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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

   

July 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE:  
 

The quality of life is determined by its activities. - Aristotle 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 

mailto:webmaster@st-george.org.uk
mailto:stgsprinting@gmail.com
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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        LIFTING UP OUR EYES 

DISLOCATED LIVES 
 

“By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we re-
membered Zion”. So begins Psalm 137. The psalmist is in a prison 
camp in Babylonia, Jerusalem (Zion) with its Temple is destroyed 
and the Judean kings are no more. The glory days of David’s unit-
ed great kingdom must have seen a distant memory.The early 
prophets warn the kings and advisers of forthcoming doom if they 
do not change their ways and turn to God. Later prophets pro-
claimed during the darkest of dark days of Exile. The Books of 
Kings and Chronicles relate this sorry history. Even when the Per-
sians allowed the leading Jews to resettle Jerusalem and rebuild 
the Temple these were not as grand as in the old days. 
 
Indeed, it appears this dislocation, the Exile in Babylon, was form-
ative in creating what we call the Old Testament when the priests 
and others started to collect writings both fairly recent as well as 
ancient. Later, there would be successive invasions culminating in 
the Roman one during which Jesus’ life took place. 
 
Dislocation also marked Jesus’ birth with the journey to Bethlehem 
for the census and the flight into Egypt. Jesus’ message resulted in 
him being the victim of the blame game when the Jewish religious 
authorities handed him over to the Romans to be crucified. Mary 
Magdalene and the disciples were consumed with gloom and des-
pair when Jesus died on the cross – the ultimate dislocation. How-
ever, Easter transformed this into joy and new purpose. 
 
A further revolt in AD70 once again saw Jerusalem and its Temple 
destroyed. Emperor Hadrian transformed Jerusalem into the Ro-
man city of AeliaCapitolina. 
 
Jerusalem and its surrounding area were only returned to the Jews 
after the Second World War but at the expense of dislocating Pal-
estinians including Palestinian Christians. 
 
We have been experiencing our own little bit of dislocation during 
this lockdown in the face of Covid 19. It has been said that lock-
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down was for the middle classes while low income people contin-
ued to deliver our products and services, gave care to residents in 
care homes and in hospitals. Above all, there has been the dedicat-
ed fight to save lives in our hospitals. For some people, lockdown 
has been more threatening than for others. This is partly a matter 
of outlook. But many people have had pre-existing conditions that 
make them more vulnerable. Some of us take immune suppressing 
drugs for other conditions. This has meant that we have been ad-
vised to shield until we have been double vaccinated. So, it has 
been a real readjustment for me to return to Church (and lead a 
service), to go into our local shops again and to visit Shrewsbury.  
 
For most people, the hardest thing about lockdown has been the 
dislocation from family. Our elder son lives with us and our young-
er son is in Shrewsbury but we have not seen our daughter, who is 
rather unwell, since Christmas 2019. Zoom is not the same! On 
television we see the joy of grandparents being reunited with 
grandchildren. We are really looking forward to spending a week in 
the Chilterns in July when we shall at last meet up with our daugh-
ter and also see my brother. Perhaps, these are our little resurrec-
tion experiences. Thanks be to God. 
 

Christopher Cooke. 
 

P.S. A neighbour made this witty remark: “We are expecting our 
grandson for lunch. We haven’t seen him for two years. Any young 
man could turn up!” 

The Difference by Daphne Kitching 
 
So often   
I can’t wear the right clothes, 
Speak the right words, 
Fit the right mould, 
Be the shape people want me to be, 
Expect me to be, 
Demand that I am, 
To conform. 

 

But you Lord 
Accept me, 
Release me, 
Make it possible to be me, 
Perfectly free 
In Your service, 
Open for You  
To transform. 
 
  35 
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Words from the Bible Bite are hidden in the grid ... 

 

QUOTE:  
It is what you do when you have nothing to do  

that reveals what you are. - Anon  
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

4th July 
5th Sunday  
after Trinity 
  

Morning Worship 
10:30am 

Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12: 2 – 10 
Mark 6: 1 – 13 
  

11th July 
6th Sunday  
after Trinity 
 

Holy Communion 
10:30am  
(Live streamed) 

Amos 7: 7 – 15 
Ephesians 1: 3 – 14 
Mark 6: 14 – 29 
  

18th July 
7th Sunday  
after Trinity 

Holy Communion 
10:30am 

Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2: 11 – end 
Mark 6: 30 – 34, 53 - end 
  

25th July 
8th Sunday  
after Trinity 
  

Holy Communion 
10:30am 

2 Kings 4: 42 – end 
Ephesians 3: 14 – end 
John 6: 1 – 21 
  

Sunday morning services will be available on the Church website 
www.st-george.org.uk  from about 10.15am, for those who are 

unable to attend the services in person. 

But you Lord 
Accept me, 
Release me, 
Make it possible to be me, 
Perfectly free 
In Your service, 
Open for You  
To transform. 
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Good Neighbours 
Many thanks to those who have come forward to volunteer for 
Good Neighbours. There is still a pressing need for befrienders 
who will occasionally visit or telephone people living on their own. 
At present, the coordinator is unable to meet all the requests she 
is getting for a befriending service. If you feel you could spare an 
hour or so a week to befriend someone in Minsterley or Pontes-
bury, please let Greg know. 
If you would like to volunteer with the Parish Visitor team, then 
see the notice below and have a word with Marion Elliott. 
 
Evensong at Habberley 
Please note that throughout the summer months, Evensong at 
Habberley will start at the new time of 6.30 p.m. All welcome. 
 
Alpha 
We are planning a Deanery Alpha taster over the summer for     
anyone who thinks they might like to take part in an Alpha course 
or invite a friend along, but don’t quite know what they might be 
letting themselves in for. Further details are available from Mark 
Hackney at mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org 

Our Church Community  

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

                  St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we will!  
   

 Call in confidence:  
       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

QUOTE:  
Prayer is the rope up in the belfry;  

we pull it, and it rings the bell up in heaven.    C Evans 
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Here’s an alternative to a crossword ... 
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Your Puzzle for this month 
ACROSS 
 
1  Sent out three times on a   recon-
naissance mission from Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:8–12) (4) 
3  ‘The vilest — who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon 
receives’ (8) 
9  Described by the 19th-century MP 
Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in 
solution’ (7) 
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake 
will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5) 
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5) 
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 
6:11) (6)  

14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canterbury, 
York (13) 
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) 
(6) 
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God 
(Leviticus 21:20) (5) 
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5) 
23 I gain me (anag.) (7) 
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8) 
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4) 
 
DOWN 
 

1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8) 
2  Church of England incumbent (5) 
4  What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7) 
5  Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5) 
6  ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not in — ’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7) 
7  It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4) 
8  It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3) 
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8) 
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7) 
16 Real do (anag.) (6) 
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke 
10:41) (5) 
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man 
considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)  
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites 
camped (Exodus 15:27) (4) 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any 
reason, please contact Shirley Small  01743 791885.  

 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

In the NEWS:  Can your child read? 
 

School is out this month, but how much good did it do your child? 
More than 200,000 pupils will leave primary school this year without 
being able to read, according to recent unpublished figures by the 
government. 
 

Now Boris Johnson has announced a ‘four-year emergency’ plan to 
help children catch up on their learning. One idea to help children get 
back up to speed is to bring in a ‘citizens army’ of teachers, including 
retired and supply teachers, who can be recruited to help struggling 
children.   
 

Our ‘citizens army’ is already up and running in Pontesbury!  
If you could spend a few hours a week with children in our 
local primary school, listening or helping them to read, then 

do have a word with Allen Marsden our Pray-Bake-Read  
coordinator… volunteers are always needed.  

     Sunday Afternoon Tea 
                                        at 
               St. George’s Church. 

    

 Sunday 18th July      2.30 - 4.30pm 
   

A chance to sit and have your afternoon tea served to you 
… a real treat in a safe area. 

                          

Please book your place with Mary Worrall 
                    
Telephone 01743 791069.                                                  
 

£7.50 per person 
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Drop in and donate  

Coffee Event 
Saturday  3rd July        

10.00 – 3.00pm 
Come and have coffee together while            

the organ is being played  

in Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley. 
 

 All donations to  Holy Trinity Church. 

 

MINSTERLEY 

       

Saturday 10th July                                                          

10.00 – 4pm                                                                                            

Sign up through Facebook                                                                  
or contact:   barbnors65@aol.com         phone 01743600476               

       

Safari Maps available from Holy Trinity Church  

… just humour him—he’s 
hoping it’ll help him 

reach the young people 
in his diocese ... 
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“Experience so far is that con-
tactless donations are, on aver-
age, three times the value of 
cash donations.” 
 
 
India’s Coronavirus crisis: 
urgent support needed 
 
All We Can and the Methodist 
Church in Britain’s joint Emer-
gency Coronavirus Appeal are 
providing essential support to 
vulnerable communities in In-
dia.  
 
The country, home to 1.3 billion 
people, is currently in the grips 
of a deadly wave of Covid-19. 

Hospitals are unable to cope 
with the ever-increasing number 
of cases, oxygen supplies are 
scarce, and the situation threat-
ens to overwhelm the country’s 
health systems. 
 
Since April 2020, All We Can has 
supported more than two million 
people in the pandemic through 
the Emergency Coronavirus Ap-
peal, and the work of its long-
term partners. The Methodist 
family has also responded to the 
ongoing pandemic through 
grants given by the Methodist 
Church’s World Mission Fund 
partner church Covid-19 re-
sponses.  

 Prioritising  by Megan Carter  
 
Martha cooked 
But Mary looked 
And sat at the Masters feet, 
It’s a story of old 
But we are told 
It’s where man and God can meet. 

 

    So much to do 
  But think it through 
  There’s a place for you and me, 
  To spend time with the Lord 
  And be found in His word 
  It’s where we are meant to be. 
 

So find a place 
To seek His face 
Where the Lord Himself is found 
With a God who cares 
Hears all our prayers 
The place where grace abounds. 
 
 

 

mailto:barbnors65@aol.com
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‘Remember Me’ – St Paul’s 
launches fundraising   
campaign for memorial 
 
St Paul’s Cathedral has launched 
a campaign in partnership with 
the Daily Mail to raise £2.3m to 
build a physical memorial in St 
Paul’s Cathedral for those who 
died as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
It will be the first build of its kind 
at St Paul’s for nearly 150 years 
and is part of the ‘Remember 
Me’ project, an online book of 
remembrance launched last 
year. More than 7,300 names of 
those who have died as a result 
of the pandemic have been en-
tered into the book.  
 
The campaign will install the 
online memorial book at a per-
manent site within St Paul’s as 
well as on the internet. People 
entering the Cathedral by the 
new Equal Access Ramp will be 
able to go through the memorial 
into a tranquil space and take 
time to remember the many in-
dividuals who have died as a re-
sult of the pandemic. 
 
The memorial will be a portico in 
the North Transept on the site of 
an earlier porch destroyed by a 
bomb in 1941. Oliver Caroe, the 
Cathedral’s Surveyor to the Fab-
ric, who has designed the me-

morial, lost his mother during 
the pandemic.  
 
Church of England commits 
£1.25 million to enabling 
digital giving in parishes 
 
The Church of England aims to 
enable contactless giving in half 
of all parishes over the next two 
years.  
 
The first pilot scheme has been 
launched in more than 100 
churches across the Diocese of 
Carlisle to help encourage con-
tactless giving, making giving 
easier for congregations.  
 
The pilot will help pave the way 
for a £1.25m investment from 
the Church of England which 
will see thousands more church-
es accept contactless and digital 
payments over the next two 
years. Consideration for con-
nectivity in rural settings has 
been taken into account, with 
churches being offered one of 
two types of device, depending 
on each parish’s context.  
 
Two further pilots will take 
place in other dioceses later this 
year before the nation-wide roll 
out begins. 
Grace Emmett, National Digital 
Giving Manager for the Church 
of England, explained: 

In the NEWS 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the Month from Rev David Moss 

(Westbury, Worthen & Yockleton) 

Over this last year we have all been confronted with a new reality. We have 
had time to re-discover these simple things - what is important in life, like 
making time to go for a walk, listening to the bird song or rejoicing at the 
sight of clear skies and feeling the warmth of the sun. 
 

At the same time we have seen how fragile life is, the faith that we had be-
fore in science, security, medicine has been severely shaken. Nature itself 
can be wonderful, and yet at the same time it can be cruel and heartless – 
and it has made us all feel pretty insignificant and vulnerable. As humans we 
naturally desire to have certainty in our lives; answers.  
 

The problem is that, as humans, we can only focus on the here and now, 
which is like looking at a single piece of a one thousand piece jigsaw. 
Whereas God sees the whole completed jigsaw. As you probably all know, I 
play (not very well I might add) a trombone in various bands; when I practise 
(mmm, which is not very often) I tend to practise the parts that I would play if 
I was in the full band, so it is a very incomplete sound and my neighbours 
must wonder what on earth I am playing.  Jazz music at the individual level 
sounds chaotic – but at group level is wonderful. It is as if God was saying 
‘the world is bigger than today, bigger than you.’ 
 

In the Bible there is a story about a man called Job; he was very rich but his 
life began to fall apart and sadly, he lost everything. Job laments, but lament-
ing is not a sign of wavering faith, in fact quite the opposite, it is a response 
of faith – the opposite to despair. The story is well known because Job had 
three friends who at first just sit in silence with him and were probably a 
great support. But sadly, they then begin to offer troublesome advice, mak-
ing his situation worse. They slowly wear Job out. The tradition in those days 
was the belief that such misfortune must be as a result of Job’s behaviour or 
sin. Their poor advice gives them the nicknames of ‘Job’s comforters.’  
 

Job remains faithful and God eventually appears and restores Job’s for-
tunes. In some ways, at first glance, the story seems to paint God in a bad 
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light, and we wonder why it has been included in the Bible at all. But in reali-
ty the story was written to expose and challenge the poor theology of the day 
– that is the belief that bad things only happen as a result of sinful lifestyles.  
 
Tough times and challenges will always be with us, and sometimes nature 
can prove to be cold and heartless, in fact it can often deliver a devastatingly 
bad lot. One day, someone asked Jesus - “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 
Life is what it is. 
 
It is over a year since Covid hit us, and we hope that we are now coming to 
the end, at least the end of the worst of it. Our calling and place today is to 
offer reassurance for those around us. God calls us to be a people of faith; 
faith and prayer in this world needs the capacity to live with and function in 
times of great uncertainty. When everything appears out of control, when the 
seas rage all about us, that’s when we can see Jesus appearing out of the 
storm. That’s when we can hear those reassuring, immortal words: ‘Peace, 
be still!’ 
 

God looks at the eternal not just at the temporary, not just at today. He sees 
the complete and perfect picture. If we listen closely, we could probably hear 
him saying ‘can you see what it is yet?’ 
 

We just need to trust him, trust that this single piece of a big jigsaw that is 
today, will one day make a perfect picture. 
 

Lord Jesus, help us to trust you when life seems difficult; help us to be her-
alds of your kingdom, here on earth, today, reflecting your light into our com-
munities, announcing peace, proclaiming the news of happiness – that ‘our 
God reigns.’ Thank you Lord, that in you, all things will be well. 
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child shall lead them…..They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.’ (Isaiah 11:6,9) 
 
That vision of peace and harmony inspired this month’s painting, 
‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by Edward Hicks. He was born in Pennsyl-
vania in 1780 and worked as a carriage and sign maker. After a 
rebellious adolescence, he became a Quaker, living as a preacher 
and minister before taking up his brushes. His fellow Quakers were 
uneasy with this pursuit of such a worldly profession, and so Ed-
ward Hicks tried his hand at farming. His efforts proved unsuccess-
ful, and he returned to painting, creating a whole series of canvas-
es on this single theme. He painted almost a hundred versions of 
the Peaceable Kingdom of which over 60 still exist. This one is 
from 1834. 
 
The foreground is occupied by not just one child, but several. They 
are innocent and free, playing with the animals around – lion, 
tiger, leopard, bear, wolf, cow and lamb. There is no sign of 
‘nature red in tooth and claw’ here for all is peace and tranquillity. 
The bear and cow nudge each other in the bottom corner with no 
fear and no assertion of strength. That vision of peace is being re-
alised in the distant scene, where we see William Penn and his fel-
low Quakers working on a treaty of co-existence with the Indians. 
The animals in the foreground symbolise the human traits we see 
at work in the background: leadership and strength, sensitivity and 
gentleness. 
 
As he worked on later versions of this painting, Edward Hicks knew 
that such peace was not an easy and simple achievement. Argu-
ments and misunderstandings divided his own flock, and as a re-
sult the animals he painted look tired and anxious with sad eyes 
and white whiskers.  
 
But here in 1834 there is a freshness and a promise of paradise 
restored. The cow and the calf, the bear and the bear cub, and the 
other animals are at one with the children playing.  That harmony 
can be realised in human affairs also, the artist is saying. ‘Follow 
the Inner Light’ and Isaiah’s prophecy can be fulfilled in our world. 
It needs both the innocence and strength we see here; it needs ac-
tion and waiting, it needs wisdom and gentleness as we take coun-
sel one with another. Follow those qualities to be channels of God’s 
peace to make this world the Peaceable Kingdom. 
 
You can see a copy of the painting at:  http://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom.jpg 
 
 



28 

God in the Arts by the Revd Michael Burgess  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with 
‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by Edward Hicks.  It now hangs in the National 
Gallery of Art in Washington DC.    
 

Promise and Fulfilment 
 
When St Peter preached his first sermon on the day of Pentecost, 
he showed how the life, death and resurrection of Jesus had to be 
understood in the light of the Old Testament. The promise of the 
Old was granted fulfilment in the New. This is how we understand 
the unity of the two Testaments: the messianic hope in one finds 
full expression in the other. We read of the Suffering Servant in 
Isaiah and look to the life-giving sacrifice of Jesus. Earlier in that 
prophet we read of a wondrous Child who is granted the spirit of 
the Lord to bring Paradise once more to the world: 
 
‘The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
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Looking at GOD 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the need for encouragement. 
 

Olympic Gold 
 
This month should see the start of the Tokyo Olympics, having 
been postponed from last year due to the Coronavirus pandemic. A 
number of New Testament letters refer to Olympic sport including 
Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 
The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite 
the struggles and obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses 
cheering us on. We have a heavenly Father who loves us and a 
Saviour who has run the race before us. If we keep our eyes fixed 
on Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race. 
 
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete Derek 
Redmond was running in the semi-finals of the 400 metres. About 
250 metres from the finish his hamstring tore. He fell to the 
ground in pain and stretcher bearers 
came over to him. However, Redmond 
was determined to finish the race and so 
he started hopping toward the finishing 
line. Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's   
father, ran out of the stands towards him. 
“You don't have to do this,” he told his 
son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his 
father said, “We're going to finish this   
together.” They completed the lap with 
Derek leaning on his father's shoulder.   
As they crossed the finish line, the    
spectators rose to give Derek a standing 
ovation.  Although he didn’t win an   
Olympic medal, Derek Redmond finished 
the race with his father at his side. Let’s 
not forget the   encouragement we have 
to finish the race! 
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The Revd. Dr Jo White considers the need for listening. 
 

Reflected Faith series: the spaces between 
  
Most of us have been in situations where we are not in control, and 
we don’t know how to feel or how to react to our situation. We 
need help. 
 

The most valuable gift you can have at those times – is time itself. 
Time to be ‘listened to’. Really listened to. But it is not easy to find 
someone who will ‘actively listen’ to you. 
 

Think of the last time you were in the reverse position with a friend 
or a colleague, and they were talking to you. How easily do you 
recall what they actually said? Most of us are so busy getting our 
replies ready for when the person has finished speaking, that we 
don’t clearly hear their punch line. 
 

With God it is different. We can take everything to Him; all our 
worries and cares and failures and faults. And He listens. 
 

He doesn’t necessarily jump in with an instant, easy solution, but 
rather He promises to always guide us, if we ask Him, through 
life’s challenges, and He promises to never leave us. He often 
speaks to us through his written word, the Bible. 
 

This last year, when many of us have been communicating with 
others by phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it all goes quiet. We 
feel the need to ‘nudge’ the other person, to make sure they are 
still there.  Silence is not a natural state for many of us – and yet 
it is in the quiet we can hear ourselves and God most clearly. 
 

So, when we talk with God, our conversation should not be rushed 
and one-sided.  We need to give space to our silence before Him, 
to wait and listen for Him to speak to us. 
 
This month: 
Next time you worship in church, listen to the silences: the spaces 
between the words, the music and the actions.  Listen to all the 
prayers that are spoken.  
Look at your surroundings and reflect that they have absorbed 
thousands of prayers – and holy silence – down the centuries of 
their existence. 
Look out the window and see the vastness of the sky above you – 
and let your prayers join with those that have gone before you. 
May the knowledge that you are not alone encourage and 
strengthen you. 
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The messages – tweets – were originally limited to 140 characters, 
but the limit was doubled in late 2017. Audio and visual tweets 
have now been introduced, which are normally limited to 140 sec-
onds. There are reckoned to be more than 330 million monthly ac-
tive users, but the vast majority of tweets are sent by a small mi-
nority. 
 
Many churches use Twitter to reach members who cannot attend, 
using #hashtags to link with them. The Church of England, not 
surprisingly, has provided guidance for this. 
 
 

How climate change could affect your cup of tea 
 
Now here’s something that will send you 
straight to your kitchen to put the kettle 
on: the Great British cup of tea may not 
taste quite so good in the future.  
 
It seems that extreme weather and rising 
temperatures could lead to inferior leaves 
in the future, according to Christian Aid. 
 

Kenya, the world’s foremost exporter of black tea, is now affected 
by erratic rainfall, floods, droughts, and rising temperatures. India, 
Sri Lanka and China, also major tea producers, face climate 
change problems as well. 
 
Climate change has been predicted by some as likely to cut pro-
duction in Kenya’s best tea-making areas by as much as a quarter 
by 2050. Even areas of only average growing conditions could see 
production fall by 39 per cent. 
 
As one tea farmer in Kenya’s Western Highlands, explained: “We 
cannot predict seasons anymore. Temperatures are rising, rainfall 
is erratic, often accompanied by unusual hailstones and longer 
droughts. If this continues, it will make growing tea much harder.” 

 

QUOTE:  
Security is not the absence of danger, but the presence of God,  

no matter what the danger.  — Anon 
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Following 
 
A young mother writes:  
 
It is always busy in our home, as we have four young children run-
ning about. But one particular Sunday afternoon James, my four-
year-old kept following me about very closely. He was on my heels 
every time I turned around, and after nearly falling over him sev-
eral times, I lost patience. ‘Whatever is the matter with you?’ I 
demanded. ‘Why don’t you go play?’ 
 
He looked up at me and said: ‘This morning at church the teacher 
told us that we should walk in Jesus’ footsteps. But I can’t see 
Him, so I am walking in yours instead. ’I gathered up my young son 
and felt tears in my eyes. I thanked God for this lesson I will nev-
er forget – about the value of being a living example to our young 
ones.” 

Twitter marks its 15th birthday  also by Tim Lenton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was 15 years ago, on 15th July 2006, that Twitter, the American 
micro-blogging social network, was launched. The first tweet – or 
short message – had been sent internally in March that year and 
was recently sold for over £2 million. 
 
The service was originally known as twttr (by analogy with the 
photo site flickr) because the domain name twitter.com was al-
ready in use. But this was eventually purchased. Jack Dorsey, the 
originator, said that the word twitter meant “a short burst of incon-
sequential information”, which he regarded as perfect for what 
they were intending.  
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers our call to befriend people in need. 
 

The Good Samaritan 
 
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37). This familiar story tells of a man who is mugged 
on the road between Jerusalem and Jericho and rescued by a Sa-
maritan. Jesus tells it in response to a lawyer’s question, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” When Jesus calls for a life of total 
love towards God and neighbour, the lawyer comes back with the 
question: ‘who is my neighbour?’ (29). 
 
The plight of the man and the indifference of the priest and Levite 
would have horrified Jesus’ hearers. They assumed that the hero of 
the story would be a Jew! However, Jesus presents the Samaritan, 
a sworn enemy of the Jews, as a model of integrity and an exam-
ple to follow: “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?...Go and do like-
wise.” (36,7). The challenge of the story is that often our neigh-
bours can be our worst enemies, yet these are the very people we 
are called to love as ourselves. 
 
Of course, we can all think of people to whom we are called to be a 
Samaritan in our lives: those we try to avoid and don’t want to get 
alongside. If we are honest, we know that we don’t have it in us to 
love as Jesus says here. We all need somebody who will be our 
Good Samaritan, to rescue us and enable us to love others as our-
selves. Jesus is that Good Samaritan for us. 
 
“By depicting a Samaritan helping a Jew, Jesus could not have 
found a more forceful way to say that anyone at all in need - re-
gardless of race, politics, class, and religion - is your neigh-
bour.” (Tim Keller). 

 
                            QUOTE:                                         
Sympathy is two hearts tugging at the same load.  
        - Anon 
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HYMN:  The story behind  

    ‘Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken’ 

     The year was 1800, and Vienna was under bombardment 
by Napoleon’s troops. The great Austrian composer, Haydn, then 
old and frail, asked to be carried to his piano.  There he made his 
own defiance of Napoleon, by solemnly play through his composi-
tion ‘Emperor’s Hymn’. Haydn had composed it for the Austrian 
Emperor, Franz ll’s birthday on 12 February 1797. Haydn never 
touched his piano again, and died a few days later, aged 77. 

     That is where the tune for this well-loved hymn came 
from. It quickly became the tune of the Austrian national anthem.  
It was later even adopted by the Germans, as the tune for August 
Heinrich Hoffman von Fallersleben’s (1798 – 1874) anthem 
Deutschlandslied, which began with the famous words: 
‘Deutschland über alles’ (Germany before everything). In the en-
suing political upheavals, the tune survived in the German national 
anthem, but was abandoned by the Austrians in 1946. 

     In the meantime, the tune had also reached England, as 
early as 1805. It was then that the words of a hymn by John New-
ton were first paired up with it. This meant that when the Austrian 
Emperor Franz visited his grandmother Queen Victoria, at Windsor 
Castle, he most likely would have sung his own national anthem 
tune to English words written by a converted slave trader turned 
country vicar!   

     John Newton’s inspiration for this hymn comes from Psalm 
87: ‘Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God’ (vs3) and 
also a text from Isaiah 33:20-21: ‘Look on Zion… there the Lord in 
majesty will be for us a place of broad rivers and streams…’   

     John Newton’s hymn celebrates the joy of knowing that the 
Church is the new Jerusalem (Zion) where God abides.  He rejoices 
that God protects His people and promises to supply their needs. 
He leads them into the Promised Land, just as long ago He led the 
Israelites through the wilderness to their Promised Land. Back 
then, He led them with a fiery and cloudy pillar; now we have His 
very Spirit within us, to guide us each step of the way home.     

 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
Formed thee for His own abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage: 
Grace, which like the Lord the giver, 
Never fails from age to age?... 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

A tribute to Dolly the 

Sheep by Tim Lenton 

 
 
The first cloned mammal – Dolly 
the sheep – was born 25 years 
ago, on 5th July 1996, at the 
Roslin Institute in Edinburgh.  
 
The news was generally greeted 
with either direct opposition or 
considerable suspicion. Richard 
McCormick, a Jesuit priest and 
professor of Christian ethics at 
the University of Notre Dame, 
voiced the feelings of many 
when he said: “I can’t think of a 

morally acceptable reason to clone a human being” – a view ech-
oed by the scientist who produced Dolly as an accidental by-
product of other work. 
 
As it turned out, making cloned mammals was highly inefficient: 
Dolly was the only lamb that survived to adulthood from 277 at-
tempts. But fears that Dolly would be unhealthy and unable to re-
produce proved ill-founded. She bred with a Welsh Mountain ram to 
produce six healthy lambs. 
 

Fears of a human cloning programme have so far not been real-
ised, although gene-edited human babies were produced in 2018 
by Chinese scientist He Jainkui, who was subsequently jailed with 
two colleagues for “illegal medical practice”. 
 

One legacy of the Dolly experiment was the birth of stem-cell re-
search. Dolly died prematurely in 2003 from a form of lung cancer 
common in sheep. Her body is on display in the National Museum 
of Scotland. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ANONYMOUS QUOTES on the CHRISTIAN LIFE:  
 

Can't sleep? Count your blessings. 
 

Forbidden fruit creates many jams. 
 

Christians, keep the faith - but not from others! 
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Tony Horsfall considers the challenge of change. 
 

Time for a change  
 
     I have had my walking boots for a few years now, and they 
have been faithful companions. We have walked many miles      
together during that time, on my daily walks as 
well as on holiday. They are partly responsible for 
my physical recovery after Covid-19, so they have 
a place in my heart. They fit me very well, and we 
have adjusted to one another. But they are very 
thin now on the soles and heels, and it is reluc-
tantly time for a change. 
 

     So, one recent Saturday I bought a new pair. They are clean 
and smart, and fully waterproof. The soles are strong and new. 
There are no signs of wear and tear. But I know that change is 
never easy. They will take some time to wear in. They may rub 
and I may get a blister or two. Occasionally I will long for my old 
boots, and wonder, ‘Did I make a mistake?’ Hopefully, they will be-
come as much a part of me as my old ones as we tread the miles 
together. But there is always a risk with something new, Isn't 
there? 
 

     Change is never easy in whatever form it comes. But change is 
inevitable because life does not stand still, and we have to keep 
adjusting and adapting and being open to fresh winds of the Spirit. 
Never more so than in these present, troublesome days. 
 

     Strangely enough as I have been meditating on this, my read-
ing this morning (Isaiah 9) contained a reference to ‘Every warri-
or’s boot used in battle … will be destined for burning (v5).’ Oh 
dear. I’m sure like me, warriors were fond of their boots too and 
found it hard to part with them. 

When we feel shaken—a prayer by Daphne Kitching (Lk10:42) 
 

Faithful Father, 
When we feel shaken by the events of the past; when we don’t 
know quite how to go forward; when our confidence in what we 

thought we could control is undermined; remind us that one thing 
is needed – to sit at your feet and listen to You.  

You are our security. You will never fail those who belong            
to You through faith in Your Son, Jesus.  

As we take time to listen to You, Lord, and to meditate on        
Your  Holy Spirit-inspired Word, may we know Your peace –                        

and Your good plans for us.     In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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What’s your next step? 
 
Does this month spell the end of school, college, or even a job, for 
you?  Then congratulations are in order: you have completed a 
significant step!  
 
Now it’s time to decide your next step. The dictionary defines 
‘step’ as a physical movement that advances you in a desired di-
rection. You ‘step’ forward in order to get somewhere specific. 
Each ‘step’, however small, will make a difference to your life. 
 
The Bible reflects this. It is filled with the metaphors of stepping, 
walking, running and goals, pilgrimages, journeys, all to describe 
the years of our lives.   
 
So, choosing your next step in life this year is important. The good 
news is that you need not do it on your own. In God, you have a 
divine ‘life coach’. He knows you perfectly – and He has a plan for 
your life. Most of all, His plan is to have a close personal relation-
ship with you.   
 
We’ve all seen toddlers staggering towards danger, ignoring their 
parents’ cries of warning. We’ve all seen adults making a mess of 
their lives. They are ignoring their personal divine Shepherd, 
Guide, Teacher and Helper.   
 
A baby learns to walk safely by listening to its parents. We learn 
what God’s will is for us through daily reading of His word, in the 
Bible, and in obeying what we read. 
 
For when God guides us, He does not hand down a divine map of 
our lives for us to follow on our own. His guidance is more like that 
of a torch – a little advance light, day by day, for our immediate 
daily path.   
 
Remember, the Lord wants you to succeed   
in the earthly goals that He has for you!       
So, trust Him to be your guide and helper   
as you step into your future. 
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As I write, glancing through the window I see George, Uncle Sam 
an Idris, hanging on the washing line, enjoying a bid for freedom 
(except that they are held in place by 
clothes pegs, thus inhibiting their 
flight).  They, and we, are hoping that 
Little Dragons can meet once again, 
very soon, with due care for safety.   
 
Anti-bacterial wipes, anti-bacterial 
spray and a thermometer lie in wait 
for the hoped-for arrivals.   
 
All beakers, dishes, spoons are 
washed; first aid kit is replenished 
and there are sufficient glue sticks to 
carry out all the sticking jobs in 
Shropshire (at least) and maybe the 
West Midlands.  
 
Some of our older Little Dragons are 
due to start school after the summer 
holiday, having missed their opportunity to be the leaders in the 
singing and monitors for giving out the snacks; so it will be espe-
cially good news for them if they are able to carry out these roles 
even if only for a week or two.   
 
The Little Dragon bus, is still, at the moment of writing, in need of 
its face-lift. Note to self – do it!  
 
I think that perhaps our three intrepid adventurers are ready to 
come in now, after their bath and their fresh-air drying.  Now they 
can sit safely with the teddy bears and Bob the Builder for a few 
days until the big decision is made! 
 
Best wishes from Val,  
and from we three ...   
George,  
Uncle Sam  
and Idris 
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Looking at CHURCH 

The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest and a former com-
munications director for the CofE reports on …... 
 

Bishop challenges the BBC on its religious broadcasting 
 
A Church of England bishop has recently called on the BBC to be 
more imaginative in its religious broadcasting. 
 
The Bishop of Ripon, Helen-Ann Hartley, urged the BBC to go be-
yond ‘preaching to the converted’ to producing documentaries and 
dramas that challenge and inform people’s world views. 
 
Writing in a recent edition of Radio Times, Bishop Hartley noted 
that the BBC is promising ‘more content than ever before’ but add-
ed:   “If most of it fails to get beyond the ‘God slot’ normally re-
served for ‘Songs of Praise’, what’s the point, beyond keeping the 
faithful happy?” 
 
Bishop Hartley chairs the respected Sandford St Martin Trust, 
which “promotes thought-provoking, distinctive programming that 
deals with religion, ethics and spirituality.”  By running annual 
awards, the Trust “promotes excellent broadcasting about all 
faiths, from major networks, independents and online sources, at 
local and national level.” 
 
In the hard-hitting article, she asked “Where are the documen-
taries that challenge us to rethink the world we live in? Or the dra-
mas that ask us to re-imagine the human relationships? Instead of 
congratulating itself on producing more content than ever, I won-
der if it’s time for the BBC to ask just what is the point of religion 
on the telly, or the radio for that matter?” 
 
Bishop Hartley described the BBC as focusing unduly on ritual 
“because that’s what the BBC thinks religious people do or are in-
terested in.” 
 
She said “I’m far more motivated by programmes that explore the 
big questions in life. You can’t really understand the world and 
what motivates people if you’re not able to interpret or understand 
religion.” 

https://sandfordawards.org.uk/
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Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley issued a strong challenge to the BBC to 
up its game on what the Corporation describes as ‘religious broad-
casting.’  
 
She does so from an influential position, as the Sandford St Martin 
Trust has long championed insightful, imaginative programmes 
that go beyond stereotypes and superficialities to depict the role 
played by faith in the lives of millions of people. 
Bishop Hartley makes clear in the article “I don’t just want to 
watch a multi-platform worship service at Easter. I’d like to ask 
hard questions and explore what the answers might be.” 
 
She applauded the Channel 4 drama series, ‘It’s a Sin’ set in the 
AIDs crisis of the 1980s, commenting “Drama can shine a light on 
how generations have faced issues and challenges, many of which 
resonate with our current pandemic crisis. 
 
“We all have world views, the question is how much these help us 
understand one another, and the things that motivate us. That’s 
what great TV like ‘It’s a Sin’ can do. 

Can comedy point the way to faith? 
 
Truth can come from a range of places. In Shake-
speare, it’s the fool who often has the insight that the 
main characters lack. In the Old Testament, it’s the 
prophets that proclaim the truth from God’s perspective. 
 
Maybe today, we should be listening more to the comedians – to 
the people who stand back from our day-to-day happenings and 
see the world from different angles. They can make us laugh, but 
they can also teach us truths about ourselves that can be distinctly 
uncomfortable. 
 
Take the new book by comedian, and Catholic, Frank Skinner. It’s 
called ‘A Comedian’s Prayer Book’ (Hodder & Stoughton) and runs 
to just over a hundred pages. Yet in that thin volume, Skinner – 
who is very open about his devout Christian faith – poses serious 
questions for both believers and atheists.  
 
It’s far from being a comfortable read, though it never ceases to 
be amusing and thoughtful. 
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                    July 2021  

From the Bishop of Hereford 

I’ve lost count of the number of times politicians have told bishops 
to keep their noses out of politics. We are meant to be concerned 
about spiritual matters, but we should leave the business of gov-
ernment and politics to trained professionals. I’m not sure what 
they would have said to Jesus. He often spoke about matters to do 
with money and justice that would appear to be firmly in the politi-
cal realm. In fact, all of the Bible writers, particularly the prophets, 
saw our spiritual lives as integral to our political and economic 
ones. 
 
In Isaiah’s day there was a spiritual revival with very intense wor-
ship and fasting going on in the Temple. Unfortunately, it seemed 
to have had no effect on the way people behaved, leading him to 
make the pronouncement, “Is this not the kind of fasting I have 
chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the 
yoke, to set the oppressed free.” 
 
Someone once said worship without justice is self-indulgence. If 
worship doesn’t make us more concerned about the unjust struc-
tures of society or determined to exercise better stewardship of 
the earth, it’s probably not the sort of worship the bible envisages. 
To truly worship is to tune our hearts to God’s heart. If our hearts 
are tuned to his, they will beat to the same rhythm. God doesn’t 
measure people’s worth by the colour of their skin, the size of their 
bank balance, their educational attainment or their social status. 
The basis for justice is that we are all created in the image of God, 
and that creative diversity of colour and culture is a crucial part of 
the way God reveals himself to us. The basis for humility is that 
we have all fallen short and all alike need God’s forgiving love. 
Our problem is we get so used to being beneficiaries in the dynam-
ics of power that we can’t even see there’s a problem. It’s hardly 
surprising that our BAME brothers and sisters call our commitment 
to representative leadership into question when frankly, most of 
our senior church leaders look like me. There is a long way to go in 
achieving genuine justice in our society, and we need to be part of 
both the conversation and by our actions the solution as well.  
 
+ Richard  
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The value of making our church ‘common ground’ 
 
As we seek to reconnect with our community this summer, how 
many local people would find it easy to even venture into our 
church? 
 
Dr Anne Richards, the Church of England’s Mission Theology Advi-
sory Group, recently had this to say:  
 
“I think that churches, especially rural churches, can be sites of 
common ground for their communities, both physically and spiritu-
ally. A lot of people who contact me think that churches are private 
spaces and that they might not really be ‘allowed’ to walk in the 
churchyard or to visit the church on a casual basis. They are often 
surprised by the openness and welcome of churches.… Mission 
flourishes where our ‘commons’ are developed and offered. Have 
we developed holy habits of neighbourliness and care? 

Reaching Out  —  a prayer by Terence Trimmer, a former 

local government officer in Essex. 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, we remember the work of your disciples 

who served You faithfully during the early days of the 
Church. They went out along among the people,            
who were often hostile, and spoke of their faith.        

They also encouraged others by their written testimonies. 
Together, they spread the word of Your teaching and of 

the joy of serving You, regardless of their                              
own fate and well-being. 

 

We ask You to help us today to continue Your work by 
witness and example.  May we continue to draw comfort 
and inspiration from Your teaching, and so acknowledge 

and confess our faith wherever we go and to those       
we meet. 
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Setting the scene for the book, Skinner, an award-
winning comedian, television and radio host, explains: 
“Imagine someone on a pilgrimage, stopping at church-
es, martyr-related tourist spots and sacred wells, while 
dressed in a medieval jester outfit. 
 
“The intention is serious and completely devout, but the 
pilgrim just feels more at home in the motley than in 
sackcloth and ashes. He feels jest is an integral part of 
who he is, and it seems wrong to deny that part.” 

 
Skinner sees his role as a comic as integral to this faith, although 
some ‘fellow pilgrims’ may be uncomfortable with someone who 
seems to see humour all around him – and can easily make others 
laugh.  
 
Yet Frank Skinner raises deep issues in the chapters of this slim 
volume, including questions that will connect with people both 
within the Christian faith, and those standing outside. 
 
He describes his prayer life as “a telepathic dip into a long, ongoing 
conversation with thousands of tabs left open and no helpful ‘new 
readers start here’ summaries or simplifications for the neutral ob-
server.” 
 
Skinner’s ‘prayer book’ is on my bookshelf alongside ’10 Second 
Sermons,’ (Darton, Longman & Todd) written by fellow comedian 
Milton Jones in 2011. Again, the comedian’s quirky view on life 
brings fresh insights and challenges. 
 
Jones, a master of one-line jokes, describes gossip as “bullying 
people who are not there,” lust as “rehearsing for a play in which 
you shouldn’t have a part” and salvation as “like being returned to 
the factory settings – but you have to admit there is a factory, and 
that there could be some settings.” 
 
One of my favourites is Jones’s description of the Holy Spirit as “a 
real person you can invite in. But watch out – in time He will go 
over, pull the fridge from the wall and say ‘What’s all this mess un-
der here?’ But at least He helps clear up.” 
 
Both Milton Jones and Frank Skinner are comedians of 
faith – comedic commentators with a gift of making us 
see the world with fresh insight. And, as importantly, 
making us laugh. 
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they can also teach us truths about ourselves that can be distinctly 
uncomfortable. 
 
Take the new book by comedian, and Catholic, Frank Skinner. It’s 
called ‘A Comedian’s Prayer Book’ (Hodder & Stoughton) and runs 
to just over a hundred pages. Yet in that thin volume, Skinner – 
who is very open about his devout Christian faith – poses serious 
questions for both believers and atheists.  
 
It’s far from being a comfortable read, though it never ceases to 
be amusing and thoughtful. 
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From the Bishop of Hereford 

I’ve lost count of the number of times politicians have told bishops 
to keep their noses out of politics. We are meant to be concerned 
about spiritual matters, but we should leave the business of gov-
ernment and politics to trained professionals. I’m not sure what 
they would have said to Jesus. He often spoke about matters to do 
with money and justice that would appear to be firmly in the politi-
cal realm. In fact, all of the Bible writers, particularly the prophets, 
saw our spiritual lives as integral to our political and economic 
ones. 
 
In Isaiah’s day there was a spiritual revival with very intense wor-
ship and fasting going on in the Temple. Unfortunately, it seemed 
to have had no effect on the way people behaved, leading him to 
make the pronouncement, “Is this not the kind of fasting I have 
chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the 
yoke, to set the oppressed free.” 
 
Someone once said worship without justice is self-indulgence. If 
worship doesn’t make us more concerned about the unjust struc-
tures of society or determined to exercise better stewardship of 
the earth, it’s probably not the sort of worship the bible envisages. 
To truly worship is to tune our hearts to God’s heart. If our hearts 
are tuned to his, they will beat to the same rhythm. God doesn’t 
measure people’s worth by the colour of their skin, the size of their 
bank balance, their educational attainment or their social status. 
The basis for justice is that we are all created in the image of God, 
and that creative diversity of colour and culture is a crucial part of 
the way God reveals himself to us. The basis for humility is that 
we have all fallen short and all alike need God’s forgiving love. 
Our problem is we get so used to being beneficiaries in the dynam-
ics of power that we can’t even see there’s a problem. It’s hardly 
surprising that our BAME brothers and sisters call our commitment 
to representative leadership into question when frankly, most of 
our senior church leaders look like me. There is a long way to go in 
achieving genuine justice in our society, and we need to be part of 
both the conversation and by our actions the solution as well.  
 
+ Richard  
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Looking at CHURCH 

The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest and a former com-
munications director for the CofE reports on …... 
 

Bishop challenges the BBC on its religious broadcasting 
 
A Church of England bishop has recently called on the BBC to be 
more imaginative in its religious broadcasting. 
 
The Bishop of Ripon, Helen-Ann Hartley, urged the BBC to go be-
yond ‘preaching to the converted’ to producing documentaries and 
dramas that challenge and inform people’s world views. 
 
Writing in a recent edition of Radio Times, Bishop Hartley noted 
that the BBC is promising ‘more content than ever before’ but add-
ed:   “If most of it fails to get beyond the ‘God slot’ normally re-
served for ‘Songs of Praise’, what’s the point, beyond keeping the 
faithful happy?” 
 
Bishop Hartley chairs the respected Sandford St Martin Trust, 
which “promotes thought-provoking, distinctive programming that 
deals with religion, ethics and spirituality.”  By running annual 
awards, the Trust “promotes excellent broadcasting about all 
faiths, from major networks, independents and online sources, at 
local and national level.” 
 
In the hard-hitting article, she asked “Where are the documen-
taries that challenge us to rethink the world we live in? Or the dra-
mas that ask us to re-imagine the human relationships? Instead of 
congratulating itself on producing more content than ever, I won-
der if it’s time for the BBC to ask just what is the point of religion 
on the telly, or the radio for that matter?” 
 
Bishop Hartley described the BBC as focusing unduly on ritual 
“because that’s what the BBC thinks religious people do or are in-
terested in.” 
 
She said “I’m far more motivated by programmes that explore the 
big questions in life. You can’t really understand the world and 
what motivates people if you’re not able to interpret or understand 
religion.” 
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What’s your next step? 
 
Does this month spell the end of school, college, or even a job, for 
you?  Then congratulations are in order: you have completed a 
significant step!  
 
Now it’s time to decide your next step. The dictionary defines 
‘step’ as a physical movement that advances you in a desired di-
rection. You ‘step’ forward in order to get somewhere specific. 
Each ‘step’, however small, will make a difference to your life. 
 
The Bible reflects this. It is filled with the metaphors of stepping, 
walking, running and goals, pilgrimages, journeys, all to describe 
the years of our lives.   
 
So, choosing your next step in life this year is important. The good 
news is that you need not do it on your own. In God, you have a 
divine ‘life coach’. He knows you perfectly – and He has a plan for 
your life. Most of all, His plan is to have a close personal relation-
ship with you.   
 
We’ve all seen toddlers staggering towards danger, ignoring their 
parents’ cries of warning. We’ve all seen adults making a mess of 
their lives. They are ignoring their personal divine Shepherd, 
Guide, Teacher and Helper.   
 
A baby learns to walk safely by listening to its parents. We learn 
what God’s will is for us through daily reading of His word, in the 
Bible, and in obeying what we read. 
 
For when God guides us, He does not hand down a divine map of 
our lives for us to follow on our own. His guidance is more like that 
of a torch – a little advance light, day by day, for our immediate 
daily path.   
 
Remember, the Lord wants you to succeed   
in the earthly goals that He has for you!       
So, trust Him to be your guide and helper   
as you step into your future. 
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As I write, glancing through the window I see George, Uncle Sam 
an Idris, hanging on the washing line, enjoying a bid for freedom 
(except that they are held in place by 
clothes pegs, thus inhibiting their 
flight).  They, and we, are hoping that 
Little Dragons can meet once again, 
very soon, with due care for safety.   
 
Anti-bacterial wipes, anti-bacterial 
spray and a thermometer lie in wait 
for the hoped-for arrivals.   
 
All beakers, dishes, spoons are 
washed; first aid kit is replenished 
and there are sufficient glue sticks to 
carry out all the sticking jobs in 
Shropshire (at least) and maybe the 
West Midlands.  
 
Some of our older Little Dragons are 
due to start school after the summer 
holiday, having missed their opportunity to be the leaders in the 
singing and monitors for giving out the snacks; so it will be espe-
cially good news for them if they are able to carry out these roles 
even if only for a week or two.   
 
The Little Dragon bus, is still, at the moment of writing, in need of 
its face-lift. Note to self – do it!  
 
I think that perhaps our three intrepid adventurers are ready to 
come in now, after their bath and their fresh-air drying.  Now they 
can sit safely with the teddy bears and Bob the Builder for a few 
days until the big decision is made! 
 
Best wishes from Val,  
and from we three ...   
George,  
Uncle Sam  
and Idris 
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MISCELLANEOUS ANONYMOUS QUOTES on the CHRISTIAN LIFE:  
 

Can't sleep? Count your blessings. 
 

Forbidden fruit creates many jams. 
 

Christians, keep the faith - but not from others! 
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Tony Horsfall considers the challenge of change. 
 

Time for a change  
 
     I have had my walking boots for a few years now, and they 
have been faithful companions. We have walked many miles      
together during that time, on my daily walks as 
well as on holiday. They are partly responsible for 
my physical recovery after Covid-19, so they have 
a place in my heart. They fit me very well, and we 
have adjusted to one another. But they are very 
thin now on the soles and heels, and it is reluc-
tantly time for a change. 
 

     So, one recent Saturday I bought a new pair. They are clean 
and smart, and fully waterproof. The soles are strong and new. 
There are no signs of wear and tear. But I know that change is 
never easy. They will take some time to wear in. They may rub 
and I may get a blister or two. Occasionally I will long for my old 
boots, and wonder, ‘Did I make a mistake?’ Hopefully, they will be-
come as much a part of me as my old ones as we tread the miles 
together. But there is always a risk with something new, Isn't 
there? 
 

     Change is never easy in whatever form it comes. But change is 
inevitable because life does not stand still, and we have to keep 
adjusting and adapting and being open to fresh winds of the Spirit. 
Never more so than in these present, troublesome days. 
 

     Strangely enough as I have been meditating on this, my read-
ing this morning (Isaiah 9) contained a reference to ‘Every warri-
or’s boot used in battle … will be destined for burning (v5).’ Oh 
dear. I’m sure like me, warriors were fond of their boots too and 
found it hard to part with them. 

When we feel shaken—a prayer by Daphne Kitching (Lk10:42) 
 

Faithful Father, 
When we feel shaken by the events of the past; when we don’t 
know quite how to go forward; when our confidence in what we 

thought we could control is undermined; remind us that one thing 
is needed – to sit at your feet and listen to You.  

You are our security. You will never fail those who belong            
to You through faith in Your Son, Jesus.  

As we take time to listen to You, Lord, and to meditate on        
Your  Holy Spirit-inspired Word, may we know Your peace –                        

and Your good plans for us.     In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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HYMN:  The story behind  

    ‘Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken’ 

     The year was 1800, and Vienna was under bombardment 
by Napoleon’s troops. The great Austrian composer, Haydn, then 
old and frail, asked to be carried to his piano.  There he made his 
own defiance of Napoleon, by solemnly play through his composi-
tion ‘Emperor’s Hymn’. Haydn had composed it for the Austrian 
Emperor, Franz ll’s birthday on 12 February 1797. Haydn never 
touched his piano again, and died a few days later, aged 77. 

     That is where the tune for this well-loved hymn came 
from. It quickly became the tune of the Austrian national anthem.  
It was later even adopted by the Germans, as the tune for August 
Heinrich Hoffman von Fallersleben’s (1798 – 1874) anthem 
Deutschlandslied, which began with the famous words: 
‘Deutschland über alles’ (Germany before everything). In the en-
suing political upheavals, the tune survived in the German national 
anthem, but was abandoned by the Austrians in 1946. 

     In the meantime, the tune had also reached England, as 
early as 1805. It was then that the words of a hymn by John New-
ton were first paired up with it. This meant that when the Austrian 
Emperor Franz visited his grandmother Queen Victoria, at Windsor 
Castle, he most likely would have sung his own national anthem 
tune to English words written by a converted slave trader turned 
country vicar!   

     John Newton’s inspiration for this hymn comes from Psalm 
87: ‘Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God’ (vs3) and 
also a text from Isaiah 33:20-21: ‘Look on Zion… there the Lord in 
majesty will be for us a place of broad rivers and streams…’   

     John Newton’s hymn celebrates the joy of knowing that the 
Church is the new Jerusalem (Zion) where God abides.  He rejoices 
that God protects His people and promises to supply their needs. 
He leads them into the Promised Land, just as long ago He led the 
Israelites through the wilderness to their Promised Land. Back 
then, He led them with a fiery and cloudy pillar; now we have His 
very Spirit within us, to guide us each step of the way home.     

 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
Formed thee for His own abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage: 
Grace, which like the Lord the giver, 
Never fails from age to age?... 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

A tribute to Dolly the 

Sheep by Tim Lenton 

 
 
The first cloned mammal – Dolly 
the sheep – was born 25 years 
ago, on 5th July 1996, at the 
Roslin Institute in Edinburgh.  
 
The news was generally greeted 
with either direct opposition or 
considerable suspicion. Richard 
McCormick, a Jesuit priest and 
professor of Christian ethics at 
the University of Notre Dame, 
voiced the feelings of many 
when he said: “I can’t think of a 

morally acceptable reason to clone a human being” – a view ech-
oed by the scientist who produced Dolly as an accidental by-
product of other work. 
 
As it turned out, making cloned mammals was highly inefficient: 
Dolly was the only lamb that survived to adulthood from 277 at-
tempts. But fears that Dolly would be unhealthy and unable to re-
produce proved ill-founded. She bred with a Welsh Mountain ram to 
produce six healthy lambs. 
 

Fears of a human cloning programme have so far not been real-
ised, although gene-edited human babies were produced in 2018 
by Chinese scientist He Jainkui, who was subsequently jailed with 
two colleagues for “illegal medical practice”. 
 

One legacy of the Dolly experiment was the birth of stem-cell re-
search. Dolly died prematurely in 2003 from a form of lung cancer 
common in sheep. Her body is on display in the National Museum 
of Scotland. 
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Following 
 
A young mother writes:  
 
It is always busy in our home, as we have four young children run-
ning about. But one particular Sunday afternoon James, my four-
year-old kept following me about very closely. He was on my heels 
every time I turned around, and after nearly falling over him sev-
eral times, I lost patience. ‘Whatever is the matter with you?’ I 
demanded. ‘Why don’t you go play?’ 
 
He looked up at me and said: ‘This morning at church the teacher 
told us that we should walk in Jesus’ footsteps. But I can’t see 
Him, so I am walking in yours instead. ’I gathered up my young son 
and felt tears in my eyes. I thanked God for this lesson I will nev-
er forget – about the value of being a living example to our young 
ones.” 

Twitter marks its 15th birthday  also by Tim Lenton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was 15 years ago, on 15th July 2006, that Twitter, the American 
micro-blogging social network, was launched. The first tweet – or 
short message – had been sent internally in March that year and 
was recently sold for over £2 million. 
 
The service was originally known as twttr (by analogy with the 
photo site flickr) because the domain name twitter.com was al-
ready in use. But this was eventually purchased. Jack Dorsey, the 
originator, said that the word twitter meant “a short burst of incon-
sequential information”, which he regarded as perfect for what 
they were intending.  
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers our call to befriend people in need. 
 

The Good Samaritan 
 
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37). This familiar story tells of a man who is mugged 
on the road between Jerusalem and Jericho and rescued by a Sa-
maritan. Jesus tells it in response to a lawyer’s question, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” When Jesus calls for a life of total 
love towards God and neighbour, the lawyer comes back with the 
question: ‘who is my neighbour?’ (29). 
 
The plight of the man and the indifference of the priest and Levite 
would have horrified Jesus’ hearers. They assumed that the hero of 
the story would be a Jew! However, Jesus presents the Samaritan, 
a sworn enemy of the Jews, as a model of integrity and an exam-
ple to follow: “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?...Go and do like-
wise.” (36,7). The challenge of the story is that often our neigh-
bours can be our worst enemies, yet these are the very people we 
are called to love as ourselves. 
 
Of course, we can all think of people to whom we are called to be a 
Samaritan in our lives: those we try to avoid and don’t want to get 
alongside. If we are honest, we know that we don’t have it in us to 
love as Jesus says here. We all need somebody who will be our 
Good Samaritan, to rescue us and enable us to love others as our-
selves. Jesus is that Good Samaritan for us. 
 
“By depicting a Samaritan helping a Jew, Jesus could not have 
found a more forceful way to say that anyone at all in need - re-
gardless of race, politics, class, and religion - is your neigh-
bour.” (Tim Keller). 

 
                            QUOTE:                                         
Sympathy is two hearts tugging at the same load.  
        - Anon 
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The Revd. Dr Jo White considers the need for listening. 
 

Reflected Faith series: the spaces between 
  
Most of us have been in situations where we are not in control, and 
we don’t know how to feel or how to react to our situation. We 
need help. 
 

The most valuable gift you can have at those times – is time itself. 
Time to be ‘listened to’. Really listened to. But it is not easy to find 
someone who will ‘actively listen’ to you. 
 

Think of the last time you were in the reverse position with a friend 
or a colleague, and they were talking to you. How easily do you 
recall what they actually said? Most of us are so busy getting our 
replies ready for when the person has finished speaking, that we 
don’t clearly hear their punch line. 
 

With God it is different. We can take everything to Him; all our 
worries and cares and failures and faults. And He listens. 
 

He doesn’t necessarily jump in with an instant, easy solution, but 
rather He promises to always guide us, if we ask Him, through 
life’s challenges, and He promises to never leave us. He often 
speaks to us through his written word, the Bible. 
 

This last year, when many of us have been communicating with 
others by phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it all goes quiet. We 
feel the need to ‘nudge’ the other person, to make sure they are 
still there.  Silence is not a natural state for many of us – and yet 
it is in the quiet we can hear ourselves and God most clearly. 
 

So, when we talk with God, our conversation should not be rushed 
and one-sided.  We need to give space to our silence before Him, 
to wait and listen for Him to speak to us. 
 
This month: 
Next time you worship in church, listen to the silences: the spaces 
between the words, the music and the actions.  Listen to all the 
prayers that are spoken.  
Look at your surroundings and reflect that they have absorbed 
thousands of prayers – and holy silence – down the centuries of 
their existence. 
Look out the window and see the vastness of the sky above you – 
and let your prayers join with those that have gone before you. 
May the knowledge that you are not alone encourage and 
strengthen you. 
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The messages – tweets – were originally limited to 140 characters, 
but the limit was doubled in late 2017. Audio and visual tweets 
have now been introduced, which are normally limited to 140 sec-
onds. There are reckoned to be more than 330 million monthly ac-
tive users, but the vast majority of tweets are sent by a small mi-
nority. 
 
Many churches use Twitter to reach members who cannot attend, 
using #hashtags to link with them. The Church of England, not 
surprisingly, has provided guidance for this. 
 
 

How climate change could affect your cup of tea 
 
Now here’s something that will send you 
straight to your kitchen to put the kettle 
on: the Great British cup of tea may not 
taste quite so good in the future.  
 
It seems that extreme weather and rising 
temperatures could lead to inferior leaves 
in the future, according to Christian Aid. 
 

Kenya, the world’s foremost exporter of black tea, is now affected 
by erratic rainfall, floods, droughts, and rising temperatures. India, 
Sri Lanka and China, also major tea producers, face climate 
change problems as well. 
 
Climate change has been predicted by some as likely to cut pro-
duction in Kenya’s best tea-making areas by as much as a quarter 
by 2050. Even areas of only average growing conditions could see 
production fall by 39 per cent. 
 
As one tea farmer in Kenya’s Western Highlands, explained: “We 
cannot predict seasons anymore. Temperatures are rising, rainfall 
is erratic, often accompanied by unusual hailstones and longer 
droughts. If this continues, it will make growing tea much harder.” 

 

QUOTE:  
Security is not the absence of danger, but the presence of God,  

no matter what the danger.  — Anon 
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God in the Arts by the Revd Michael Burgess  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with 
‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by Edward Hicks.  It now hangs in the National 
Gallery of Art in Washington DC.    
 

Promise and Fulfilment 
 
When St Peter preached his first sermon on the day of Pentecost, 
he showed how the life, death and resurrection of Jesus had to be 
understood in the light of the Old Testament. The promise of the 
Old was granted fulfilment in the New. This is how we understand 
the unity of the two Testaments: the messianic hope in one finds 
full expression in the other. We read of the Suffering Servant in 
Isaiah and look to the life-giving sacrifice of Jesus. Earlier in that 
prophet we read of a wondrous Child who is granted the spirit of 
the Lord to bring Paradise once more to the world: 
 
‘The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
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Looking at GOD 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the need for encouragement. 
 

Olympic Gold 
 
This month should see the start of the Tokyo Olympics, having 
been postponed from last year due to the Coronavirus pandemic. A 
number of New Testament letters refer to Olympic sport including 
Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 
The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite 
the struggles and obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses 
cheering us on. We have a heavenly Father who loves us and a 
Saviour who has run the race before us. If we keep our eyes fixed 
on Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race. 
 
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete Derek 
Redmond was running in the semi-finals of the 400 metres. About 
250 metres from the finish his hamstring tore. He fell to the 
ground in pain and stretcher bearers 
came over to him. However, Redmond 
was determined to finish the race and so 
he started hopping toward the finishing 
line. Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's   
father, ran out of the stands towards him. 
“You don't have to do this,” he told his 
son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his 
father said, “We're going to finish this   
together.” They completed the lap with 
Derek leaning on his father's shoulder.   
As they crossed the finish line, the    
spectators rose to give Derek a standing 
ovation.  Although he didn’t win an   
Olympic medal, Derek Redmond finished 
the race with his father at his side. Let’s 
not forget the   encouragement we have 
to finish the race! 
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light, and we wonder why it has been included in the Bible at all. But in reali-
ty the story was written to expose and challenge the poor theology of the day 
– that is the belief that bad things only happen as a result of sinful lifestyles.  
 
Tough times and challenges will always be with us, and sometimes nature 
can prove to be cold and heartless, in fact it can often deliver a devastatingly 
bad lot. One day, someone asked Jesus - “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 
Life is what it is. 
 
It is over a year since Covid hit us, and we hope that we are now coming to 
the end, at least the end of the worst of it. Our calling and place today is to 
offer reassurance for those around us. God calls us to be a people of faith; 
faith and prayer in this world needs the capacity to live with and function in 
times of great uncertainty. When everything appears out of control, when the 
seas rage all about us, that’s when we can see Jesus appearing out of the 
storm. That’s when we can hear those reassuring, immortal words: ‘Peace, 
be still!’ 
 

God looks at the eternal not just at the temporary, not just at today. He sees 
the complete and perfect picture. If we listen closely, we could probably hear 
him saying ‘can you see what it is yet?’ 
 

We just need to trust him, trust that this single piece of a big jigsaw that is 
today, will one day make a perfect picture. 
 

Lord Jesus, help us to trust you when life seems difficult; help us to be her-
alds of your kingdom, here on earth, today, reflecting your light into our com-
munities, announcing peace, proclaiming the news of happiness – that ‘our 
God reigns.’ Thank you Lord, that in you, all things will be well. 
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child shall lead them…..They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.’ (Isaiah 11:6,9) 
 
That vision of peace and harmony inspired this month’s painting, 
‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by Edward Hicks. He was born in Pennsyl-
vania in 1780 and worked as a carriage and sign maker. After a 
rebellious adolescence, he became a Quaker, living as a preacher 
and minister before taking up his brushes. His fellow Quakers were 
uneasy with this pursuit of such a worldly profession, and so Ed-
ward Hicks tried his hand at farming. His efforts proved unsuccess-
ful, and he returned to painting, creating a whole series of canvas-
es on this single theme. He painted almost a hundred versions of 
the Peaceable Kingdom of which over 60 still exist. This one is 
from 1834. 
 
The foreground is occupied by not just one child, but several. They 
are innocent and free, playing with the animals around – lion, 
tiger, leopard, bear, wolf, cow and lamb. There is no sign of 
‘nature red in tooth and claw’ here for all is peace and tranquillity. 
The bear and cow nudge each other in the bottom corner with no 
fear and no assertion of strength. That vision of peace is being re-
alised in the distant scene, where we see William Penn and his fel-
low Quakers working on a treaty of co-existence with the Indians. 
The animals in the foreground symbolise the human traits we see 
at work in the background: leadership and strength, sensitivity and 
gentleness. 
 
As he worked on later versions of this painting, Edward Hicks knew 
that such peace was not an easy and simple achievement. Argu-
ments and misunderstandings divided his own flock, and as a re-
sult the animals he painted look tired and anxious with sad eyes 
and white whiskers.  
 
But here in 1834 there is a freshness and a promise of paradise 
restored. The cow and the calf, the bear and the bear cub, and the 
other animals are at one with the children playing.  That harmony 
can be realised in human affairs also, the artist is saying. ‘Follow 
the Inner Light’ and Isaiah’s prophecy can be fulfilled in our world. 
It needs both the innocence and strength we see here; it needs ac-
tion and waiting, it needs wisdom and gentleness as we take coun-
sel one with another. Follow those qualities to be channels of God’s 
peace to make this world the Peaceable Kingdom. 
 
You can see a copy of the painting at:  http://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom.jpg 
 
 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom.jpg
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‘Remember Me’ – St Paul’s 
launches fundraising   
campaign for memorial 
 
St Paul’s Cathedral has launched 
a campaign in partnership with 
the Daily Mail to raise £2.3m to 
build a physical memorial in St 
Paul’s Cathedral for those who 
died as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
It will be the first build of its kind 
at St Paul’s for nearly 150 years 
and is part of the ‘Remember 
Me’ project, an online book of 
remembrance launched last 
year. More than 7,300 names of 
those who have died as a result 
of the pandemic have been en-
tered into the book.  
 
The campaign will install the 
online memorial book at a per-
manent site within St Paul’s as 
well as on the internet. People 
entering the Cathedral by the 
new Equal Access Ramp will be 
able to go through the memorial 
into a tranquil space and take 
time to remember the many in-
dividuals who have died as a re-
sult of the pandemic. 
 
The memorial will be a portico in 
the North Transept on the site of 
an earlier porch destroyed by a 
bomb in 1941. Oliver Caroe, the 
Cathedral’s Surveyor to the Fab-
ric, who has designed the me-

morial, lost his mother during 
the pandemic.  
 
Church of England commits 
£1.25 million to enabling 
digital giving in parishes 
 
The Church of England aims to 
enable contactless giving in half 
of all parishes over the next two 
years.  
 
The first pilot scheme has been 
launched in more than 100 
churches across the Diocese of 
Carlisle to help encourage con-
tactless giving, making giving 
easier for congregations.  
 
The pilot will help pave the way 
for a £1.25m investment from 
the Church of England which 
will see thousands more church-
es accept contactless and digital 
payments over the next two 
years. Consideration for con-
nectivity in rural settings has 
been taken into account, with 
churches being offered one of 
two types of device, depending 
on each parish’s context.  
 
Two further pilots will take 
place in other dioceses later this 
year before the nation-wide roll 
out begins. 
Grace Emmett, National Digital 
Giving Manager for the Church 
of England, explained: 

In the NEWS 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the Month from Rev David Moss 

(Westbury, Worthen & Yockleton) 

Over this last year we have all been confronted with a new reality. We have 
had time to re-discover these simple things - what is important in life, like 
making time to go for a walk, listening to the bird song or rejoicing at the 
sight of clear skies and feeling the warmth of the sun. 
 

At the same time we have seen how fragile life is, the faith that we had be-
fore in science, security, medicine has been severely shaken. Nature itself 
can be wonderful, and yet at the same time it can be cruel and heartless – 
and it has made us all feel pretty insignificant and vulnerable. As humans we 
naturally desire to have certainty in our lives; answers.  
 

The problem is that, as humans, we can only focus on the here and now, 
which is like looking at a single piece of a one thousand piece jigsaw. 
Whereas God sees the whole completed jigsaw. As you probably all know, I 
play (not very well I might add) a trombone in various bands; when I practise 
(mmm, which is not very often) I tend to practise the parts that I would play if 
I was in the full band, so it is a very incomplete sound and my neighbours 
must wonder what on earth I am playing.  Jazz music at the individual level 
sounds chaotic – but at group level is wonderful. It is as if God was saying 
‘the world is bigger than today, bigger than you.’ 
 

In the Bible there is a story about a man called Job; he was very rich but his 
life began to fall apart and sadly, he lost everything. Job laments, but lament-
ing is not a sign of wavering faith, in fact quite the opposite, it is a response 
of faith – the opposite to despair. The story is well known because Job had 
three friends who at first just sit in silence with him and were probably a 
great support. But sadly, they then begin to offer troublesome advice, mak-
ing his situation worse. They slowly wear Job out. The tradition in those days 
was the belief that such misfortune must be as a result of Job’s behaviour or 
sin. Their poor advice gives them the nicknames of ‘Job’s comforters.’  
 

Job remains faithful and God eventually appears and restores Job’s for-
tunes. In some ways, at first glance, the story seems to paint God in a bad 
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Drop in and donate  

Coffee Event 
Saturday  3rd July        

10.00 – 3.00pm 
Come and have coffee together while            

the organ is being played  

in Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley. 
 

 All donations to  Holy Trinity Church. 

 

MINSTERLEY 

       

Saturday 10th July                                                          

10.00 – 4pm                                                                                            

Sign up through Facebook                                                                  
or contact:   barbnors65@aol.com         phone 01743600476               

       

Safari Maps available from Holy Trinity Church  

… just humour him—he’s 
hoping it’ll help him 

reach the young people 
in his diocese ... 
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“Experience so far is that con-
tactless donations are, on aver-
age, three times the value of 
cash donations.” 
 
 
India’s Coronavirus crisis: 
urgent support needed 
 
All We Can and the Methodist 
Church in Britain’s joint Emer-
gency Coronavirus Appeal are 
providing essential support to 
vulnerable communities in In-
dia.  
 
The country, home to 1.3 billion 
people, is currently in the grips 
of a deadly wave of Covid-19. 

Hospitals are unable to cope 
with the ever-increasing number 
of cases, oxygen supplies are 
scarce, and the situation threat-
ens to overwhelm the country’s 
health systems. 
 
Since April 2020, All We Can has 
supported more than two million 
people in the pandemic through 
the Emergency Coronavirus Ap-
peal, and the work of its long-
term partners. The Methodist 
family has also responded to the 
ongoing pandemic through 
grants given by the Methodist 
Church’s World Mission Fund 
partner church Covid-19 re-
sponses.  

 Prioritising  by Megan Carter  
 
Martha cooked 
But Mary looked 
And sat at the Masters feet, 
It’s a story of old 
But we are told 
It’s where man and God can meet. 

 

    So much to do 
  But think it through 
  There’s a place for you and me, 
  To spend time with the Lord 
  And be found in His word 
  It’s where we are meant to be. 
 

So find a place 
To seek His face 
Where the Lord Himself is found 
With a God who cares 
Hears all our prayers 
The place where grace abounds. 
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Your Puzzle for this month 
ACROSS 
 
1  Sent out three times on a   recon-
naissance mission from Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:8–12) (4) 
3  ‘The vilest — who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon 
receives’ (8) 
9  Described by the 19th-century MP 
Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in 
solution’ (7) 
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake 
will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5) 
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5) 
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 
6:11) (6)  

14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canterbury, 
York (13) 
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) 
(6) 
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God 
(Leviticus 21:20) (5) 
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5) 
23 I gain me (anag.) (7) 
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8) 
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4) 
 
DOWN 
 

1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8) 
2  Church of England incumbent (5) 
4  What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7) 
5  Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5) 
6  ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not in — ’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7) 
7  It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4) 
8  It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3) 
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8) 
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7) 
16 Real do (anag.) (6) 
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke 
10:41) (5) 
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man 
considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)  
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites 
camped (Exodus 15:27) (4) 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any 
reason, please contact Shirley Small  01743 791885.  

 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

In the NEWS:  Can your child read? 
 

School is out this month, but how much good did it do your child? 
More than 200,000 pupils will leave primary school this year without 
being able to read, according to recent unpublished figures by the 
government. 
 

Now Boris Johnson has announced a ‘four-year emergency’ plan to 
help children catch up on their learning. One idea to help children get 
back up to speed is to bring in a ‘citizens army’ of teachers, including 
retired and supply teachers, who can be recruited to help struggling 
children.   
 

Our ‘citizens army’ is already up and running in Pontesbury!  
If you could spend a few hours a week with children in our 
local primary school, listening or helping them to read, then 

do have a word with Allen Marsden our Pray-Bake-Read  
coordinator… volunteers are always needed.  

     Sunday Afternoon Tea 
                                        at 
               St. George’s Church. 

    

 Sunday 18th July      2.30 - 4.30pm 
   

A chance to sit and have your afternoon tea served to you 
… a real treat in a safe area. 

                          

Please book your place with Mary Worrall 
                    
Telephone 01743 791069.                                                  
 

£7.50 per person 
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Good Neighbours 
Many thanks to those who have come forward to volunteer for 
Good Neighbours. There is still a pressing need for befrienders 
who will occasionally visit or telephone people living on their own. 
At present, the coordinator is unable to meet all the requests she 
is getting for a befriending service. If you feel you could spare an 
hour or so a week to befriend someone in Minsterley or Pontes-
bury, please let Greg know. 
If you would like to volunteer with the Parish Visitor team, then 
see the notice below and have a word with Marion Elliott. 
 
Evensong at Habberley 
Please note that throughout the summer months, Evensong at 
Habberley will start at the new time of 6.30 p.m. All welcome. 
 
Alpha 
We are planning a Deanery Alpha taster over the summer for     
anyone who thinks they might like to take part in an Alpha course 
or invite a friend along, but don’t quite know what they might be 
letting themselves in for. Further details are available from Mark 
Hackney at mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org 

Our Church Community  

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

                  St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we will!  
   

 Call in confidence:  
       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

QUOTE:  
Prayer is the rope up in the belfry;  

we pull it, and it rings the bell up in heaven.    C Evans 
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Here’s an alternative to a crossword ... 
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Words from the Bible Bite are hidden in the grid ... 

 

QUOTE:  
It is what you do when you have nothing to do  

that reveals what you are. - Anon  

 5 

Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

4th July 
5th Sunday  
after Trinity 
  

Morning Worship 
10:30am 

Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12: 2 – 10 
Mark 6: 1 – 13 
  

11th July 
6th Sunday  
after Trinity 
 

Holy Communion 
10:30am  
(Live streamed) 

Amos 7: 7 – 15 
Ephesians 1: 3 – 14 
Mark 6: 14 – 29 
  

18th July 
7th Sunday  
after Trinity 

Holy Communion 
10:30am 

Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2: 11 – end 
Mark 6: 30 – 34, 53 - end 
  

25th July 
8th Sunday  
after Trinity 
  

Holy Communion 
10:30am 

2 Kings 4: 42 – end 
Ephesians 3: 14 – end 
John 6: 1 – 21 
  

Sunday morning services will be available on the Church website 
www.st-george.org.uk  from about 10.15am, for those who are 

unable to attend the services in person. 

But you Lord 
Accept me, 
Release me, 
Make it possible to be me, 
Perfectly free 
In Your service, 
Open for You  
To transform. 
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down was for the middle classes while low income people contin-
ued to deliver our products and services, gave care to residents in 
care homes and in hospitals. Above all, there has been the dedicat-
ed fight to save lives in our hospitals. For some people, lockdown 
has been more threatening than for others. This is partly a matter 
of outlook. But many people have had pre-existing conditions that 
make them more vulnerable. Some of us take immune suppressing 
drugs for other conditions. This has meant that we have been ad-
vised to shield until we have been double vaccinated. So, it has 
been a real readjustment for me to return to Church (and lead a 
service), to go into our local shops again and to visit Shrewsbury.  
 
For most people, the hardest thing about lockdown has been the 
dislocation from family. Our elder son lives with us and our young-
er son is in Shrewsbury but we have not seen our daughter, who is 
rather unwell, since Christmas 2019. Zoom is not the same! On 
television we see the joy of grandparents being reunited with 
grandchildren. We are really looking forward to spending a week in 
the Chilterns in July when we shall at last meet up with our daugh-
ter and also see my brother. Perhaps, these are our little resurrec-
tion experiences. Thanks be to God. 
 

Christopher Cooke. 
 

P.S. A neighbour made this witty remark: “We are expecting our 
grandson for lunch. We haven’t seen him for two years. Any young 
man could turn up!” 

The Difference by Daphne Kitching 
 
So often   
I can’t wear the right clothes, 
Speak the right words, 
Fit the right mould, 
Be the shape people want me to be, 
Expect me to be, 
Demand that I am, 
To conform. 

 

But you Lord 
Accept me, 
Release me, 
Make it possible to be me, 
Perfectly free 
In Your service, 
Open for You  
To transform. 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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        LIFTING UP OUR EYES 

DISLOCATED LIVES 
 

“By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we re-
membered Zion”. So begins Psalm 137. The psalmist is in a prison 
camp in Babylonia, Jerusalem (Zion) with its Temple is destroyed 
and the Judean kings are no more. The glory days of David’s unit-
ed great kingdom must have seen a distant memory.The early 
prophets warn the kings and advisers of forthcoming doom if they 
do not change their ways and turn to God. Later prophets pro-
claimed during the darkest of dark days of Exile. The Books of 
Kings and Chronicles relate this sorry history. Even when the Per-
sians allowed the leading Jews to resettle Jerusalem and rebuild 
the Temple these were not as grand as in the old days. 
 
Indeed, it appears this dislocation, the Exile in Babylon, was form-
ative in creating what we call the Old Testament when the priests 
and others started to collect writings both fairly recent as well as 
ancient. Later, there would be successive invasions culminating in 
the Roman one during which Jesus’ life took place. 
 
Dislocation also marked Jesus’ birth with the journey to Bethlehem 
for the census and the flight into Egypt. Jesus’ message resulted in 
him being the victim of the blame game when the Jewish religious 
authorities handed him over to the Romans to be crucified. Mary 
Magdalene and the disciples were consumed with gloom and des-
pair when Jesus died on the cross – the ultimate dislocation. How-
ever, Easter transformed this into joy and new purpose. 
 
A further revolt in AD70 once again saw Jerusalem and its Temple 
destroyed. Emperor Hadrian transformed Jerusalem into the Ro-
man city of AeliaCapitolina. 
 
Jerusalem and its surrounding area were only returned to the Jews 
after the Second World War but at the expense of dislocating Pal-
estinians including Palestinian Christians. 
 
We have been experiencing our own little bit of dislocation during 
this lockdown in the face of Covid 19. It has been said that lock-
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE:  
 

The quality of life is determined by its activities. - Aristotle 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

   

July 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 


