE:  
Time is Nature's way of making sure that everything doesn't happen  

all at once.  - Anon 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

   

August 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 


